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AD y Frances did not aecompüy 

I Juliana to Mordant- Place, fear- 
* that Lord Belford might ſtill be a 
gueſt in that family. When our he- 

roine took leave of her, it was with the 

expectation of ſeeing her no more, till ſne 

ſnhould have the happineſs of receiving 

her at her own habitation, asſhe meant 

to ſet out the next morning for Clare- 

ville; where ſhe had appointed Sir 
Charles Haſtings and a few other friends 

to meet, and ſpend ſome weeks with herz 
hoping, as ſtie informed her fair friend, 
Vor. IV. 5 1 
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2 an object upon which, ſhe perceived 
[| © with pain, it was too apt to dwell. 

- BP juliana was received by her friends 
| gat Mordant-Place, much in the man- 
1 ner ſhe had reaſon to expect, except 
that Lady Maitland appeared to have 
left her ill humour behind her at 
Stanton, and to have reſumed all the 


which ihe uſed; to treat her ; but if 
this was more agreeable to her than the 


was more particular, and far more pre- 


and would have rendered her ſituation, 


become an object of averſion to her; 
the injured Lady Frances was blended: 
with every hag in which he had a 
Hare, 


6 : 
oz F 


to. divert the mind of her.nephew from. 


|| EC obliging affeQation of tenderneſs, with 


reverſe, the behaviour of Lord Belford 
ſuming than it had ever before been; 


extremely diſagreeable, had it not been 
for the comfortable conſideration, that 
it would | continue but a few days. 
The very ſight of the Earl was now 
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ſhare, and changed his ſine perſon, | 
wit, and politeneſs,” into ſomething: _ 
more diſguſting than deformity, dul 
neſs, or vulgariſm. She found that 
Miſs Mordant was not yet returned, 
having taken a little round with Miſs- 
Windſor, her brother, and Sir George 
Maitland, who, they informed her, met 
them at the races, and was coming ta 
ſpend ſome ade Wen them” at Mre: | 
dant=Place. . fd) TG abate wy tt * 
The, following. Hays ay pas 
The two ladies in the higheſt ſpirits, 
and Sir George, rather more auirabepds 
than was uſual to him. The pleaſures 
of the paſt fortnight were dwelt upon 
by Miſs Mordant and her friend, with 
particular delight; Miſs Windſor ſe- 
veral times repeating that they were ſo 
charming x party! neither one too 
many, or too few, and that the addi- 
tion or diminution of a ſingle perſon 
would quite have ſpoiled it. Except, 
th er: 443 . B 2 | ; Sir 
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Sir Charles Haſtings, (cried Miſs Mor- 
dant ;) we might have ſpared him, 


® without ſuffering much from his ab- 


. ſence, for I don't believe the poer man 
{poke three words during the whole 


weck. I think, (cried Lady Maitland) 


it was extremely rude of him to leave 
us at Stanton, under the pretence of 1 
an engagement to his aunt, inſtead of 
attending us upon our excurſion, as he 


voluntarily promiſed to do. Oh, Miſs 


Maitland was to have been of the 
party then, (cried Albert;) we may 
thank her for his promiſe of coming 
with us at all. I always thought him 


ſtupiq, (faid Miſs Windſor.) I take him 
to be a man of very little taſte or dif- 


cernment. He would elſe have diſco- 
vered the perfections of his fair neigh- 
Hour before this time, (ſaid Lord Bel- 
ford, with a ſmile k free from 
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both — this . we will not 
ſuppoſe 
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ſuppoſe he can poſſeſs them on any 
other. I think Sir Charles Haſtings | 
both a ſenſible and pleaſing man, (faid 
Mrs. Mordant;) and I cannot help 
ſuſpecting ſome little ſecret par tiality 
lurks in Miſs Maitland's heart, or ſhe 
never could have refufed ſo accom- 
 pliſhed a lover. 

Sir George, who had ne oaſis 
addreſſed a ſhort common-place how- 
do- ye do compliment to Juliana, now 
turned, and viewed her with ſome at- 
tention; and in a few moments, Carey 
leſsly riſing from his ſeat, and throwing 
himſelf upon a ſofa, which was cloſe 
to the chair on which ſhe fat, he told 
her, he was charged with many re- 
membrances from their friends at Furze- 
Hill. I ſhall ſo ſoon have the pleaſure 
of ſeeing them, (anſwered Juliana) that 
at is needleſs to inquire after more than 
their healths. I hope not ſoon, (cried 
Mrs. Mordant,;) we ſhall not conſent to 
ine B 3 _ pant 
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Part with you a Seat while yet. Next 
week, (replied Juliana) muſt take 


leave of you; I have abſolutely pro- 


miſed Mrs. Maitland to return at that 
time. But I don't believe you will 
* perform your promiſe, my love, (faid 
Lady Maitland ;) at leaſt you muſt firſt 


hear what I have to ſay to you, and if 
your time is' not otherwiſe deſtined, I 


will requeſt half an hour of your com- 
pany in my dreſſing room before din- 
Der, When I hope to induce vou to | 
alter your preſent determination. Ju- 
liana bowed an aſſent, though certain 


that it would require more eloquence 


than her Ladyſhip poſſeſſed, to perſuade 
ber to remain at Mordant- Place longer 


than ſhe had already appointed. 
Sir George ſaid he was extremely 


unfortunate in always loſing her com- I 


pany; but hoped he ſhould ſoon re- 


turn to his mother's, when he truſted 


the would afford him the enjoyment of 
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Jew ſociety: He talked of Furze- HA, 


of Mrs. Maitland, of her School, in 
ſhort he talked of every thing he 


thought would be moſt agreeable to 
her, and their converſation continued 
fo long, that Miſs Mordant was viſibly 


uneaſy, and Miſs Windſor diſpleaſed. 
Albert whiſpered his ſiſter, that he 
feared her Baronet was in conſiderable 


danger; adding, I am not ſure that 
nature has incomiioded? him with a 
heart; but if his couſin ſhould happen 


to take his fancy now after all, it would 


be really provoking. Good man, (cried 


Miſs Mordant) do addreſs thy wit to 


ſomebody that admires it. 
talk to Lady Maitland,” m . .n2 


with thee at any time. 


Go and 


Albert then aroſe, and ſeating TI 
ſelf on the other ſide of Juliana, told 
her, he was very ſorry to hear the bad 


B 4 


news. What bad news! (ſaid ſhe with 
2 look of attention.) Have not you 


heard, 
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S HENRY AND-4SABELLA. 
heard, (anſwered he) that all the ſingle 


ladies in the country, from the age of 


fourteen to chat of forty, have joined 


in preferring a bill of indictment at the 


next quarter ſeſſion, againſt a perſon 


of the name of Juliana Maitland? 


That is bad news indeed, (replied ſhe, 
ſmiling;) but pray what is her crime? 

She is accuſed of nothing leſs than the 

min of witchcraft, (anſwered Albert ;) of 
uſing certain words, and looks, and 
other magical charms, by which ſhe 


ieduces the hearts of all who converſe 
with her; unlawfully robbing other 


ladies of their lovers, and leaving them 


to pine away in envy and deſpair. 
There is not the leaſt doubt of the facts 


being well eſtabliſhed ; and if the jury 
is a female one, you have no chance of 
eſcaping. I have nothing but my inno- 
cence to truſt to, (replied our heroine) 
of which almoſt every one I have con- 

verſed with can witneſs, which cer- 
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'Z ſober ſenſe for ever. As he ſpake theſe 


| Maitland was very fond, leaped from 


tenderly, crying, Oh, Tom, you and 
HP E > $5 have 
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tainly is no ſmall comfort; for, of all 


deaths, burning would be among the 


laſt1 would willingly chooſe. Why 
to be ſure, (replied Albert) it is rather 


honourable - than deſirable, and yet 


there is no avoiding deſtiny ; which is 


the reaſon that ſo many honeſt men 


come to the gallows. If talking non- 


ſenſe were held criminal in law, 1 know 
who would quickly be there, (cried 


Mrs. Mordant, with a ſmile.) If it 


were -criminal in law, (anſwered Al- 
bert) I will maintain it to be excellent 
in phyſic; without it half the world 
would die of ſpleen and vapours; there 
is nothing ſo ſtupifying as ſenſe; ſenſe, 


words, 2 large cat, of which Lady 


the ſofa, upon which it had been fleep- 


ing, and was welking acroſs the room; 


when Albert caught him up, not very 
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I have not had à little converſation a 
great while; come, have you forgotten 
your exerciſe? Saying which, he began 

to teach the animal to jump over his 

hands, with which he formed a bar for 
that purpoſe. Be quiet Albert, (cried 
her Ladyſhip) you are never eaſy but 
when you are teazing that poor crea- 
| ture; I believe you have a particular 
i © FTpite againſt him. It would not be 


| | ſurpriſing, (anſwered Albert) if I ſhould; 


1 Al the world knows that he is my pro- 
0 Feed rival, and that he is treated with © 
I a degree of favour and indulgence to 
Which I dare not aſpire; if you treated 

us both alike; I ſhould bear it with pa- 
tience; but you never take me upon 
* your lap; and kiſs, and ſtroke me, and 
| oall me dear ſweet creature. Strange 
1 -xwretch; (cried Lady Maitland) but 
cCome, let Tom go. There's nothing 
1 o troubleſome as theſe grown boys, 
14 je gy Miſs Windfor; ) they have all the 
i; l | i © ill 
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can't beat them. 
Lady Maitland then FO us 5 


ſome ſcolding, half in jeſt, half in ear- 
neſt, releaſed her favourite from the 
hands of his tormentor, and taking him 


under her arm, quitted the room, giv- 


ing Juliana a look, ſignifying a wiſh 
that ſhe would folllow her. 8 

Our heroine felt no great inelination 
for a lecture, by which ſhe knew it was 
impoſſible for her to profit. She how- 
ever aroſe, and followed to her Lady- 
| hip's s dreſſing- room, where, as ſoon as 
ſhe. entered, being requeſted to ſhut 
the door and fit down, ſhe obeyed, 
and a few moments paſſed in ſilent ex- 
pectation of what was to be the ſubject 
of their conference; though of that 
he had not much doubt, any more 
than of the reproaches and paſſion in 
which it was likely to end. More than 


à minute paſſed in a kind of doubting 
, £5434 B 6 | | pauſe, 
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pauſe, when Lady Maitland, ſcarce ap: 
pearing to know how, or here to be; 
gin, addreſſed her with a look vos. 
* ſerious. 
I think, (aid the). my. dear 3 
is convinced that I love her with the 
utmoſt degree of fondnels ; I hope ſhe 
is ſenſible that ſome duty, as well as 
as gratitude, is due to a mother, and, 
that both together will influence her 
in an aflair upon which I have ſet. my 
whole heart : you know I mean your 
My dear madam, (interrupted Ju- "2 
liana, ) pardon me for preſuming to re- 2 
ply, without attending to What you i 4 
were about to ſay, but permit me to 
intreat, that you will not repeat a re- 
queſt with which I have already de. 
clared it is not in my power to com- 
ply, without. violating, every ſenſe of 
honour and rectitude. Give me leave, 
once for all, to declare, that I would ® 
Ether ce; than; marry Tord Belford! 2} 
8 And, 


* 
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And, to put the matter paſt every re- 
maining doubt, I will venture to in- 


form you, that both my heart and pro- 


miſe are engaged to another, and to 
hope that you will favour my choice 
with your approbation. Now the ſe- 
cret is out! (cried her Ladyſhip, with 


far more compoſure than Juliana ex- 


pected.) And ſo you preſume to hope 
that I will conſent to your marriage 
with a young fellow who has nothing 
to recommend him but a tolerable per- 
ſon, and an intolerable aſſurance, and 
that the great fortune you expect ſhall 
be equally divided between the ſons of 
a woman I hate and deſpiſe? It is very 
poſſible, that you may hate Mrs. Mait- 
land, madam, (anſwered our heroine.) 


Merit is often an object of averſion; 


but ſhe is a character which it is in no- 


body's power to deſpiſe. We will not 


diſpute that point at preſent, (anſwered 
_ Maitland,) I tell you once more, 
FOOL that 
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that T hate Jes; nor will I « ever conſent 


to your marriage with her favourite 


ſon. Had Sir George and you liked 


each other, upon certain conditions, I 
might have permitted the match to 


take place. He is a man of faſhion. 


But H enry ! the very counterpart of 
his mother, except that he is a little 


handſomer, which heaven knows may 


eaſily be. His reſemblance to one who 


has been more than a mother to me, 
(replied Juliana, ) is the ſtrongeſt re- 
commendation he can well poſſeſs. Par- 


don my ſincerity, madam ! but I do 


not think that either the duty or gra- 


titude I owe to you, demands the ſa- 


crifice of my happineſs and honour, 


both of which I muſt wholly give up, 
could I prevail upon myſelf, from mean, 
and ſhamefully mercenary: motives, -to 


not- merely indifferent—who is inex- 


6 nn. to me; and 1 
al N | thould 
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ſhould greatly injure both, ſhould J re- 
fuſe it to one who inherits every good 
and amiable quality, for no better rea- 
ſon, than becauſe he does not poſſefs 
that of which I r OP more e 5 
enough. ttb At ; N 
Don't be too five that you hive ſuch 
mighty abundance, (cried Lady Mait- 
land.) I have already told you, that 
my power extended further than you 
imagined; I will now inform you 
wherein it conſiſts. Know then, that 
l can at pleaſure deprive you of every 
pretence to fortune or conſequence. 
A word from me would en, you 
Y friendleſs and 2 beggar 7 (0 /3r07797 
I Juliana was ſilent from ee and 
2 the poltive calmneſs with which theſe 
words were pronounced, for the firſt 
time infuſed into her mind a doubtfull 
neſs of her own ſecurity. Will you 
(continued Lady Maitland, raifing her 
voice to an authoritative: pitch) marry 
wn | ih, Lord 
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Lord Belford, or reſolve to encounter 
the misfortunes your folly and per- 
if VvVverſeneſs draw upon you? Once for 
| 1 all, then, (replied Juliana, in a ſteady _ 3 
| '| voice) I will not marry Lord Belford. 3 
1 I will ſooner, to uſe your own words, Þ} 
be friendleſs, anda beggar. It is well, F 

ll (replied Lady Maitland ;) henceforth 
178 then be both, for know that you are 
. not the daughter of Sir George Mait- 
5 land, that you are no child of mine. 
= | Juliana ſtarted. The colour ruſhed ; 
4 ; into her cheek, and was inſtantly ſuc- 3 
1 ceeded by a deadly paleneſs. Her 
knowledge of the ſpeaker's character 
made no action, for which any motive 
of vanity or revenge could be aſſigned, 
appear improbable. Her heart never 
had acknowledged the tender ties of 
filial love, and ſeemed to require no 
proof that more than a nominal con- 
Gnguinity had never ſubſiſted between 


them. But if ſhe was not the daugh- 
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| ter of Sir George Maitland, what and 
| who was {ſhe ? This ſhe trembled to 
1 | aſk; when ſhe attempted to ſpeak, her 
2 ö voice faltered; and the dreadful 
7 wor ds, — fi iendleſs and a beggar,— _ 
ſeemed to vibrate in her ears. 
You are ſurprized, (ſaid her Lady- 
ſhip) it is a ſhock you might have 
avoided. Had you acted, as became 
my daughter, vou never ſhould have 
known that you were not ſuch. I told 
you my power over you was greater 
than you believed; you now feel that 
tit is ſo; for upon my will, it depends 
7 whether you ſhall continue to poſſeſs 
the advantages you haye;hitherto en- 
Joyed, and the large fortune, which 
in a few months will be your aw, f 
become a poor forlorn creature, wit niche. | 
out name, conſequence, or a. fingle | 
7 guinea to ſecure a place wherein to 
7 thelter yor urſelf. Good heaven, (at laſt, 
= | eacgarmedl Juliana, recoverin g from che 
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amazement which had occaſioned her 
| filence) what motive, what inducement 
II will tell you, (replied Lady Mait- 
land with great unconcern :) I have 
already faid that IJ hate Mrs. Maitland; 
my averfion to her was once much 
ſtronger than it now is; to mor tif? 
and diſappoint her, would have alone ö 
been motive ſtrong enough to induce 
me to undertake any thing which was 
Iþ not attended with danger to myſelf; 
1 but Thad ſtill a further view. A ſmall 
11 difference had, for ſome time, ſubſiſted bk ; 
between my huſband and myſelf, as 
3 there was reaſon to believe that he 
vou not live long, and I Knew my- 
ti | ſelf to be but flenderly provided for, 3# 
.- my father havin g too eagerly ſeized a 
= kind of half offer of marriage made 3 
to me by Sir George, to ſtand upon 3 
6 ſettlements. 1 thought it was neceſ- 
1 | ſuary to do ſomething, in order, if poſ: 
_=T n to reconcile myſelf again to his 
n | a 
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1 - and, if poſſible, in part, re- 
cover the influence I once had over 
* J thought the beſt way of ef- 
F this, was to perſuade him that 
he was a father; and a convenient cir- 
cumſtance occuring, I completed my 
| deſign, and ſo intirely impoſed upon 
him, that he never, to the day of his 
death, ſuſpected. the deception I had 
| . practiſed. My whole dependence did 
not reſt upon Sir George's returning 
affection; I built my hopes of advan- 
| tage equally upon the influence a mo- 
ther naturally poſſeſſes over the mind 
of a daughter, by which I hoped to 
ſhare the fortune, of Which it gave me 
ſo much pleaſure to deprive the Mait- 
lands. The manner in which Sir George 
left you to the care of his ſiſter-· in- lav, 
in a great meaſure defeated the latter 
part of my expectation during your 
mmority ; but I will now tell you what 
| they: are, as likewiſe pon What terms 
Ae 8 vou 
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you may ſtill continue to poſſeſs both 


rank and affluence, even beyond what 


the real daughter of Sir George Mait- 
land could have had a right to expect. 
I need not fear your divulging my ſe- 


eret, (continued her Ladyſhip) it being 


of more than equal importance to your- 
ſelf; I ſhall therefore, without reſerve, 


tell you in what manner I have acted, 
what I intend to do, and what it Will 


be neceſſary for you to do. _ 
It has long been my reſolution, as 


Joon as you came of age, to inform 


you of your real birth, to let you know 


how intirely you depend upon me for FF 
the enjoyment of your large fortune, 
and to demand ſuch; a ſhare of it as 


would make me eaſy in my circum- 
ſtances. This was my intention; but 


the generoſity of Lord Belford intirely f ; 


altered them. He offered to ſettle half 
your income upon me for life, if 1 
e prevail upon 700 to Wenne his 
FOE. Wife. 


- * 
14 
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| wite. This was more khan I had the 
leaſt thought of obtaining from you, 
two thouſand pounds a year being the 
ormoſt extent of my hopes; you will 
not, therefore, wonder that I have 
tried ſo earneſtly to perſuade you to 
the match, as it would not only have 
| frcured me ſuch an addition to my 
} regs but ſaved me the diſagree- 
able neceſſity of this explanation. I 
muſt next inform you, that Lord Bel 
ford is now acquainted with the affair; 
; and ſuch is his great love for you, that 
1 he is willing to overlook the meanneſs 
| of your birth, to receive you for his 
A 7 12 and give you the intire diſpoſal- 
of the other half of your eſtate out 
x of which you may abr wbt ver pen- 
ſion you judge proper to ybur father 
and mother, and ſilence the fe other 
other perſons who are privy to the ſe- 
3 cret. Surely, you ought not only to 
5 C | | feel nn but to love one wh&L ex- 
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expreſſes fo uncommon an affection - 


for you. At all events, it will be 
Proper that you mould put on the ap- | 


pearance of it, for you have now no 


choice left, but cheartully and thank 


fully to give n hand to Lord Bel- 


ford. 11 | 
„Jes, . (ech Juliana) I tos a 


another choice left; that of embracing | 
my original obſcurity, and relinquith-. 


ing a ſituation in life which I have no 
right to fill, and a fortune which has 


already been too long detained Wann. | 


its rightful poſſeſſors. 4 6 
. Hark'e,, Juliana, (ſaid Lady; 3 
land) this is no time for quixotiſm. 


You cannot ſeriouſly think of giving | 


up a fortune which is ſo neceſſary to 
you? Do you conſider what you will 


be I would rather be any thing, (cried 


our heroine) than an impoſtor, a com- 
mon cheat. What enjoyment could 


uns, afford me, when every con- | 
eben venience 
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5 | venience it procured would but re- 
proach me with the guilty means by 
which I obtained it. The guilt of ob- 
taining it was not yours, (anſwered 
Lady Maitland) and therefore need not 
give you any diſturbance. But it 
would become mine, (replied Juliana) 
ſhould I conſent to contune the impo- 


L 4 fition, which I never will do, be. the 


conſequence to myſelf what it will. 
But tell me, madam, (continued ſhe), 
ſince I am not your daughter, to whom 
is it that I owe my birth? You are the 

daughter of Mrs. Martin, (anſwered 
her Ladyſhip.) Of Mrs. Martin, (re- 
peated our heroine, faintly.) Ves, of 
Mrs. Martin, (returned Lady Mait- 
land,) but that is of little importance; 
if you will allow her a trifling ſalary, 
1 ſhe will never moleſt you. It is ſtill 
in Vour power to ſpend the reſt of your 
z life i in the ſame eaſe and elegance with 
| which Tm" have, | hitherto. been ac-._ 


cuſtomed 


14 
* 
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cuſtomed to We. Nay, with addi Gora 
ſplendor, for Lord Belford i is the moſt 
j generous of men; you will have the 
| entire command ek his immenſe for- 
i tune. I have already told your Lady- F 


bi Z 
| [ ſip; (replied Juliana) that were I poor 
| | and dependent, I would not relieve ! 
i myſelf out of ſo unpleaſant a ſituation 
| by a violation” of every ſacred duty, 


bl „ as fuch 1 thould regard a marriage = 
| with a man I can neither love or ltcditf: * 
I have now ea painful opportunity of 
proving to you, that whatTthen' Polke, 
| | were the real ſentiments of my heart; 
1 and that the principles of right, Which 
| _ Fimbibed in the days of aſs and —5 7 
-| pineſs, I have W r to Practiſe i. 
2 2: thoſe of adverſity. © ane 
Voti are furely _ 16 to redſoen 
pO and common ſenſe, (cried Lady Mait- 1 | 
uud, wich an alarmed countetlafite) IN 
| as to diſcover what will completely 7 
ruin b your i do What 1 dught (re- 
plied 
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plied Juliana) be the conſequence What 
it may. You aſtoniſh me (exclaimed 


her Ladyſhip) do you conſider to what 
a wretched ſituation your folly will 


reduce you? I know to what ſituation 
guilt will reduce me, (anſwered our he- 
roine) and to avoid that, I will en- 


counter every difficulty into which 


friendleſs poverty can plunge me. 
Had the difficulties into which Ju- 
| Hana's ſcrupulous adherence to the 


| Graight, but too often thorny path of 


rectitude, were likely to plunge her, 


been all Lady Maitland had to appre- 


hend from a diſcovery of the ſhame- 


ful impoſition ſhe had practiſed, ſhe 


3 HY 


2X would have cared very little about the 


matter. But the loſs of her promiſed 


four thouſand pounds a year, and ſtil 
more, the conſequences ſhe had to dread 
from the reſentment of her late huſ- 
Y band's relations, were ſerious conlide- 


rations. For even ſhould Sir George, 
Vor. „ 8 with 
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with whom ſhe had always lived upon 
terms of intimacy, and over whom her 
relations had conſiderable influence, 
be generous enough to pardon the in- 4 
| Jury ſhe had intended to do him, the 
Wil affair would inevitably be known to 
All the world; and how ſhould ſhe be 
able to ſhow her face, after having com- 
Wl mitted an action of which it was the 
"i intereſt of every family of fortune in 
the kingdom to expreſs a pointed diſ- 
approbation. On theſe accounts ſhe 
_ endeavoured, to the very utmoſt of 
her power, to perſuade our heroine to 
keep the whole a ſecret, and accept 
the ſplendid offers made her by Lord 
Belſord. But finding that ſhe was not 
to be prevailed upon, that ſhe was 
actually preparing to leave the room 
with a profeſſed intention of writing a 
note of information to Sir George 
Maitland, ſhe ſuddenly ſtopped her; J | 
tl Hold, Juliana, og ſhe) if you are not 
5 - abſolutely F 
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abſolutely bent upon ruin, hear what 
I have now to propoſe. I have ſo long 
affected to love you as a daughter, that 
I have conceived for you a real tender- 
neſs, and ſhall be very unhappy to ſee 
you ſtripped of every expectation you 
have ſo long entertained, and turned 
3 into the world, without knowing how 
to provide for even the common ne- 
ceſſaries of life. As a proof of this 
affection, I will not only promiſe to 
| preſerve the ſecret of your birth invio- 
late; but will give up your marriage 
with Lord Belford, and conſent to 
2 that with Mr. Maitland. By this means 
the family will be deprived of no part 
of what belongs to them, it will only 
be divided between the brothers, which 
will be much better than giving the 
43 | whole to one; thus you may eſcape 
* the misfortunes which threaten you, 
nen the fmalleſt ee of your 
on 515 0% 2 il} pp 
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principles, and render; both yourſelf 
and the man you love happy. _ 
Juliana pauſed. Never was tempta- E 
tion ſtronger, never did it preſent it- 
ſelf in a form more deluſive. To eſ- 1 
cape from diſtreſs and danger on one 
hand, and to ſecure all that ſhe had ever I 

looked forward to, as happineſs, on tho 
| other. She pauſed, but it was only 4 
for a moment. No ſooner did the idea 3 
of impoſition and injuſtice preſent 4 
themſelves to her mind, than her vir- 
tuous heart rejected them with abhor- A 
rence. Ah, how, (exclaimed ſhe) ſhal! 
I dare to give my hand to a worthy I 
.and amiable man, under a fictitious 3 | 
name and character? How ſhould I en- 
dure his expreſhons of gratitude, and 1 
tenderneſs? How ſhould I bear the 
eyes of Mrs. Maitland ? How return 
her careſſes, or thoſe of my dear Mary? $ 
Would not my confuſion betray the 
ſeeret that lurked in 2 my guilty heart ? 1 
TY 1 


Oo io NA+ is 5: Ee: 
2 424 W 

2 WET 25 PREY 

1 RT, 


every ſource of Ppleaſure, and carry 
| wretchedneſs into the boſom of do- 


meſtic felicity. 


It was in vain that Lady Maitland 
endes orte to reaſon, or ridicule her 
out of theſe opinions, they were fixed 
too deeply in her ſoul ever to be re- 
moved; her pure mind, unſpotted by 
1 the habits which a longer acquaintance 


with the world too often renders fami- 


Har, retained its native quick ſenſe of J 


vice and virtue ; and to avoid the'one, 
and embrace the other, were to it in- 


ſtinctive, and required not a train of 
cer to fix its determinations. 
She had no ſooner reached her own 
apartment, than a ſummons to dinner 
arrived; but requeſting, in a meſſage 


to Mrs. Mordant, to be excuſed, on 


account of indiſpoſition, which ſne 


might well plead, her whole frame 
| being diſordered by the agony of. her 


C3 1 
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| Yes, that coiifcions guilt would poiſon 
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mind, ſhe fat down, and in as tow 
words as the occaſion would' admit, 
informed Sir George Maitland of the 
diſcovery ſhe had juſt made; intreated 
his pardon, and that of his family, 
for the innocent impoſition the had 
been guilty of, and intirely reſigned 
to him all pretenſions to her preſent 
poſſeſſions, as well as thoſe ſhe expected 
to poſſeſs, The moment ſhe had finiſhed, 
me rang the bell, and her maid appear- 
ing, gave the letter into her hands, 
_ directing, that it ſhould immediately be 
| ſent to the Baronet. 

No ſooner was her maid retired, than 
throwing herſelf upon a ſofa, ſhe 
elaſped her hands together, and look- 
ing up with fervor, indulged for a mo- 


ment, the triumph of a heart conſcious 


of its own rectitude. But though hu- 
manity, ſupported by religion and vir- 
tue, may endure calamity with firm- 
neſs and fee ; vanity and en- 

thuſtaſm 
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thuſiaſm alone can give it the power of 
exulting in it. A ſhower of tears 
which fell from the lovely eyes of our 


heroine, and the ſighs which ſeemed to 
burſt from the very bottom of her 


4 heart, acknowledged the weakneſs of 
the nature to Which that heart di id ſo 
much honour; ; and ſhe was fitting in 
A melancholy reverie, out of which it- 


is probable her own reſolution, would 


not quickly have rouſed her; when 
= ſome one tapped gently at the door. 
= She roſe i in a kind of haſty confuſion, - 


as one, who 2 is ſuddenly: awakened from 


2 pro ofound - ſleep, and advancing two 


or three ſteps towards it, ſtopped, as 
if afraid to go further; but, upon the 
ſignal, of deſired admittance being 


again repeated, ſhe recollected herſelf 
ſufficiently to open it; when with 


much concern and ſoftneſs in her aſpect, 


| Mrs, Mordant entered, 


. juliana 


misfortune, and the applauſe ſlie be- 


of an impoſition, which was ſo intirely 


ſioned; and ſhe felt conſiderable com- 


friendſhip, and every aſſiſtance and 


inform her, that Lord Belford, ſo far 
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Juliana felt every thing but the con- 7 
fuſion of guilt ; but, the kind forrow A 
which Mrs. Mordant expreſſed for her 


ſtowed, upon her uncommon” refotu- 
tron and virtue, in giving up ſo much, 
rather than conſent to the continuance 


unſuſpected, and might therefore, have 1 FT 
been carried on with ſo much fafety; 
by degrees. removed the uneaſy ſenſa- 
tions, which her preſence at firſt occa- 


fort from her aſſurances of continued 


conſolation in her power to give. 510 
When the had by degrees ſoothed, | 

and in ſome meaſure recompoſed, the 

mind of our heroine, ſhe proceeded to 


from feeling his attachment to her 
weakened by the change in her cir- ö 
eumſtances, was more in love than ever, 
9 and 
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and had commiſſioned her to offer any 
terms, that might induce her to bleſs 
him with the hand he had fo long 
ſought in vain. She then proceeded 
to expreſs her admiration of his Lord- 
X ſhip's conſtancy and generoſity, both 
i of which, ſhe ſaid; were very uncom- 
mon in men of his rank and fortune, 
* who having every day the choice of ſo 
many, ſeldom made themſelves uneafy 
about, or took much trouble with any 
one, however great her beauty or ac- 
9 compliſhments; and concluded, with 
dceclaring her hope, that ſo much lover- 
4 like merit, would make a ſuitable im- 
preſſion upon a heart fo generally juſt 
and grateful as her's, and that ſhe 
would permit her to carry back a fa- 
vorable anſwer to the Earl, who was 
then waiting for it with impatience. 
1 Our heroine heſitated. A thouſand 
thoughts too poſſeſſion of her mind, 
as it were in the fame moment. She 
' C5. „ 
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„ 


was poor, the was friendleſs; the ille- 
gitimate offspring of a woman, whoſe 


manners ſhe diſliked, and whoſe under- 


ſtanding ſhe deſpiſed, and whoſe morals 
ſhe. deteſted. Of the only man ſhe 


ever could love, ſhe muſt now think 


no more; for ſhould he even be ge- 
nerous enough to overlook the altera- 
tion in her circumſtances and ſituation, | 
and offer to fulfil the engagement he 


was under to her, it would be her 
place to convince him that ſhe deſerved 


his affection, by ſteadily refuſing what 
| would ſo much debaſe and injure him. 5 


4. 


There was but one way, one poſſible 


een 


way left. 1 In the title of counteſs, her 


want of name, her diſhonour would 


be loſt, and ſhould ſhe live to hear that 


& F# 


of dowager added to it— This thought 


was almofl ſtealing through her mind, 
before its improper tendency was de- 


tected; but a ſudden recollection diſ- 
played it at once in its proper light, 


and 
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and it was baniſhed with averſion. At 
the fame inſtant the idea of Lady 
Frances Seward, and the cruel treat- 
ment ſhe had received from this ſpeci- 

ous man, preſented itſelf before her. 


LU | You will, no doubt, madam, ſaid ſhe, 
A | (addrefling Mrs. Mordant) greatly 
blame me, for declining the aparently. 
„ generous propoſal, now made me by 
Lord Belford; but in anſwer to it, be 


good enough to aſk him, if he has a 
right to make it; and, this I preſume, 


will be a ſufficent one. Mrs. Mordant 


uſed many arguments to perſuade her, 
to what ſhe thought ſo greatly to her 


* advantage; but finding her abſolutely 


| 4 againſt it, ſhe aſked i in what manner 
ſbe intended to diſpoſe of herſelf, and 
7 whether ſhe thou ght of returnin g to 
Furze-Hill. 
Never! never n our he- 
roine with fervor) never will J again 
1 behold 3 it or its dear inhabitants. Ah, 
F C6 little 
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And why ſhould you part for ever, (ſaid 
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little did I think, (continued ſhe, the 
tears flowing faſt down her lovely face) 
little did I think, when I laſt embraced 
them, that we were parting for ever. 


Mrs. Mordant;) as you are perfectly 
innocent of all intention to injure them, 
you have a right to expect a continuas Þ 
tion of their friendſhip, and the exer-: 
tion of their good offices; I neither 


doubt of their friendſhip, or goodneſs, 
(replied Juliana) I rather fear, that they 


would wiſh to do more for me, than 1 


ought to accept. This, however, I 


will not put to the proof. The ac- 
compliſhments that I have acquired as 
atnuſements, may now anſwer a more 
important purpoſe, that of gaining an 
independent ſubſiſtence ; and I am de- 
termined, that neither pride or indo- 
lence ſhall prevent my acting properly 
in the new character I am to aſſume 
and ſupport. If that is your reſolu- 

5 5 
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tion, (anſwered Mrs. Mordant) I may 
perhaps be of uſe to you. About fifty 
miles diſtant from hence there is a fa- 
mily related to Mr. Mordant, who 
have requeſted me to inquire for a go- 
verneſs, to ſuperintend the education of 
their daughters. If you chooſe to un- 
Nertake the taſk, I will recommend 
you in ſuch terms as were ere Our 
Warn | 
A family who lived at a greater dif 
tance from Mordant-Place, would have 
been more deſirable to our heroine 3 
but ſhe had no choice, and "inſtantly 
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vert her ſteps from the path of duty, 


1 however thorny and uneven it might 


be. She thanked Mrs. Mordant for 


her friendly propoſal, and begged ſhe 


would favor her ſo far as to write im- 
mediately, it being her wiſh to remove 
that very afternoon. She was how- 
ever, 1 to give up ſuch an in- 
tention, 
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tention, as it was already drawing to- 
wards evening; and Mrs. Mordant 
promiſed to have a letter in readineſs 
for her, as early in the morning as 
would be agreeable to her. She then 
informed her, that Sir George was in- 
tirely reconciled to Lady Maitland, 
with whom he had promiſed to appear 


at all the public places next winter; 


and that he expreſſed great pity for her, 
declaring, that if his mother, brother, 
and ſiſter were inclined to do any 
thing, he would willin gly contribute 
to her ſupport. | 

Juliana ſmiled . hes books, 


but it was a ſmile rather of diſdain than 


approbation, or gratitude. I will be 
obliged to nobody, (faid ſhe) for my 
ſupport, while I am able to procure it 
myſelf. Should the time arrive when 
I am no longer fo, I will then thank 
Sir George for his offered kindneſs. 


Do you not mean to ſee your mother? 


n= 
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(ſaid Mrs. Mordant. ) I you chooſe 
to pay her a viſit before you go to the 
X Grove, (the houſe of Mr. Mordanr's 
relation) the chariot is at your ſervice, 
and her houſe is not more than a three 
hours drive from hence. If ever it 
ſhould be in my power to be uſeful to 
her, (anſwered our heroine) I will ſee 
herz; but if it is left to my own choice, 
upon no other occaſion. I cannot think 
that any other kind of duty is due from 
me; and what have I to expect from 
ſuch a mother? But 13 (heſitated 
ſhe) had a father. I could not aſk 
Z Lady: Maitland. Do you know ma- 
dam? I am ſorry, (replied Mrs. Mor- 
dant) that I am able to give you ſo 
mortifying an account. I aſked the 
7 queſtion, juſt now, in hopes of hearing 
he was at leaſt a gentleman; but to my 
ſurpriſe was told, that Miſs Henly had 
the folly to fall in love with a hand- 
ſome footman, who attended upon 
Lady 
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Lady Maitland, and that he was your 
father; + Nay, I will tel: you all, that 
knowing the truth, you may act as 
your own good ſenſe ſhall direct you. 
Before the affair was ſuſpected, Jones, 
(for that is his name) was diſmifled by 
the late Sir George for drunkenneſs. He 
has ſince been turned out of ſeveral 
families for the ſame fault, not with- 
out conſiderable cauſe to ſuſpect his 
honeſty, and is now waiter at a ſmall- 
Inn on the London road. be 
Juliana ſtrove to ſmile. She ſtrug- 
gled to rife ſuperior to the enmity of 
nature and fortune; but the effort 
was too great for her weakened ſpirits, 
ſhe. ſunk back on a ſofa, and fainted 
away. Mrs. Mordant was greatly 
alarmed, ſhe: rang the bell with vio- 
lence, and a ſervant appearing, ordered 
ſome hartſhorn and waterto be brought, 
and the houſekeeper to come up, ad- 
ding, tell her that Miſs Maitland: is 
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l _ ill. The meſſenger had ſcarce re- 

turned with the ordered reſtorative, 

before the whole company out of the- 

1 Je, who had heard the report of 

0 9 J dhana' s indifpoſition, partly excited 

7 ? Aby pity, and partly by curioſity, en- 
ſtered the apartment. Mrs. Mordant 

3 | Hh rubbed ſome of the ſpirit upon 

Kher temples, while the houſe-keeper: 

gendeavored to get a ſmall quantity 

mixed with water into her mouth. 

heir efforts were at laſt ſucceſsful, 

3 whe ſighed' deep, and opened her lan- 

4 guid eyes; when the firſt object which 

| Þ preſented itſelf dag _ was Henry 
3 Maitland. | 

| His ideles'y were wn and his b 

| 4 xed upon her with the moſt anxious 

tenderneſs. The moment ſhe beheld» - 

him, the blood ruſhed into her cheeks, 
and the expreflion of her eyes ſuddenly 
changed from languid inſenfibility, to 
ſurpriſe and pleaſure : ſhe ſtarted up, 
3 6.1 5 4 n d | 


(cried Henry, in an agony, obſervin :| 8 
the unuſual wildneſs in her fine eyes ;) 


ever! As he ſpake theſe words ſhe © 


withdrawing her hand from his, and 
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and giving him her hand, which be 2 
21 kiſſed, I know, (ſaid ſhe) you 4 
are come to deliver me out of all my 2 
troubles; every body elſe. en, 1 
but you will pity me. I will do more, A 


I will admire, protect, love you for : bi 
ſeemed to recover her recollection, and 


applying it to her forehead, ſunk * 1 

the ſofa in a ſnower of tears. 99 1 
Mrs. Mordant then began to inquire 

1 ſhe did; her example was followed 


by Lady Maitland, who appeared quite 

at eaſe, and unconſcious of being the 4 5 

baſe, cruel author of her misſortunes. # | 
Mifs Windſor and Miſs Mordant 1 


their eee and vity dil. 


com poſed 
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I compoſed her, begged they would re- 
tire, and permit him to ſpeak a few. 
1 words to her alone. Mrs. Mordant was 
„ immediately going; but Lady Mait- 
land aſſuming an air of conſequence, 
ſaid, ſhe thought it by no means pro- 
per. That Mrs. or Miſs Mordant 
1 were fitter to be left with her, if they 
„0 M would be good enough to undertake 
d the diſagreeable taſk of reaſoning with 
d her, upon the folly of fretting about 
N } | i! what could not be remedied. Henry, 

'F caſting upon her a look of ſevere con- 
re tempt, anſwered, that the lovely un- 
dF fortunate before them, was no longer 
te 2A | a part of her concern; adding, go and 
c enjoy the thought of having injured 
s. ¶ the moſt perfect of human creatures to 
it the very utmoſt of your power; leave 
the remainder of her life to take its 
courſe under another influence, you 
h have exerted yours to the utmoſt. 


1 55 . 5 * 
5592889 , 
7 : k 
7 * 
8 0 
1 " . 8 q 
__ v 
REES: - 
Yd. - - 
1 F , 
m5 495 8 
1 
= 
7 
Y 
. = 
1 


A HENRY AND ISABELLA, 


In ſpite of Lady Maitland's unfeel- 
ing folly, a bluſh deepened the rouge 
upon her cheeks ; but inftantly baniſh- 


ing a ſenfibility which was unnatural 


to her, ſhe replied, that they might do 


as they pleaſed, with all her heart; 


and with an affected toſs of her bend 
quitted the room. Mrs. Mordant then 
recommending a little more hartſfiorn 
and water to Juliana, and ſaying ſhe 
hoped to hear of her being very ſoon 
quite well, walked after her, Miſs 
Windſor, and Miſs Mordant were con- 
ſtrained to follow their example; but 


_ the former caſting upon our heroine a 


took of fatirical diſdain, faid, no doubt 
the would ſoon be better, Having got * 
excellent 2 comforter. 

The moment they were gone, 10 | 


ik preſſed Henry to follow them. . 


Leave me, (faid ſhe) I intreat you! * 
your friendſhip to meis now improper; 


alas, you know not who or what Jam! 
8 Leave 
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Leave you, my lovely eee (ex- 
| claimed Henry . no, never! My im- 
patience to ſee you brought me here 
ſome days before that upon which 
you had kindly promiſed to accompany 
me home. This place. is not a fit. re- 
ſidence for you; let me, I conjure you! 
let me prevail upon you to return with 
me this very afternoon; the nights are 
light and pleaſant; we will not ſtop 
upon the road, and ſhall be at Furze- 
Fill before the family are ſtirring in 
the morning. Return to Furze-Hill, 
(exclaimed Juliana;) no, no! that muſt 
never be. Sure you have not heard 
of the change.—I ſee no change in my 
charming Juliana, (cried Henry ;) nei- 


cher Mrs. Maitland or your Mary will 


ſee any. Are you not as good, as; fair, 
as amiable, as accompliſhed, —Ah, (in- 
terrupted ſhe) but- where is my for- 
tune, my——Gone, (returned Henry ;) 
but mine is not deſpicable, and I know. 
my . 
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my juliana can be content without 


ſplendor. Did ſhe think it was her for- 
tune that I loved? No, (anſwered ſhe ;) 
and were I ſtill Juliana Maitland, I 


would not ſcruple to ſhare | your's. 


You ſhall be ſo, (cried Henry, kiſſing 
her hand in a rapture) you ſhall be the 
daughter of Mrs. Maitland, the ſiſter 
of Mary, and the beloved, the adored 
wife of your happy Henry. Oh, never, 


never! (replied ſhe) never will I bring 


diſgrace upon a family, upon perſons 1 


love ſo much. You ſurely do not 
know the particulars.— Ves, yes, (an- 
ſwered he) I know all of which envy 


and malice itſelf can inform me. Of 
this you will be convinced, when I tell 
you that Miſs Windſor was my in- 


former. And to what does it amount? 
Does it impute to you a ſingle fault? 
Does it tarniſh one of your excellen- 


cies? How then can it alter my affec- 
tion ? Do * think my mother, or 
ülter 
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ſiſter mean enough to be influenced by 
ſuch circumitances ? Surely you know 


them too well. Are you not as dear 
to them as they are to each other? 


And will not every ſorrow you feel be 
theirs? Yes, my adored charmer, we 
will all ' unite to ſoften and efface the 


impreſſion this ſudden change of cir- 


cumſtances has made upon your mind 
and it ſhall be the ſtudy of my future 
life, to render them the only painful 


ones you ſhall ever experience. 


Generous! worthy Henry! (ex- 
claimed our heroine ;) but it is no 


more than I ought to have expected. 


from you. Then pauſing a moment, 
Mrs; Maitland, (faid ſhe) is not yet 
acquainted with the misfortunes that 
have befallen me; will you return to 
Furze-hill, and be yourſelf her in- 


former? From your report of the re- 
_ ception ſhe gives it, I ſhall know how 


to form. my final reſolution, I will 
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do any thing, and every thing you re- 
queſt, (anſwered he ;) but in my own 


opinion a letter, with which I will diſ- 


patch my ſervant, and which you ſhall 


read previous to its being ſent, will 
_ do equally well. Nay, better; for you 
will then have Mrs. Maitland's ſenti- 


ments under her own hand, uninfluenced 


by any thing but her juſtice and affec- 


tion. I have a particular reaſon, (re- 


plied Juliana) for requeſting that you 
will yourſelf be the meſſenger. per- 


haps, (continued ſhe, bluſhing) I do 


not wiſh her to be quite uninfluenced. 


Henry was in a rapture. He joy- 


Fully promiſed to ſet out immediately, 


ſaying, he would travel all night, and 
be back again by the middle of the 
next day. To which our heroine re- 
plied, that ſhe ſhould, by no means, be 
ſatisfied with ſo haſty an anſwer from 
Mrs. Maitland. At the moment you 


relate my diſtreſs, (ſaid ſhe) pity may 


poſſibly 


FEY = a... "INF "lh 8 


— 


HENRY AND PSABELLA, 49 


poſſibly ſway her judgment. She muſt, 
at leaſt, have a day to deliberate, to 
view the affair in every different light. 
If, after this, I receive her full appro- 
bation, my heart will know upon what 
to repoſe itſelf, and no future repent- 
ance will cloud the tranſitory ſunſhine 
of hafly determination. | You muſt not 
leave Furze Hill till the ans after 


to- morrow. Fj 


Henry uſed many arg toi 155. 


duce her to conſent to his return the 


next day, hut ſhe reſolutely perſiſted 


in her requeſt, declaring, that nothing 5 


leſs would at all ſutisfy her; upon 
which, after many intreaties, that ſhe 
would be chearful, and not ſuffer un- 
pleaſant reflections to prey upon her 
mind, after ſeveral times going to the 
door of her apartment, and once as 
far as to the end of the gallery, and 
then turning back to renew his re- 


queſt, he took leave. 4.7 em 
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Upon entering the parlour, he found 
Lady Maitland, Miſs Windſor, Miſs 
Mordant and Sir George, diverting 


themſelves with the length of the tẽte- 


a-tete between Henry and Miſs Henly, 
as they now affected to call our he- 


roine. Mrs. Mordant was giving the 


mortified Peer an account of the ſuc- 
ceſs of her commiſſion; and Albert, 
who was excluded from one of the 
parties, and had too much good - nature 
to enjoy the wit of the other, ſat alone, 
ruminating .upon the changes and 


chances of this mortal life. Upon 


Henry's entering, Mrs. Mordant aſked 

him how he had left his fair friend ? | 
She is perfectly compoſed, (replied he:) 
Then aſſuming a very 1crious air, Let 


me, madam, (ſaid he, addreſſing Mrs. 


Mordant) particularly recommend her 
© your attention and kindneſs. She 


will not, I fancy, wiſh to quit her 


ent during the few days of her 
4 continuance 
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continuance under your protection: 


viſit her there, I intreat you, and do 


Y not ſuffer her mind to dwell vpon 


gloomy objects. Should any thing but 
your Own goodneſs be wanting to in- 
duce you to the performance of ſo 


pleaſing an act of humanity, be aſſured 


you will confer the moſt laſting obli- 
gation upon Mrs. Maitland, my ſiſter, 
and my ſelf. Mrs. Mordant affured 
him ſhe would omit nothing in her 
power to conſole the lovely mourner. 
After which, aſking Sir George if he 


had any commands to Furze Hill, and 
taking a ſlight leave of the reſt of the 


company, he mounted his horſe, (which, 


before his entering the room, he had 


ordered to be got ready,) and rode off 


at a pace which expreſſed the ardour 
of his diſpoſition, and the ſtrength and 
mpatience of his affections, N 


CHAP, 
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"CHAPTER XXVII. 
A COUNTRY GENTLEMAN's FAMILY, 


IN purſuance of her promiſe to 
Henry, Mrs. Mordant, having de- 


prived the poor Peer of every hope of 


fucceeding with our heroine, as ſoon 


as the ladies removed from the dining- 
parlour to the drawing-room, went up 


to her apartment, where, inſtead of 


finding her overwhelmed with afflic- 


tion, as ſhe feared, ſhe beheld her bu- 


fied in placing her clothes in her tra- 


velling trunk, a taſk ſhe was obliged 


Umot wholly to perform herſelf, as 
her weeping maid was nearly incapable 


of giving her any aſſiſtance, 
Upon Mrs. Mordant's entrance, ſhe 


preſented a ſmall cabinet to her, re- 


queſting that ſhe would do her the fa- 


your to have it ſafely delivered to Mrs. 
| Maitland ; 
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Maitland ; adding, that ſhe muſt take 


the liberty to remind her of the letter. 
of recommendation with which. ſhe. 


had promiſed to furniſh her; which 


ſhe requeſted her to prepare that even- 
ing, as it was her intention to deliver 


it at the Grove before noon the next 


day; and that ſhe ſhould efteem it a 


very particular obligation, if ſhe would 


keep the place to which ſhe was re- 
moved a fecret from Lady Maitland, 
Lord Belford, and, if poſſible, from 
every one to whom ſhe was known; 
but eſpecially from My. Maitland. This 
Mrs. Mordant readily and poſitively 
promiſed, not being ſorry to find ſhe 


defired to conceal herſelf from a young 


man for whom ſhe had a conſiderable 
regard, and whoſe future proſpects ſhe 


thought would be greatly hurt by a i 
marriage with a girl who had, as it 


now appeared, neither fortune or family 


to recommend her. 
D;3 Having 
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Having arranged every thing to her 
ſatisfaction, and received her letter 
from Mrs. Mordant, of whom ſhe took 
a very kind leave, our heroine retired 


to reſt, or rather ſhe lay down upon 


her bed. Her body repoſed, but her 


mind was agitated by ten thouſand un- 


eaſy reflections. Sometimes ſhe deter- 


mined to ſtruggle through every diffi- 
_ culty with ſteadineſs and reſolution, to 
ſupport her change of ſituation with 


fortitude, and, what ſhe loſt in for- 


tune and rank, to regain in that dig- 


nity of ſoul which enables true philo- 


ſophy to ſuſtain adverſity. Sometimes 


fear of a world to which ſhe was ſo 
much a ſtranger, would make her 
ſhrink back from the uncertain conteſt, 


and ardently long- to repoſe herſelf in 


the arms of thoſe dear friends, who ſhe 


had every reaſon to believe would kind- 
Iy ftretch them out to receive her. On 


this ſide of the queſtion love, too, was 
Bo | _ 5 an 
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an eloquent pleader. Henry Maitland 
was one, was the principal of thoſe 
friends to whom ſhe ſhould be ſo 
greatly obliged. Could obligations to 
him ever be painful or oppreſſive? could 
ſhe not return them all, more than re- 
turn them by her friendſhip and affec- 
tion? She repreſented him to her heart 
as the worthy rector of a pleaſant 
country village. She viewed their con- 
venient, ſnug parſonage; their garden 
ſtored with every variety of fruit and 
vegetable; ſhe accompanied him to 
viſit his poor and ſick pariſhioners; ſhe 
leaned upon his arm as they walked to 
church, heard him perform the ſacred 
office with unaffected, manly devotion. 
She ſaw the honeſt farmers and their 

ruddy wives and daughters flocking 
around him as they returned, making 
their ruſtic bows, and paying him 
thanks for the excellent inſtructions he 
had Ewen them, while the poor bleſ- _ 
j | D 4 {ed 
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ſed the kind friend and patron, who, 


while he pointed out the way to hea- 


ven, and taught them to ſecure the 
happineſs of 2 future life, by his be- 


nevolence and active goodneſs, ren- 


dered their preſent pilgrimage ſupport- 


able. Sometimes Mrs. Maitland and 


Mary were their viſitants, and ſome - 
times ſhe and her Henry were ger 


5 rary inhabitants of Furze Hill. 


From theſe ſweet momentary FRO 


ſions, ſhe would ſuddenly awake to 


the keeneſt ſenſe of her real condition. 


A poor out · caſt, without fortune, fa- 
mily, or even ee whom ſhe could 


acknowledge, but with the deep bluſh 
of almoſt guilty confuſion ! Should ſhe 
intrude herſelf among thoſe who look- 


ed up to their anceſtors with conſcious 
exultation, and hoped to tranſmit to 
their poſterity the honours and virtues 


they had received from them, would 


not her children deſpiſe her, and 


would 
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would not all thoſe who loved her huſ- 
band, however their affections might 
at preſent overrule their judgment, 
hereafter look upon her as the perſon 
who had ſtopped the rife of his for- 
tunes, and fixed him in that medio- 
crity of life, which, unfettered by ſuch 
an embarraſſing engagement, they might 
have ſoared far above? Nay, generous 
and affectionate as he was, might he 
not ſometimes ſecretly regret a circum- 
ſtance, which, by entangling his heart 
and honour in the misfortunes of ano 
ther, had, in effect, rendered them his 
own? She would not put his love to 
fo ſevere a trial. She would fly, for 
ever, from the preſence of thoſe who 
could not increaſe her happineſs, but 
at the expence of their own. She 
would alone be the victim of her own 
misfortunes. 
In chis reſolution be PE before | 
five o'clock the following morning. 
| D 5 At 
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At "IH according to her directions, a” 


hired. chaiſe and pair were at the door; 
and about four in the en ſhe 
arrived at the Grove. 

The houſe, which was a very good 
one, ſtood in a low but pleaſant ſitua- 
tion. It was almoſt ſurrounded by a 
fine navigable river; and the grounds 
beyond it riſing every way in a gentle 


aſcent, formed a beautiful amphi- 


theatre,. which had a peculiarity ex- 
tremely pleaſing to the eye. The ap- 


proach to it was through a fine wood; 
in paſſing along which, you caught 
ſeveral delightful views of the houſe, 


the river, and ſurrounding banks, ſe- 


veral parts of which were finely wood- 


ed. Juliana was charmed with the ap- 
pearance of every thing about her; 
her mind, naturally ſuſeeptible of pleaſ- 
ing impreſſions, felt relieved of halt 
the load by which it was oppreſſed; and 
ſhe looked forward with a certain ex- 
211 2 Feen 
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pectation of finding the inh itants of 
this ſweet retreat, as amiable AS it was 
delightful. 
When the chaiſe Goopeda at the With; 
# ſhe {enquired of an aukward kind of 
footman, if Mrs. Burton was at home, 
and was anſwered, that he could not 
tell, but would. go and aſk. After 
waiting near a quarter of an hour, he 
returned and told her his miſtreſs de- 
fired to know what buſineſs ſhe had 
with her; upon which ſhe gave him 
Mrs. Mordant's letter, requeſting him 
to deliver that to his lady, and it would 
explain the cauſe of her taking the li- 


berty of waiting upon her. In a few 


minutes, he again appeared, and de- 
livered his miſtreſs's compliments, and 
a requeſt that ſhe would walk in. Se 
was conducted into a very good par- 
our, the furniture. of which, though 
not modern, was handſome, and in 

wood repair; the only thing which of- 
. fended 
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- fended the eye of our heroine, was 
ſeveral portraits, which appeared to re- 
preſent a father, mother, and children; 
every one of whom greatly reſembled 
the latter, and each other; and all 
wore in their countenances, the marks 
of ſtupidity, blended with a kind of 
vacant pertneſs, which together, was 
particularly diſguſting. Juliana could 
not help wondering, that any one 
ſhould wiſh to tranſmit ſuch faces to 

_ poſterity ; and ardently to hope, that 


| f F they were not the repreſentatives of her 
| | intended pupils. Upon this ſubject her 


mind was employed when the door open- 
ed, and Mrs. Burton and her three daugh- 
ters entered, at the firſt glance, aſ- 
furing Juliana, that they were a part 
of the originals, from whom the faces 
upon the wall were copied. 
80, Miſs, (ſaid Mrs. Burton, as ſhe 
entered) I find you are the young 
_ perſon my couſin Mordant has ſent to 
| be 
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be a governeſs to my girls. Well, you 
ſeem to be a very genteel pretty kind 
of body: pray what can you do? J 
ſuppoſe you can ſpeak French? Juliana 
replied, that if, upon Mrs. Mordant's 
recommendation, the thought fit to 
place the young ladies under her care, 
ſhe hoped it would be in her power to 
inſtruct them in all thoſe branches of 
education which are generally thought 
neceſlary, among which a competent 
knowledge of the French language 
would certainly he ineluded. Can you 
do ſhell-work and embroidery ? (ſaid 
Mrs. Burton) and teach them to write 
an Italian hand? You won't be angry, 
I hope, (continued ſhe, ſeeing her look 
ſurpriſed} at my aſking a good many 
queſtions. I ſuppoſe you will expect 
to be paid for your trouble; and be- 
fore we part with our money, we would 
know a little for what. And pray, 
mama, (cried one of the young ladies) 
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is not ſhe to teach us to play upon the 
ſpinnet, and dance the minuet De La- 
Cour? And I hope, (exclaimed ano- 
ther) ſhe will ſhow me how to do up 
my hair a little better! Miſs James's 
governeſs has taught her to do her's 
up, juſt as if ſhe had had a French 


hair- dreſſer. Yes, (rejoined the third) 
and ſhe has taught her to waſh gauze 


and %. lace, ſo that it looks for all 
the world as if it was new. Now you 
know, mama, if ours can learn us to 
do ſo, it will ſave almoſt as much as 


her wages come to. Who gave you 


all leave to chatter ſo faſt, (cried Mrs. 
Burton, angrily; ) I dare ſay Mrs. Mor- 
dant would not have ſent any body 
but who is proper. She is a very civil 


Miſs Burton) ſhe looks very good- 
natured ; I like her a vaſt deal better 


than Miſs Harland. Oh yes, a vaſt deal, 


OT the ſecond daughter, whoſe 


name 


MENRYCANDISAPEULA: Of 


name was Peggy) Miſs Harland is ſo 
proud. Well, if ſhe is proud, (an- 
ſwered their mother) ſne has ſomething 
to be proud of, ſhe is a Lord's daugh- 
ter. Oh, to be ſure, (exclaimed Miſs 
Hannah, the youngeſt of the three) 
if I was a Lord's daughter, I ſhould be 
proud enough. And what would you 
have to be proud of, (returned Mrs. Bur- 
ton) it is nothanks to her that heisa Lord. 
Pray Miſs, (ſaid the eldeſt, addreſ- 
ſing Juliana) do you think couſin Betſy 
Mordant handſome? She is generally 
thought ſo, (anſwered our heroine.) 
Handſome ! (cried Mrs. Burton) ſhe is 
too conceited to be handſome ; hand- 
ſome is, as handſome does. Beſides, 
all couſin Mordant's eſtate is ſettled 
upon his ſon, and his wife, though ſhe 
was a Lord's daughter, had little or 
nothing, ſo that couſin Betſy will have 
no great fortune; and then what does 
her beauty ſignify? And yet how fine 
the dreſſes, (exclaimed Miſs Peggy ;) 

| one 
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one would think ſhe had money as 


*. 


ay as dirt. Oh, there is no know- 


ing people by their clothes, (cried 


Miſs — 3) or who would not think 


that Miſs Reynolds, and the Miſs Whites 
had great fortunes, and yet every body 


knows that their fathers can give them 


nothing at all. No, that's certain 
enough, | (returned the eldeſt Y for 
if Mr. White could have given Miſs 


Nancy two thouſand pounds, ſhe would 
have been married to Mr. Longman of 
the Hill. What is that to you, pray, 


(cried Mrs. Burton ;) I beg you won't 


let your tongues run at ſuch a rate; 
you ſhould be thankful that your fa- 


ther can do better for you: though 
to ſay the truth it is no great thanks to 
him. If I had not married him when 
TI did he would have been no better 


than his neighbours, though now very 


few of them can count guineas with 
him. I 2 not, indeed, (æried Miſs 


Peggy 5} 
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Petny ;) I fancy very few will pretend 


to it. That is nothing to you, (re- 


turned Mrs. Burton ;) if you are likely 


co have a good fortune, you ſhould 


try to behave well, and learn to ſpeak 
French, and play on the muſic, that 
W you may be fit to marry a gentleman, 
for if you ever marry any thing under 
a gentleman, your father will never 
give you a ſingle farthing. Though 
my father was anly a ſhopkeeper, yet 
you ſec Llearned to behave myſelf, and 
ſo married as good a gentleman as the 
beſt of them. To be ſure I had money 
in plenty, and plenty of money makes 
a gentleman at any time. Then, (faid 
Miſs Burton) if we was to marry a 
man that has plenty of money, my 
papa would not be angry though he 
were not a gentleman ? No, (replied 
| her mother) provided he has money 
enough to make him one, Well but 
now couſin Nordant has ſent us a go- 
verneſs, x 


verneſs, (cried Miſs Peggy) we ſhall 
learn to behave ſo as to marry a right 
gentleman, and that will be better, 
Won't it mama? Yes to be ſure, (an- 
ſwered Mrs. Burton ;) but then yon 
muſt mind her, and not run about 
like wild things as you do now. See 
how: Hannah pokes her head, what 
gentleman will ever like her if ſne does 
ſo? Then turning ſuddenly to Juliana, 
the aſked what * ſhe ene to 
receive? 

Our poor heroine was too e 
diſguſted by the foregoing converſa- 
tion, as well as by the appearance of 
Mrs. Burton, and her daughters, to 
have continued an hour at the Grove, 

had ſhe known where elſe to go; but 
the wide world at that moment preſent- 
ing her with but one probable place of 
ſhelter, and ſhe having reſolved at all 
events to avoid that one, ſhe was 
under a neceſſity. of remaining in her 
ar preſent 
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till one more eligible ſhould preſent it? 


ſelf to her choice. She therefore an- 
ſwered, that if it was agreeable ſhe 
would ſlay a few weeks in the family, 
before her ſalary was fixed, as by that 
means they would have an opportunity 
of judging, whether ſhe was likely to 


_ anſwer the purpoſe for which they 


wiſhed to receive her. This propoſal 


appeared to pleaſe Mrs. Burton very 
much. She anſwered, that it would 


be quite agreeable ; adding, and you 


vill ſee how you like our way of living. 


Though there is no great danger of 
that, there is few families that live 
better in the whole neighbourhood; 
We are a good many of us, and as for 


© our eating, it will make no manner of 


difference in the houſe ; but couſin 
Mordant ſays, you muſt be treated in 
all reſpects like a gentlewoman, ſo I 
ſuppoſe you expect wine; however, 


* | we 
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we mal not quarrel for one glaſs after 


dinner, or ſo, and as for more, it only 


inflames the blood, and makes young | 
_ women look old before their time, 


Juliana replied, that all ſuch things 


were matters of great indifference to 


her, and that provided ſuch a degree 
of conſideration was given her in the 


E family, as would enable her to be uſe- 
ful to the young n it was all ſhe 
| deſired. 

Well, (cried Mrs. Burton) that 1 
very prettily ſaid ; 1 dare ſay you will 


do very well; but I ſuppoſe you have 


had no dinner; our hour is exactly 
two. We don't follow the new 
faſhion, we can pay every one their| 
own, and ſo have a right to do ag we fi 


pleaſe. I ſuppoſe they dine at ſeven 
or eight at couſin Mordant's, but that 
is nothing to us. It is not worth 


while to dirty the parlour again, ſo 
we ll go into the houſekeeper's room as 
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we call it, for you muſt know, I keep 


no houſekeeper, I like to fee how things 
go myſelf; but it is all one, for I keep 
my pickles and ſweetmeats there, juſt 
as if I was houſekeeper. Come, we 
will have the cloth laid there, and you 
ſhall have ſome cold loin of veal in a 
moment ; it was very good at dinner. 
Go Peggy, and bid the gardener ſend 
us a cucumber; I am afraid there is 
none of the dumpling left. 
Juliana thanked the bountiful Lady 
for this profuſion of kindneſs, but de- 
clined to accept her offered treat; ſay- 
ing, ſhe would not chooſe any thing 


| till tea time. Mrs. Burton then or- 


dered her eldeſt daughter to ſhow her 


up to the green plaid room, upon the 


ſecond floor, which command was 


| obeyed by all three; who ran up ſtairs, 


as if a reward had been offered to her 


who got to the top ſooneſt. They 


were no fooner entered the apartment, 
Which 


8 


"is 
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which was large, neatly furniſhed; and b 
very pleaſant, than the. ſenſes of our Ml 
poor heroine were perfectly con- 
founded, by the torrent of words f 
Which poured at once upon her ear. 
The young ladies all began to ſpeak ! 
at the ſame inſtant, upon different ſub- Mt 1 
jets, and endeavoured by the high Ml 
key in which they pitched their voices 

to gain the aſcendance over each other, ¶ t 

: 


f and fix the attention of the unfortu- 
nate hearer. One aſked a queſtion, Ni 
another directed her where ſhe might ! 

1 place her things, and the third pointed ! 
out the fineneſs of the profpect, (as Ml © 

| the termed it) to be ſeen from the Ml | 
window, and each by their earncit ! 
| looks and geſtures ſeemed to demand a 
= particular anſwer to what ſhe faid; in Wl | 
=_ which it being» impoſſible to oblige « 
1 F them, Juliana returned back as ſoon If 
bi as poſſible, rather chuſing to be puniſhed I * 
1 
1 | 2 
1104 
| 
(al 


HENRY AN DISAIELLA. 7. 


by attending to Mrs. Burton n to 


her three daughters at once. | 
Upon her return to the ran the 


found Mr. Burton juſt come in from 


his morning ride. He was a handſome 


looking ruddy complexioned man, 
| with . ſomething in, his appearance 


which indicated that he had once been 
| a man of the world, though now ruſ- 
ticated, and wholly careleſs about 
either his manners or perſon. This 
indeed was the real caſe, for he had 
ſo deeply involved a good eſtate by 


purſuing what are called the pleaſures 


| of the town, that he was obliged to 


| look out for a rich wife, in order to 


put him into tolerable condition, and 


enable him to keep his family manſion, 


His preſent wife, who was the daugh- 
ter of a rich tallow-chandler, happen- 
ing to fall in his way, he was induced 
to exchange his gentility for her thou- 
ſands. Since which, he had com- 


menced . 


— 


* 
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nai country Eſquire, devoting his 


whole time to the. diverſions proper- 


ly belonging to that character: not 


that he was ſuppoſed. to. have quite re- 
 knquiched all his former habits; he 


ſtill loved a game of whe ans: the 


neighbouring farmers were not fond of | 


expoſing a freſh coloured wife or 
daughter too often to his ſight. This 


with much civility, and turning to 


his wife, ſaid, he had no doubt but ſhe | 
would do very well, and thought they 
were much obliged to Mrs. Mordant | 


for en them. ſo 3 a — 


ben. 5 N gp ? 


A few E convinced Juliana, chat 


. | the capacity of her pupils were, if 
poſſible, inferior to their manners; and 
that, had the. every means of improve 


ment 


gentleman, having heard from his vo- 

luble lady, the whole account of Ju- 
liana, during the time ſhe was up ſtairs, | 
addreſſed her upon entering the room, 
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| ment put 1nto her hands, they would 
be exerted in vain. This, however, 
was by no means the caſe. Mrs. Bur- 
ton choſe to be preſent at all their leſ- 
ſons, in order, as ſhe ſaid, to be a 
| judge how they came on. She would 
often interrupt them, frequently give 
ing her opinion in direct oppolition to 
is chat of the inſtructor ; and ſupporting 
0» her, or her daughters, juſt as ſhe thought 
1- W them, what ſhe called, in the right. 
s, She likewiſe inſiſted, that their needle- 
n, work ſhould not be neglected; and 
10 I even brought ſome wriſtbands, belong- 
ie ng to a ſet of ſhirts, which they were 
then making for Mr. Burton, to our 


it MW heroine ; telling her, that it was very | 


g eaſy to talk and work at the ſame time, 
if people would but uſe themſelves to 
at it; that idleneſs was the mother of all 
if W miſchief, and therefore ſhe never al- 
d lowed it in her houſe ; that they had 
e- a whole dozen of ſhirts to make, and 
at Vor. IV. - = i + 
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as they were rather in a hurry to have 
them finiſhed, ſhe ſhould be very glad 


of her affiſtance. 
Notwithſtanding the extreme dict 


culty and diſcouragement which our 

poor heroine had to encounter, ſhe de- 
termined not to relinquiſh the taſk ſhe | 
had undertaken, while the ſmalleſt | 
hope remained of rendering herſelf | 
uſeful to her pupils. Their under- 
ſtandings, indeed, ſhe had no hope of || 


improving, but ſhe ſtill thought it was 


 poffible, in ſome degree, to correct 
their bad habits, and ſoften their diſ- 
politions, and tempers. In this hope, 
the endured their petulance and folly 


with the greateſt patience, ſweetneſs, 


and compoſure of mind. Her atten- 
tion to them was unremitted, ſhe con- 


| deſcended to hearken to their moſt ab- 


| ſurd and childiſh diſcourſes, and took 
every opportunity of correcting their | 


miſtakes, explainin 8 the nature of thoſe 


2 | 
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things, which ſhe could lower to their 
capacities, and giving them truer ideas 


of right and wrong, a matter about 


which they werealmoſttotally ignorant. 


Had ignorance, or even weakneſs of 
underſtanding, been the worſt obſtacles 


of their improvements, ſhe would have 
entertained conſiderable hopes of ren- 
dering them in ſome degree- amiable, 
and giving them a proſpett of paſſing 


through life with eaſe and comfort to 


themſelves, and thoſe with whom they 
might be connected. By teaching 


them à variety of pleaſing employ- 


ments, in which, though they might 


never excel, or even riſe to mediocrity, 
ſhe might have enabled them to paſs 
their time innocently and agreeably to 
themſelves, if not uſefully to others, 


and by that means have precluded 
thoſe painful and pernicious qualities, 


which ſo generally infeſt weak minds; 
| {uch as vanity, envy, exceſſive curio- 
HR. 2 . 
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importance to every ſucceeding ſtage | 
$ both of conduct and manners, which 


to behold in their father's kitchen, (to 


their manners, but corrupted their diſ- 


every bad habit of which their age and 
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ſity, and ſeveral others, which are al- 
moſt conſtantly the accompaniments of 
folly, ſhe might have hoped to render 
them inoffenſive, which very few wo- 


ſaid to be. But Juliana had far greater 
diſadvantages to overcome before ſo 


_ deſirable a change in the Miſs Burtons | 


could be effected. The entire neglect 
they had ſuffered, in point of early | 
education, a circumſtance of ſo much 


of life, and the miſerable examples, 


they had been conſtantly accuſtomed | 


which they had free acceſs,) as well as i 
from their parents and moſt of their 
acquaintance, had not only vulgarized 


poſitions. They had contracted almoſt 


ſituation rendered them capable; among | 
which 
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which was an abſolute diſregard of 


truth. Nothing they ſaid, could with 


any certainty be depended upon; they 
vere full of evaſions and ſubterfuges ; 
which, though too poor to deceive for 
2 moment an underſtanding ſo clear. 


and penetrating as that which Juliana 


poſſeſſed, continually obliged her to 


renew the diſagreeable taſk of purſuing 


falſhood through all its various mazes, 
and detecting it in all the mean diſ- 
guiſes of intended impoſition. What 


rendered theſe labours peculiarly un- 
pleaſing was their inefficacy. No ſooner 


had ſhe: traced one lie to its original 
ſource, whether vanity, envy, malice, 


or falſe ſhame, (the common motives 


from whence ſhe found them to ſpring,) 
explained its nature, expoſed its folly, 
and uſed every perſuaſive to engage the 
culprit in future, to avoid the com- 


miſſion of ſo diſgracetu], ſo diſguſting 


a crime; no ſooner. did ſhe, in the 
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tears and half extorted confeſſion of 
the offender, Hatter herſelf, that a dawn 
of rectitude was breaking in upon her 
mind, than the repetition of a fault, 
in every reſpect ſimilar to that which 
the had juſt before taken ſuch pains to 
reprove, - would convince her, that 
either her arguments and explanations, 
(though clothed in the moſt ſimple 
terms that the language could afford,) 
were not comprehended, or that they | 
were thrown away upon hearts too | 
much corrupted, and tempers too in- 
ſenſible, to be affected by them. 7 
Beſides this grand fault, they had | 
ſeveral inferior ones, which our heroine I 
Found it equally difficult to remove: 
They had not the ſmalleſt idea of order, 
regularity, or ſubordination. Their 
mother never had employed any means 
of inducing them to act in conformity 
to her directions, except thoſe of ſcold- 
ing and beating. of neither of ' theſe 
. indeed 
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indeed ſhe had been ſparing; nor had 
they the moſt diſtant ſenſe of any duty, 
or compliance due to her, further 
than the above mentioned expedients 
enforced their unwilling obedience. 
They were likewiſe ſtrangers. to the 
ſmalleſt degree of neatneſs, either in 
their perſons or apartments, the latter 
of which generally exhibited a ſcene of 
dirt and confuſion, and in the former 
they were latternly and uncomfort- 
able; except when going out, or in 


Fi expectation of company; upon which 


occaſions their ſolicitude about appear- 
ance was troubleſomely exceſſive, and 
their deſire of finery inſatiable, as it 
was taſteleſs and undiſtinguiſhing. It 
was their conſtant cuſtom, whenever 
unexpected viſitants dropped in, to 
quit the | parlour the moment their 
names were announced, and running 
up a little back ſtairs which led to their 
Nn hide themſelves there, till 

E 4 their 
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ther departure ; or if deſirous af ap- 
pearing, fall to dreſſing in the utmoſt 
hurry and confuſion, toſſing one ar- 


ticle of their clothing to one corner of 


the room, and a ſecond to the other; 


and a few moments before the gueſts 
were preparing to take leave, enter 


with evident marks about them of the 


: employment which had occaſioned their 


abſence; ſuch as ill dreſſed hair, newly 


powdered, ſtiff aprons, lately unfolded, 


or fine coloured ſhoes, placed upon 
ſtockings, the dark ſhade of which but 
too plainly declared that they had not, 
like their ſhowy neighbours, been _ 
on for the preſent occaſion. JET 


All theſe bad habits their new gover- | 
neſs endeavoured to correct. She 
obliged them to pay a regular attention 


to their dreſs, eſpecially to the article 
of cleanlineſs, the part of all others 
which they had been moſt accuſtomed 
to n, and likewiſe to keep their 

apartments 
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apartments in perfect order; but in 


doing this, the was obliged to deſcend | 


to offices little different from thoſe 
uſually expected from a ſuperior do- 
meſtic ; ſuch as regulating their drawers 


and wardrobes, ſelecting their linen, 
and aſſiſting them both to dreſs and 


fold up ſuch articles as they took off, 
when their clothing was changed. To 


all this, however, ſhe ſubmitted with 
| cheerfulneſs, in the hope that a little 
time would render neatneſs and order 


firit familiar to them, then agreeable, 


and at laſt neceſſary. - But in this ex- 


pectation ſhe had hitherto been diſap- 


pointed, for her pupils, ſo far from ex- 


prefling any pleaſure in the new plans 
ſhe laid down, were with difficulty 


prevailed upon to purſue them, 8 x 


with the aſſiſtance ſhe afforded them ; 


and if left at all to their own direc- 


tions, if ſhe abſented herſelf from their 


chambers for only a ſingle day, ſhe had 
+4 E _ _ the 
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the mortification to ſee them return to 
their accuſtomed careleſſneſs and con- 
fuſion. Her attention, indeed, was ſo 
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regular and unremitted, that ſhe ſeldom | 


[4 gave them an opportunity of indulging | 
their natural propenſities, or thoſe in- 


veterate habits ſo difficult to be broken 
and laid aſide. She perceived that rea- 


| fon and perſuaſion could do little, and 
had nothing to expect but from time | 


and perſeverance, which ſhe hoped 
might effect ſomething ; much ſhe de- 
ſpaired of effecting. She had however 


the ſatisfaction of perceiving that both 


Mr. and Mrs, Burton appeared greatly i 
pleaſed with the endeavour ſhe uſed for 
the benefit of their children. In 2 


thort time after her arrival they both : 


declared that the girls improved. very 


| Faſt, and were quite another thing ; 


lince ſhe took the charge of them, | 
Our heroine was conſcious that this 


alteration conſiſted merely in the dif- 


ference 3 
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ference of their every day appearance, 
which was now perfectly clean and 
neat, a circumſtance which Mrs. Bur- 
ton, upon the whole, approved, though 
ſhe made ſome complaints of the in- 


creaſed ſize of her waſhings, declaring 


that if the girls wore ſo many aprons 
and handkerchiefs, they muſt learn to 


get up their own fine things, for her 


head maid would never be able to do 
them all, To this her huſband, who 
happened to be preſent, anſwered, that 
it would be very eaſy to have another 
ironing woman to aſſiſt; adding, that 
he thought the girls ſhould be left to 
Miſs Clayton (the name which Juliana 
had aſſumed upon her arrival at the 


Grove) in every thing, and that ſhe 


was the beſt judge of what they ought 


to wear and do. 


Mrs. Burton, among the reſt ak her 
amiable qualities, was ſtrongly tinc- 


| tured with that worſt of all matrimo- 


T3 nial 


$4 HENRY AND ISABELLA: 
nial ones, jealouſy. She had married 
for what ſhe was pleaſed to call love, 
and thought that in return for the 
thirty thouſand pounds, great tender- 
neſs, and an infinite ſtock of prudence, 
virtue, and good houſewitery, which 
he had brought her huſband, ſhe had 
an undoubted right, not only to the 
common privileges of marriage, name- 
ly, thoſe of bearing his name, living in 
his houſe, and managing his ſervants, 
but to the intire and abſolute poſſeſſion 
of his heart; as a proof of which, ſhe 
expected intirely to monopolize all his 
civilities, gallantries, and attentions; 
in a word, that he ſhould never look 
at any other woman. Mr. Burton, 
however, unfortunately beheld things 
in quite a different point of view. He 
had married his lady from motives of 
mere convenience; or rather, he was 
impelled by direful neceſſity, having, 
at the time he made her his wife, no 
2 5 
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| choice left between that, and paſſing 
the remainder of his life in a jail. Of 


the two he preferred the matrimonial 


bondage, reſolving when he entered 
into-it, to make himſelf amends for 


the unpleaſant conſtraint he had laid 
upon his inclinations, by giving them, 
in future, leave to rove at large in the 


world of gallantry, and what he eſteem- 


ed pleaſure. In this reſpect, his ideas 
were unluckily in direct oppoſition to 
thoſe entertained by his lady; he diſ- 


liked her perſon and manners, deſpiſed 


her family, education, and underſtand- 


ing, and thought that by permitting 


her to aſſume his name, and the con- 
ſequence which his connections and 
ſituation in life conferred upon her, he 
made her an ample return for the poſ- 
ſeſſion of what he uſed to term her 


paltry traſh. In ſhort, he thought al- 


moſt any woman better worth looking 


at than his wife; and at the time he 
made 


I: 
4. 
"I. 

+] 
8: 
4 
6 
4 
| 
1 
Fi 
4 
3 
1 4) 
1 
* 
1 1 
ay 
1 
ts 
1. 
i 
' 
! 
18 
9 
. 
J 
S 
ql 
3 
7 1 

J 7 

fi 
1 
1 
F 


86 HENRY AND ISABELLA, 
made her ſuch, reſolved to indulge | 
both his eyes and heart, in every plea - 
ſure which variety . could Aran, or 
fortune procure. | 

His lady however poſeſſecd, as he 
too quickly diſcovered, a moſt violent 
and ungovernable ſpirit; a ſpirit which 
was neither to be controlled by reaſon, 
or ſubdued by authority. She was 
fully ſenſible of the favour ſhe had 
done her huſband, (with whoſe ſitua- 
tion, previous to their marriage, ſhe 

was well acquainted,) in intruſting him 
with a fortune ſo neceſſary to repair 
the ſhattered ſtate of his own, and ſel- 
dom let an opportunity ſlip of expreſ- 
ſing the proper ſenſe ſhe entertained of 
it, as well as of her own underſtand- 
ing and conſequence. 

The ſlighteſt neglect, or e 
on the part of her huſband, was ſure 
to raiſe a ſtorm, which it was not in 
his power quickly to aſſuage: upon 

9 ot 
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ſuch occaſions, ſhe would treat both 
him, and his family, (though of the 
I latter, ſhe was in reality extremely 
S vyain,) with the utmoſt contempt ; re- 
= proach him with the fituation he had 
once been reduced to; aſk him who he 
might thank for his preſent eaſe and 
independence, and where he would 
have been before that time, if ſhe had 
not had the generoſity to marry him. 
Mr. Burton was what is generally 
called a good-natured man; that is 
to ſay, he loved eaſe, and poſſeſſed very 
| little reſolution. What his wife could 
never have obtained from his grati- 
tude, or a principle of juſtice, (he ne- 
ver having poſſeſſed the ſmalleſt degree 
of either,) ſhe ſoon gained from his 
weakneſs and fear, They had not 
been married many months, before ſhe 
became abſolutely ruler in every re- 
ſpect, kept the purſe, altered the fa- 
mily eſtabliſhment according to her 
. „ 
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own welinzidor; baniſhed all her huſ- 
band's old intimates, and ſuffered none 
to enter the houſe, but her own — 


and favorites. ad. 
Though Mr. Burton's PRE had, 


within the few laſt years, been conſi- 
derably enlarged by the death of a rich 
relation, who bad unexpectedly made 
him his heir, the power of his lady 
was too firmly eſtabliſhed to admit 
even of an attempt to ſhake it. Habit 


had thrown its ſtrongeſt chains over 
his mind, and he was too indolent, and 


too much afraid of his wife, to con- 


ſider that liberty, which he had once 
ſo highly eſteemed, as among the num- 
ber of attair ble things. 


But though Mr. Burton's n 
and affairs, as well as his own exter- 


nal appearance, and avowed conduct, 


were ſo intirely ſubjected to the influ- 
ence of his lady, he by no means 
thought it neceſſary, in compliance 


with 
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ich ber high ſenſe of matrimonial 
duties, to relinquiſh thoſe little indul- 


gences which he could enjoy without 


ber knowledge, and therefore, in his 
opinion, without doing her any wrong. 
Nay, ſo far would inclination ſome- 
times getthe b etter of prudence, that 


he would venture to ſtay at the Black 


Lion, in the neighbouring town, in 
company with thoſe perſons, who we 
have before obſerved were baniſned 


from the Grove, till his condition be- 


came ſuch, as ill qualiſied him to appear 

in the preſence of his domeſtic ſove- 
© reign, who upon ſuch occaſions never 
failed to exert her grand privilege, 


that of ſcolding him vehemently. 
Nor was the time preſent the only ſea- 


ſon when the offender ſuffered. The 
fucceeding morning was ſure to be de- 
voted to the uſeful taſk of reproof; or 


to ſpeak in terms better fitted to the 


occaſion, to noiſe and reproaches, 
ſomething 
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90 HENRY AND ISABELLA, 
ſomething nearly bordering upon 
downright abuſe. Theſe lectures were 
always given in the preſence of the 
young ladies, or any other part of the 
family who happened accidentally to be 
in the room; and the former would | 
frequently join their mama in little 
ſhort ſentences of reprimand, ſuch as 
Oh, fie, papa! how can you go and 
ſpend mama's n at a mr ale- 
houſe! | | 

.. Theſe eee monk fs 
times rouſe Mr. Burton into a rage; 
he would ſwear, ſtamp, and lift his 
arm in ſuch a manner as obliged the 
girls to ſeek that ſecurity in flight, 
which they well knew was not to be | 
- depended upon from his affection or 
moderation. But his lady was a privi- 
leged ſpeaker: to the worſt language 
the could make uſe of, he never ven- 
tured to return a warſe anſwer, than 


a 
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what was implied in a ſullen look, or 


| 2 well, well! 


But theſe occaſional devations to Bac- | 
chus were not the worſt of Mr. Burton' 8 
offences. In ſpite of his beſt precau- 
tions, ſhe had two or three times diſco- 
vered his amours; circumſta nces, which 
were not only attended by the moſt 


unbounded violence and reſentment at 
the time of detection, but had ever 
| fince furniſhed her with a happy ſub- 


ject of reproach whenever ſhe was out 
of humour, It had likewiſe had ana- 
ther bad effect upon her mind, namely, 
that of impreſſing upon it a conſtant 


| uneaſy ſuſpicion. She never ſuffered 
her huſband to take even a morning 
ride without exacting at his return, a 


minute account of where he had been, 


and with whom he had converſed; nor 
was ſhe ever perfectly eaſy when he 
Was out of her. ſight. She never let 


| Gp an occaſion, in the courſe of com- 
mon 


mon converſation, of giving him a2 
lecture upon the duty of conjugal fide. 


it; often declaring, in a manner the 
moſt earneſt, that nothing ſhould ever 


trations as was our heroine; but the 
truth is, that every woman under 
threeſcore, was equally the object of 


all the improper actions committed by | 
the men, to the forwardneſs of the 
women, "ng whom ſhe believed the 
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lity, and to expreſs the extreme deteſ- 
tation in which ſhe held the breach of 


tempt her to commit a crime at once 
ſo vile and diſgraceful; and that ſuch 
actions were intirely beneath the cha- 
racter of a gentleman, N 

It may appear ſomewhat ſtrange to 
che reader, that a woman ſo narrow in 
her ſentiments, ſhould chooſe to admit 
into her houſe a young perſon ſo un- 
commonly diſtinguiſhed by perſonal at- 


her jealouſy, whether plain or beau- 
tiful. It was her cuſtom to attribute 


former 


1 +: 


* 


HENRY AND ISABELLA. 53 


| former had very little choice; and ſhe 


uſed to ſay that none of them would 


| be in the ſmalleſt degree of danger, if 


their own flaunting airs did not bring 


it upon them. As for what ſhie called 
baby faces, ſhe never conſidered them 


as objects of admiration ; for thoſe ſhe 


happened to meet with in low-life ſhe 

deſpiſed or paſſed by without obſerva- 
tion, and when any young woman of 
| faſhion was extolled for her beauty, 


ſhe would generally remark, that fine 


feathers made fine birds; adding, with 


a look of ſuperior knowledge and pe- 
netration, handſome is, as handſome 


does. In proportion to the contempt 


in which ſhe held perſonal beauty, was 


the great admiration ſhe expreſſed for 


what ſhe was pleaſed to call goodneſs. 


This grand quality was, in her eſtima- 
tion, divided into two heads, modeſty 


and notability ; that is to ſay, ſhe liked 


thoſe women beſt, who could talk to 


her 


: 2 So. 00: * J — — * 2 — 8 1 82 
EPC 2 xp 5 K 


2 
vt 
12 
a 
Wo 
4 

y 


94 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 
her longeſt upon the ſubject of cookery, 

(upon which, of all others, ſhe was 
moſt fond of converſing,) and who ap- 
peared leaſt to wiſh for the notice of 
her huſband. 

In the former of theſe deb; poor 
Juliana was but moderately accom- 
pliſhed, being neither verſed in the 


theory or practice of the culinary art. 
But what ſhe was deficient in know- 


ledge ſhe made up in attention, never 
feeling the ſmalleſt inclination to inter- 
rupt the good lady during her long 


harangues upon this favorite topic. 


And as ſhe poſſeſſed other qualifica- 


tions, at preſent more ſuited to her 


purpoſe, ſhe the more eaſily forgave 
the want of that which upon moſt oc- 
caſions ſhe eſteemed indiſpenſible. But 
in the latter particular it was not poſ- 
fible for any one to act more conform- 
ably to her wiſhes and ideas of pro- 
priety. The manners of Mr. Burton 
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were by no means agreeable to our he- 
| roine ; he was neither polite nor well 
informed; nor was there any apparent 
f MW benevolence or goodneſs . about him 
that might compenſate for theſe defi- 
r  ciencies. There was in his character 
and manners, a mixture of meanneſs - 
e and pride, which though of a different 
f. kind from thoſe of his wife, were 
-cequally diſpleaſing. In ſhort he was f 
| that moſt deplorable and ſtupid of all 
beings, a modern man of faſhion in a 
ſtate of ruſtication. When we add to 
W this, the accounts which ſhe conſtantly 
received from Mrs. Burton of his low 
amours, it will not be wonderful if, 
with a mind ſo virtuous and refined as 
her's, ſhe ſhould deſpiſe and avoid his 
converſation. As nominal maſter of 
the houſe in which ſhe reſided, it was 
neceſſary to behave towards him with 
common civility, but more ſhe could 
not te n herſelf to effect. He 
often, 


» 
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often, in the abſence of his lady, would 
pay her many fine compliments, (as 
thoſe with whom he uſually converſed 
would have thought them) but they 
where wholly diſregarded by her; ſhe 
being too much accuſtomed to admira- 
tion, to conſider that of any particular 
perſon as matter of exultation, and | 
too little attentive to his diſcourſe, to 
be either pleaſed or offended by it. 
Her time, indeed, was completely oc- 
cupiedin the care and inſtruction of her 
pupils, which allowed her little leiſure 
for converſation with any other part of 
the family, and many ſucceſſive days I 
would paſs, in which, except at meal i 
times, ſhe never at all mixed with it. i 
Ihis conduct gained her the entire it 
approbation and eſteem of Mrs. Bur- h 
ton, who ſpoke of her to all her ac- ot 
quaintance in the higheſt terms of com- p: 
mendation; often declaring that Miſs O 
Clayton was one of the moſt prudent th 
z and 
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| whom ſhe had ever been acquainted ; 


giggling flirts, who are conſtantly 
. gaping after the men, and who are the 
ruin of ſo many hopeful, well diſpoſed 
; young fellows, who, but for the lures 
and temptations they throw in their 
way, would marry and become good 
| kuſbands and fathers. No, no, ſhe is 
none ſuch. She is modeſt and prudent, 


ſome years, has learned to ſend up a 
f few made diſhes, and to underſtand a 
little of paſtry, pickling, and preſerv- 


al ing, ſhe will be one of the beſt quali- 


feed young people in the kingdom; and 
re if ſhe continues to behave as well as ſhe 
has hitherto done, when the education 
c- I of the girls is finiſhed, I will keep her 


ifs own maid and houſekeeper ; for by 
nt chat time I ſhall begin to want ſome- 
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| and beſt behaved young women with 


adding, ſhe is none of your. flaunting, . 


and by the time ſhe has lived with me 


partly as my companion, partly as my 
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body about me, and have no-doubt but 
ſhe will quickly learn to fill that place, 
as well as that which ſhe is now in. 
Such were Mrs. Burton's favourable 
ſentiments and deſigns, with regard to 
our heroine, both of which ſhe regu- 
larly communicated to every viſitor IM 
who came to her houſe; for talking was 
her delight, and whatever befel her, 
whether good or bad, whatever occu- 
pied her attention, whether her own i 
affairs or thoſe of her neighbours, they 
were immediately made the ſubject of 
diſcourſe with the firſt acquaintance 
whoſe appearance afforded her an op- 
portunity of making them ſuch. 


She would indeed ſometimes repine i 
2 little that her daughters did not f 
make a quicker progreſs in their know: Ml li 
 Jedge of the French language, and ſt 
could hardly be perſuaded to believe 2 
that any thing in their educations was de 
ot 


of greater conſequence, or more ne- 


cellary 


HENRY AND ISABELLA» 99 


ceſſary to be attended to; ſaying that 
ſhe knew all young ladies learned to 
talk French; that her couſin Mordant 
vas at the expence of taking his whole 
family over to France, on purpoſe 
that his daughter ſhould learn to talk 
it; and that had it not been for that, 


and playing on the harpſichord, they 


need not have had a governeſs at all; 
for that they could both write and 
7 read, having been taught the former 
J by the coachman, and been inſtructed 
in the latter by | herſelf. That as for 
© temper and diſpoſition, ſhe could not 
think how any body could think of 
altering them, they being what hea- 
ven had thought fit to ſend ;. and that 
ſhe eſteemed the attempt little more 
likely to be fucceſsful, than his who 
ſtrives to waſh the blackamoor white; 
adding, that ſhe ſuppoſed her girls 
tempers were not worſe than thoſe of 
other people. Upon the whole, how- 
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our heroine's manner of treating them; 


approved, hearers being always more 
agreeable to her than ſpeakers, 
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ever, ſhe was pretty well ſatisfied with 


ſhe found them leſs noiſy, pert and 
talkative; a change of which ſhe greatly 


3 = ds Wo 


HENRY AND ISABELLA. 101 


| C AP TE Ri Win. 


AN UNEXPECTED VISITANT. 


HE ſweetneſs of Juliana's temper, 
her excellent underſtanding, and 


the unremitted attention which ſhe 


conſtantly paid to the improvement» of 
her children, together with the cold- 
neſs and reſerve with which ſhe be- 
haved towards Mr. Burton, in a ſhort 
time after her introduction into the 


I nity, te ts won upon the affections 


of Mrs. Burton, that ſhe ſuffered her 
to proceed in the taſk of inſtruction 
pretty much, according to her own 


plans. The conſtant running of water 


will, in time, wear a channel in the 


S hardeſt marble; and ignorant, ſtupid, 


and ill-diſpoſed as her pupils were, ſhe 
began to flatter herſelf that ſhe had 


| been able a little to correct ſome of : 


T2 their 
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their worſt and moſt prevailing habits, 
But the taſk ſhe had undertaken was 


moſt irkſome. Conſtantly to be com. 
bating, or patiently liſtening to folly; 


never to hear the voice of reaſon, or 
behold a countenance illumined by un- 
derſtanding, was a ſtate of real mor. 
tification ; ſhe could not look forward 
to its continuance, withont the moſt 
painful ſenſations. Yet ſhe ſaw no 
proſpe&t of change. Nobody viſited 
at the Grove but perſons who in ſome 


degree reſembled its miſtreſs, and from 


ſuch ſne could neither hope or expect 
aſſiſtance. Often did ſhe reflect upon 
the happy days ſhe had ſpent at Furze- 


Fill; days, the remembrance of which 
was endeared by the ſad contraſt ſhe 


now experienced. Often would thoſe 
ſcenes preſent themſelves to her ima- 
gination, wherein elegance, informa: 
tion and affection united to render her 


happy ; ; when all the ſaid was received 


with 
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with the ſmile of kindneſs ;. all ſhe did 
directed by the guidance of wiſdom, 
and viewed through the favorable me- 


dium of partial friendſhip. 


She would in idea:convey herſelf to 
that ſweet retreat of virtue and ra- 


| tional pleaſure ; . !he would behold Mrs. 


Maitland placed in her accuſtomed 


ſeat ; her beloved Mary, with that ſmile. 


of chearfulneſs which uſually adbraed 
her animated countenance, relating to 
her ſome little circumſtance which had 
occurred in the courſe of her morning 
ſtroll among the neighbouring cot- 
tages; ſome lively remark made upon 


the book ſhe had laſt read, or in a fa- 


ſhionable viſit ſhe had lately made; 


| while the eyes of her fond mother. 
} were directed towards her with looks 


of approving ſatisfaction ; ſuch looks 
as ſhe was once happy enough to re- 
ceive, with which ſhe ſighed, vain wiſh! 
to be. Again blefled. Mrs. Williams, 

F ” | Mrs. - 
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Mrs, Clement likewiſe ſhared her kindeſt 


remembrance nor was Henry, her 


once dear, acknowledged dear Henry, 
forgotten. But upon him ſhe did not 
dare to ſuffer her thoughts to dwell, 


A pang too painful accommatized his 
idea, to permit her mind to reſt upon 


it with tolerable compoſure; yet it 


Would again and again preſent itſelf, 


changing its form a thouſand times, 


and each change ſeeming to appear 
more amiable and engaging than the 
laſt ſituation in which it had. placed 
him. But that which chiefly inte- 


reſted her heart, was his generous, his 


' noble behaviour upon the diſcovery of 


her birth ; a circumſtance which never 


| occurred to her remembrance, with- 
out affecting her in the ſtrongeſt, the 


deepeſt manner. Ah! worthy, excel- | 


- lent Henry, (ſhe would exclaim in an 


agony of grief and deſpair,) what 


have I done! what, alas, have I not 


loſt, 
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loft, in rejecting thy generous affection! 
My revered patroneſs ! my beloved 


ſiſter ! would ye, too, have received 
your unfortunate Juliana? would ye 


have ſoothed her griefs, have forgiven 


the involuntary crime ſhe has commit- 
ted, and again have received her toyour 


| friendſhip and affection ?. Yes, yes! I 


know you would! Are you not all be- 
nevolence, all nobleneſs! You- would 


have wiped away my tears, have hid 
my bluſhes in your boſoms, have ſhel- 
tered me from the unfceling world. 


You would have loved me, and I 
ſhould have been happy. 
From theſe fond reveries ſhe would 
ſuddenly awaken to a recollection of 
thoſe humiliating circumſtances which 
had deprived her of ſuch pleaſing 
proſpects. Her mean birth, the in- 


famy of her parents, and the impoſture 


the had been innocently made to. prac- 
tiſe upon a family ſo worthy and re- 
Fs ſpectable. 


„ 
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ſpectable, would all at once Tuſk upon 

her mind, and overwhelm. it with 
ſhame and anguiſh, No, (ſhe would 
exclaim,) never will I add difgrace to 
the wrongs I have already done them; 

never will I give them. cauſe to regret 

that they are generous and benevolent, 

I will patiently endure. every difficulty 
of my ſituation, reflecting that the 
performance of my duty is now the 
only conſolation left me. 

Theſe reflections generally unc ludöd 
in u ſhower of tears, which fell at once 
to the remembrance of paſt happineſs, 
the ſenſe of preſent diſcomfort, and 

; the apprehenſion of future evil. Such 
Was her ſituation and ſtate of mind; 
after having ſpent rather more than 
an Hour in her own apartment, thy 
was upon the point of deſcending to 
the parlour, when Mrs. Burton, (who 

never upon any oceaſion accuſtomed 
herſelf to uſe ceremony with any part 
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| of her own family) opened her cham- 


ber door, . begging that ſhe would ſtep 
down into the parlour. There is 
company juſt come in, (ſaid ſhe;) I 


| with people would let one know, for 


[ hate. to be furprized. . Do you go 
down, Miſs Clayton; I muſt flip on 
a:cap, and handkerchief. You are al- 
ways ſo nice and exact, that I know 
you have no occaſion to change your 
dreſs; ſo pray do go down, for Mr. 
Burton is juſt come into the houſe, | 


and perhaps will go to the parlour. 


before I am ready; and to tell you the 
plain truth, ſne is a fine flaunting 5 


madam, no better, I believe, than ſhe- 


ſhould be, and I don't much like to truſt 
them together. So do go down di- 


rectly, and. I will follow n five. 


minutes. 
Juliana promiſed to do as the: Was- 


requeſted; and immediately deſcend- 


n. ſtairs, approached the parlour, 
| F.6- from 8 
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from whence juſt as ſhe was about to 
open the door, in a kind of hurry, 
iſſued Mr. Burton. His look was ex- 
preſſive of apprehenſion, but the mo- 
ment he ſaw our heroine it vaniſhed ; 
and addreſſing her in his uſual ſtile of 
Tude gallantry, Oh my pretty little 
girl, (ſaid he,) is it you? faith ! 
thought it had been my wife; for 
when a fine woman is in the houſe, ſhe 
watches me as cloſely as ever cat did 
mouſe. Juliana could not help fear- 
| ing that the good lady had conſider- 
able cauſe for her ſuſpicions. She 
paſffed on, however, only anſwering, 
that Mrs. Burton was in her own 
chamber, and would be down pre- 
ſently. The Squire took his way to- 
wards the garden, and ſhe entered 
the parlour, not impreſſed with ſenti- 
ments very favourable to the lady ſhe 
expected to find there. But what was 
her ſurprize, mortification, and almoſt 
15 : terror, 
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| terror, when ſeated upon a ſofa at 
the oppoſite fide of the W ſhe be- 
WW keld Mrs. Martin. 
suddenly ſtarting up, and appreddhs | 
1 ing her with a countenance expreſſive 
| of a degree of ſurprize at leaſt equal 
to that which ſhe herſelf felt, ſhe ex- 
claimed, Miſs Maitland ! is it poflible ! 
Good heavens! who could have ex- 
pected to meet you at the Grove? 
Are any of the family from Mordant- 
Place here? For a moment Juliana 
was unable to ſpeak ; a crowd of pains 
ful ideas'ruſhed at once into her mind. 
She beheld before her a mother, a 
baſe unworthy mother, to whoſe vices 
ſne owed her birth, and who, ſhe had 
too much reaſon to believe, ſtill re- 
tained their influence in her diſpoſition, 
perhaps in her conduct. Mrs. Martin 
had again repeated her lafl queſtion, 
whether any of the Mordants were 
with her, before ſhe could recollect 
herſelf 
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herſelf ſufficiently. to anſwer. No, 
madam, (the at laſt heſitated, in a tre- 
mulous accent;) no; I have no longer 
any pretenſions to the honor of be- 
longing to their family, My name is 
no longer Maitland. 
Alarm now took place of * 3 
in the features of Mrs. Martin, What 
do you mean? (cried ſhe;) how came 
your name to be altered? ſure Lady 
Maitland has not Lady Maitland 
has, (replied Juliana,) by informing 
me who I really am, impowered me to 
do an act of juſtice, in relinquiſhing 
to thoſe from whom I had ſo. long 
uſurped it, that fortune, to which 1 
never had the ſlighteſt claim. And 
has ſhe then really diſcovered Wwho 
you are? (exclaimed Mrs. Martin; 
bas the had the cruelty .co-ſtrip you of 
every thing? It was not ſhe who. de- 
prived me of my unjuſtly obtained pol- 
ſeſſions, (replied our heroine ;). it was 
my wiſh to reſign them; and the act 
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by which I did fo, was wholly, my 


own. The fituation. I am at preſent 
in, is of my on chuſing; and all the 
favour E have to beg of you, madam, . 


is, that you will not acknowledge any. 


former acquaintance with me, either 


to Mr. Burton or any other perſon; _ 


ar ever diſcover the place of my reſt - 


dence. With. the former part of my 


requeſt I preſume. you will, for your 


own ſake, comply; and the latter 1 
muſt intreat of you to grant for mine. 


was recommended by Mrs. Mordant 
as a governeſs to Miſs. Burtons, in 


| which capacity. am at preſent retained 
by the family. I have no doubt but 
the education I have received will ena- 


ble me to paſs through life with inno- 
cence and independance; and the pol. | 


teffion of theſe I prefer, though at- 
tended by difficulty and inconvenience, 


ta the moſt ſplendid condition, ac- 


os 


112 HENRY AND ISABELLA: 


companied by the depreſir ing condciouſ: 
nel of \gualt. '. 7”: 

Imprudent, romantic girl! (ex- 
claimed Mrs. Martin;) ani” are all my 
hopes of ſeeing thee great and happy 
come to this? Great (anſwered Juliana) 
according to the falſe and common ac- 
ceptation of the word, I might cer- | 
tainly have been; but happineſs and 
guilt are in their own natures incom- 
patible. Idle ſtuff! (cried Mrs. Mar. 
tin); the ſtrange education given you 
by that unaccountable woman Mrs. 
Maitland, has certainly turned your 
head. It is to that you owe your ruin, 
Or, rather, (anſwered Juliana,) the 
ſtrength and rectitude of mind by 
which I have been enabled to avoid it. 
This is, however, no longer a matter - 
of debate; I have made my own 
choice, I am ſatisfied with it, and wil- 
ling to run the hazard of every incon- 
venience it may occaſion me. Suffer 
; N 5.08" 


113 


HENRY AND ISABELLA. 113 


me only tc to remain unknown; I have 
no other favour to requeſt. Oh, you 


need not trouble yourſelf about that, 
| (replied Mrs. Martin;) there is no 


danger of any body's moleſting you. 
make no doubt but the Maitlands 
are very glad to get you ſo readily off 
their hands, without diſcrediting their 
wonderful reputation for benevolence, 


generoſity, and I know not what. Do 
you really think they would wiſh to 
receive a poor, friendleſs, deſtitute girl | 
into their family? No, no, take my 


word for it, were they to meet you 


different from thoſe you were accuſ- 


tomed to ſee when you were the ſup= 


| poſed heireſs of fixteen thouſand pounds 
2 year, and. the means by which they 
{ hoped to provide for their whole fa- 
mily. 


Our heroine was es to have re- 


plied, when the found of Mrs. Burton 


deſcendin 8 
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deſcending down the ſtairs prevented 
her. She had only time ta. requeſ;, 
that Mrs. Martin would at all events 
oblige her by preſerving the ſecret 
of her birth; and remembering, that 
ſhe was known to the family in which 
ſhe now reſided by the name of Clay. 
ton. She had ſcarce done ſpeaking, 
when the lady of the manſion appear- 
ed; and after having paid her viſitant 
the uſual compliments of meeting, 
ſuch as hoping ſhe was very well; in- 
quiring after the health of her huſband 
and children; obſerving that the wea- 
ther was extremely fine, and that ſhe 
muſt have had a delightful walk; fhe 
| aſked, whether ſhe had ſeen Mr. Bur- 
ton; to which, with the utmoſt com- 
poſure, and a countenance perfectly 
unaltered; ſhe anſwered in the nega- 
tive. Juliana was upon the point of 
expreſſing ſome ſurprize at her want of. 
6 and reminding; her of his. 
haying 
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having come out of the parlour juſt as 
ſhe was about to have entered it; but 
reflecting, that ſuch a diſcovery could. 


only produce a momentary ſhame in 


the boſom of a wöman ſo hardened 


| and. unprincipled as Mrs. Martin, and 


increaſe the uneaſy ſuſpicion of Mrs. 


Burton, ſhe ſuffered the falſehood to 


paſs undetected, though ſhe could.not 
but conſider it as a proof of the con- 


tinued indiſcretion, if not criminal ; 
conduct, of her by whom it was s aſ⸗ | 


ſerted. 
Had this, in the opinion as our he- 


roine, been in any want of confirma- 


tion, her behaviour during the re- 


mainder of the evening would have 


afforded one ſufficiently ſtrong. At 
tea they were joined by Mr. Burton, 


| whoſe notice and attention. it was viſt» 
bly her whole buſineſs. to attract. She. 


laughed at all his jeſts, (which were 


not. ſometimes of the moſt delicate 
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kind) in a manner that ſhewed ſhe 
both underſtood and enjoyed them; 
introduced many ſubjects of converſa- 
tion which led directly to ſuch as ſhe 
knew he was fond of, and in every 
reſpect acted in a manner exactly op- 
poſite to that which is expreſſive either 
of good ſenſe, politeneſs, or modeſty. 
As for Mr. Burton, he did not dare to 
ſpeak or act according to the dictates 
of his own inclinations, or what he 


eeſteemed gallantry, but both his looks 


and expreſſions plainly declared, that 
nothing but the preſence of his wife 
reſtrained him from making every pro- 
per return to the encouraging advances i 
he received. As for his lady, ſhe ap- 
peared viſibly uneaſy; looked grave 
when Mrs. Martin and her huſband 
laughed; talked much of the great 
levity and folly of the age; of the 
great danger men of reſpectable cha- 
racters were in, from ſuffering them- 
„ ſelves 
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ſelves to be enſnared by bad women; 


and again and again proteſting, that 


no one who in the ſmalleſt degree va- 


| Jued his character as a gentleman, 


would ever condeſcend to converſe 
with or encourage ſuch huſſeys. She 
likewiſe harangued much in commenda- 


tion of prudence, diſcretion, and mo- _ 
deſty; obſerving, how improper it was 


for women. to giggle, and flirt, and 


play monkey tricks; and that every 


body knew what was their deſign in ſo 


doing; but fo far from obtaining their 


ends, men of ſenſe, and gentlemen, 
who knew the world, deſpiſed them 


for it. She particularly obſerved, how 


unbecoming ſuch behaviour was in 
married women, who ought to ſet an 
example for the young ones of gravity, 


diſcretion, and good houſewifery ; and 


that many had better ſtay at home, 
and mind their own families, than 
1 „ come 
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come abroad to diſturb thoſe of other 
people. 

Theſe broad hints were als by 
Mrs. Martin with the moſt perfect in- 
difference; nor did one change of 
countenance diſcover that her mind 
Felt the leaſt uneaſy conſciouſneſs, 
But upon Mr. Burton they had a much 
ſtronger effect. He looked grave, de- 
clared himſelf entirely of his wife's 
opinion, and that he thought every 
man extremely happy, who was guard - 
ed by the advice and example of a ſen- 
ſible woman from falling into ſuch 
dangerous errors. This well-timed 
compliment, and ſome others of the 
ſame kind, which he paid her, averted 
the ſtorm which was gathering over 
his head, and put his lady again into 
tolerable humour; which having ef- 
feed, and fearing that ſome unguard- 
ed look or expreflion might undo all 
again, he aroſe, looked through one 
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of the windows, and ſaying the even- 
ing was ſo fine that he ſhould take 2 
walk, put on his hat (which he gene- 


rally did before he left the 3 and 


withdrew. 

The moment Mr. Burton was gone, 
Mrs. Martin thought proper to aſſume 
2 behaviour quite different from that 


| ſhe had practiſed while he remained in 


the room. She inquired after his lady's 
| ducks and chickens ; aſked if ſhe had 
2 good flight of pigeons that ſeaſon; 
and whether partridges were plenty 
about them; and how many quarts of 
milk each of her cows gave upon an 
average, From cows they flid to eggs 


and cream, from cream to- butter, 


from butter to gravies, and from gra- 


vies to all kinds of fricaſces, ragouts, 


| and made diſhes. This was an inex- 
hauſtible ſubject, for there was nothing 
of which Mrs. Burton was ſo fond, 


ng _—_— as of the theory of 
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cooking. Mrs. Martin did not only 
indulge her friend, as ſhe appeared 
determined to make her, in all her fa- 
vourite topics of diſcourſe, ſhe called 
the moſt agreeable flattery to her af. 
ſiſtance; declaring, that ſhe knew no- 
body who was her equalin the manage- 
ment of her houſe, or the bringing 
up of her children: adding, that ſhe 
had herſelf neglected both too much, 
but ſhe was now convinced how very 
wrong ſhe had been, and reſolved in 
future to apply herſelf to the acqui- 
ſition of ſuch knowledge, as might 
enable her to diſcharge her domeſtic 
duties with propriety ; in which ſhe 
flattered herſelf her dear Mrs. Burton 
would not deny her her kind advice 
and aſſiſtance; and now that they were, 
by their late removal, at leaſt twelve 
| miles nearer to each other than they 
= were uſed to be, ſhe hoped they ſhould. 
| ſee each other as often as poſlible, meet 
quite 
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ie dly way, and be the 


quite. in 4 1 

beſt ncighbours i in the world. 
During the whole time that Mrs. 

Martin was making her fine ſpeeches, 


| Juliana could ſcarce believe that it was 
not Lady Maitland Who was ſpeaking; : 


just ſo ſhe looked, when the deſigned 
| attainment, of any favourite object en- 


| gaged her more than commonly to 


wiſh for the power of pleaſing. Such 
were the words ſhe made uſe of; her 
very accent was the ſame. Ah! how 


powerful is the force of education ( re- 
flected ſhe:) had that weak vain woman 
been brought up by a Mrs. Maitland, 


le might have been amiable and worthy. 
As the evening drew on, Mr. Ma 


| tin began to talk of departing, but ſo 


entirely was Mrs. Burton reconciled to 
her, ſo much was ſhe delighted by the 


compliments ſhe had paid to her un- 


@ deritanding | and good management, 


| together with the wiſh ſhe had expreſſed 
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—— — 


to be guided by her advice and diser. 
tions, that ſhe entirely forgot the pro- 
vocations ſhe had lately received; felt 
unwilling to loſe ſuch agreeable com- 
pany, and begged that ſhe would pro- 
Jong her viſit as much as poſſible; ob- 
ſerving, that this hot weather the later 
one walks the pleaſanter it grows, and 
that as there was a fine moon, there 
was no danger of its growing dark. 
Jo theſe kind invitations Mrs. Mar- 
tin replied, that nothing could be more 
agrecable to her than the company ſhe Mt 
Was then in. However, as no mention 
was made of ſupper, ſhe aroſe about 
nine to take leave. Mrs. Burton ate t 
tended her gueſt to the door, where?! 
t 
c 


_ 
+ 
\1 
| 
14 
1 


PP ²˙ . 10s ns AE TIE 4" 
— 


rr er 
2 ht — — 
— - . I 2 — 


— - 
NESS 


— * — * = ” 
— n l 
22 * m2. -* = 
— - — e 


ſervant was in waiting to ſee her ſafe 

home: when juſt as they were parting, 

a clap of diſtant thunder, and a few i 

large round drops of rain, which tell Wt 0 
from a heavy cloud juſt hanging over 2 

them, warned them of an approaching 3 


ſtorm 
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form. Mrs. Burton, in a ſtrong e 
unuſual fit of hoſpitality, declared, 


that ſhe ſhould by no means venture 


out till the ſhower was over; adding, 
dare fay, it will not laſt long,” and 
when it is paſſed, the hedges will be de- 
lightfully ſweet, and it will be quite a 
pleaſure to walk. Mrs. Martin did 
not expreſs any wiſh to encounter the 
approaching ſtorm ; ſhe ſaid, there was 


| nothing in the world ſhe dreaded ſo 


much as 'thunder, and would gladly 
accept her kind permiſſion to take ſhel- 


| ter under her hoſpitable roof. For 


ſome time Mrs. Burton ſat in expecta- 


| tion of the evening clearing up, (du- 
| ring which ſhe did not order clandles 


to be brought, though the darkneſs 
of the evening was ſuch as to render 


it difficult for them to diſcern each 


other) but her expectations were diſ- 
appointed; the thunder became louder, 
and the rain fell in torrents; ; at the 

" Es ſame 
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ſame time the clock ſtriking ten, ſhe 
found it would be abſolutely neceſſary 
to offer the coach to carry her viſitant 
home, or. to. aſk. her to. ſtay all night, 
The latter ſhe: by no means wiſhed, as 
notwithſtanding the agreeable manner 
in which ſhe had paſt a part of the af. 
ternoon, ſhe did not defire that Mrs. 
Martin ſhould ſpend more hours in the 
company of her huſband than could 
decently be avoided; not that ſhe was 
either handſome or young; but dreſs, 

paint, and levity of manner, made her 
appear a dangerous object to be too 
often expoſed to his eyes. On the 
other hand, to ſuffer the horſes to go 
three miles in ſuch dreadful weather 
was not to be thought of. She was at 
no time fond of lending her coach, 
which, ſhe uſed to ſay, Mr. Burton 
kept for her uſe, not to be made 3 
ſtage of, for the convenience of the 


whole neighbourhood, - In thort, two 
|: evils 


2 
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evils lay before her; it was neceſſary 
to make a choice; after a moment's. 


heſitation, ſhe reſolved rather to riſk 
the firſt mentioned danger, and there- 


fore told her friend; that as the bad 


weather ſeemed to be ſet in for the 


| night, ſhe believed they muſt endea- 
vour to provide a bed for her. Her 


viſitor expreſſed much gratitude for 


this exceſſive kindneſs; and lights being 
ordered, the curtains were let down, 


and the family ſeated for the evening: 
Mr. Burton” did not join them till 
ſupper was upon the table, and his 


| hdy took good cate that he ſhould not 


remain expoſed to temptation long after 
it was removed. The moment tlie 
clock. ſtruck eleven ſhe rang for can- 


dles, telling her gueſt, that ſhe was a 


friend to early hours, and never liked 


| to be out of bed at twelve. Upon a 
| ſervant appearing with lights, ſhe 
_ Mrs. Martin, that the —_ a 


1 bed 
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bed-fellow would not be diſagreeable 

to her; for it being too late to get 

clean ſheets properly aired, ſhe had 
ordered another pillow to be laid on 

Miſs Clayton's bed, which ſhe aflured 
| her was as good a one as any in the 

houſe. Mrs. Martit. ſaid it would be 

perfectly agreeable to her to ſleep with 

Miſs Clayton; adding, that indeed her 
fear of thunder was 10 exceſſive, that 

The did not know whether fhe could 

have ventured to ſleep alone. 

Qur heroine was too much accuſ. 
tomed to be treated fans ceremonie by 
Mrs. Burton, (who had never conſi- 

dered her in any higher point of view 

than as a ſervant who was admitted to 

cat in the parlour, ) to wonder at 2 

part of her bed being aſſigned to Mrs. 

Martin, without her being conſulted, | 
Y or even informed that it was intended. 
She would greatly have preferred the 
| indulgence of her own thoughts to 
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the converſation of her preſent. com- 
panion. But ſtruggling with her feel - 
: ings, which were of the moſt painful 


kind, ſhe endeavoured to appear eaſy 
and chearful, obligingly offering her 


night clothes, and every convenience 
that could add to her accommodation 
and comfort. Mrs. Martin received 
theſe little marks. of attention with a 
careleſs kind of haughtineſs; i ſpeaking 
very little, and that little in a tone of 
affected ſuperiority. She aſked, how- 


ever, ſeveral queſtions about the man- 


been beyoad any thing ſhe ever heard 


of; and whatever were her future dif- 
ficultics in life, ſhe had only herſelf to 
thank for them. She had juſt finiſhed 


one of theſe comfortable ſpeeches, when 


it came into her head to aſk if ſhe had 
ſeen Lord Belford after the diſcovery 
ot her real birth was made? Upon 


Gs 
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ner of her leaving Mordant-Place, fre- 
quently declaring that her folly had 
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which Juliana info rmed her of the 


manner in which he kad employed 
Mrs. Mordant to offer her his hand 
with all thoſe advantages which he 
Had before tendered to her acceptance, 
Is it poſſible that he could be ſo gene- 


ins 


rous? (exclaimed Mrs. Mittin, her 
countenence ſuddenly changing from 


ſupercilious coldneſs to ſurprize Jy and 


„  « 


were you really Weak and romantic 
enough to reful it ſplendid a ſettle. 


ment? I had various reaſons for re- 


fuſing it, (replied Juliana 3; but in my 
opinion one was ſufficient, that of my 
being unable to eſteem him. I won- 
der, (cried Mrs. Martin with a ſcorn- 


fol air and voice,) that you did not ſay 


love! No doubt that, too, is neceſſary 


before you can think of matrimony, 


1 really am out of all patience, (con- 


tinued ſhe, anger ſucceeding to con- 
tempt.) Then ſuddenly appearing to 


| recollect herſelf, the pauſed a moment, 


and 
0 
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and ſeemed loft in thought; after 


which, addreſſing our heroine with 


more complacency” than ſhe had hi- 
therto deigned to regard her with, 
ſaid ſhe was really very ſorry for her 


preſent ſituation, which ſhe could con- 


ſider in no better light than that of a 
common ſervice. Were you gover- 
neſs in a family of rank and impor-- 
tance, (ſaid ſhe,) it is a very eaſy, eli- 
gible way of life, and one that no gen- 


| tlewoman need be aſhamed of. But 
to be a ſlave to the hnmours of ſuch: 


an ignorant, conceited, ill-bred crea- 


ture as Mrs. Burton, and to be plagued 


with the horrid taſk of inſtructing; 
thoſe aukward, perverſe idiots, her 


daughters, is abſolutely intolerable. 
juliana replied, that ſhe was by no 


means inſenſible to the extreme un- 


pleaſantneſs of her ſituation, nor were 


lier hopes of being materially uſeful 


to Miſs Burtons very ſtrong; but that 


6's till 
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till ſhe could be fortunate enough to 
hear of ſomething more eligible, ſhe 


thought it her duty to make the beſt 


of her. preſent condition, and not to 


trouble her friends; if, indeed, (con- 
tinued the, a tear ſtarting in her eye, 


I now poſſeſs any, with unneceſſary 


complaints. Nay, (in a firmer voice, 


it is my reſolution never to apply to 
any one for aſſiſtance, while I retain 


the power of ſupporting myſelf by any 


Juſtihable means. Ah, my dear, (cried 
Mrs. Martin, ſhaking her head,) it is 
eaſy to talk; but take my word for it, 


by the time you have lived here eight 


or ten years, and begin to grow old 
in a ſtate of friendleſs poverty, you 
will moſt heartily repent your preſent 
folly. You have here no opportunity 
of making yourſelf known to a ſingle 
perſon who can be uſeful to you; 


none who viſit Mrs. Burton are judges 


either of your merit or accompliſh 
ments; 
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ments; nor have you any proſpect 
but that of ſpending your youth in a 
ſtate of ſervile dependence, and being 
left to ſtruggle with all the natural 
inconveniences of old age, unprovided 

with thoſe comforts which can alone 

render it ſupportable. Poor Juliana 

was too ſenſible of the truths contained | 
in this diſmal repreſentation ; the tears - 
flowed faſt from her lovely eyes, and 
the ſigh of anguiſh burſt from her 


boſom. Mrs. Martin obſerving how 


deeply ſhe was affected, began to ſooth 
her diſtreſs, and revive her hopes. She 


ſaid, that however ſhe might have 


been diſappointed in her expectations 


by the late unfortunate ſteps ſhe had 
taken, ſhe could never ceaſe to love 


her, or to be moſt deeply intereſted in 
every thing that might affect her wel- 


fare and happineſs. Her preſent ſitua- 


tion, (ſhe ſaid,) though eaſy and inde- 
pendent, was not ſufficiently affluent 
„„ 


{ 
5 
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to enable her i. in any conſiderable de- 
gree to contribute to her ſupport, : 
which otherwiſe ſhe ſhould be moſt 


| happy to do; but in another way ſhe 


flattered herſelf that ſhe poſſeſſed the 
power of being eſſentially uſeful to her, 
a power which ſhe aſſured her ſhe 
would exert to the very uttermoſt, 
Rather more than a fortnight paſt, (con- 


nued ſhe,) 1 was applied to by a fa- 


mily of the firſt conſequence, who 
ras part of the ſummer at the diſtance 


_ of about thirty miles from this place, 


to enquire for 2 young perſon pro- 


perly qualified to inſtruct their only 


dau ghter, a fine, ſenſible, ſweet tem- 


per 'd girl, of ten years old. As they 


are very particular both with reſpect 
to character and accompliſhments, it 
is probable that they, have not yet ſuc· 
ceeded in meeting with one they ap- 


Prove: if this ſhould fortunatdy be 
the caſe, it is 2 tuation of all others 


that 


dS wb 
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that will beſt ſuit you, and one which 
lam ſure you are capable of filling to 
the entire ſatisfaction of Mr. and Mrs. 
Greville, who are two of the moſt 
amiable, pleaſing xcople i in the world, 


a EF ar XX 3” 


| ciently reward your care of their — 


little Emma; of whom, I have no. 


doubt, you will be almoſt as fond as 
they are; for the is uncommonly ſen- 
ſible ay engaging. Iwill write (con- 
tinved Mrs. Martin,) the moment I 


Gn: 


get home; and if the appointment i is 


not already filled up, ſecure it for you. 
Our heroine thanked her in the 
warmeſt terms for her kind promiſe 


and intention, aſſuring her, that it 


mould be her ſtudy to act in ſuch a 
: manner as to do no diſcredit to her 


recommendation; ; and that ſuch a 


ſituation would be every thing the 
could hope or with for. The idea of 
being fo ſoon delivered from her pre- 
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ſent Rate of flavery, and placed in one 
ſo pleaſant and eligible ; of exchanging 
meanneſs, ignorance and vulgarity, for 
generolity, information and politeneſs, 
was inexpreſſibly ſoothing to her mind; 
and had ſhe not been diſturbed by the 
apprehended uncertainty of obtaining 
ſo many bleflings, ſhe would almoſt 
have taſted perfect happineſs. Hope 
and fear kept her fleepleſs during the 
greateſt part of the night, and ſhe was 
up the next morning at leaſt an hour 
ſooner than her Wert time of riſing. She 
was{ofticious in aſſiſting Mrs. Martin to 
dreſs, fearing that ſhe ſhould loſe time, 
and not be ready for breakfaſt, which 
would of courſe delay that of her re- 
turn home; by this means they were 
in the parlour near half an hour before 
the miſtreſs of the houſe appeared. 
Juliana, having requeſted the ſer- 
vant to bring in breakfaſt the moment 
his lady came down, went, as was her 
8 | uſual 


1 2 of 


* 
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uſual cuſtom, to the chamber where 
her pupils ſlept; for they never were 
able to dreſs themſelves, and leave their 


apartment in ſuch order as ſhe re- 


quired, without her aſſiſtance. This ; 


taſk being performed, the returned 
to the parlour, in hopes of ſceing 
| breakfaſt in a conſiderable degree of 
forwardneſs; when as the approached 
the door, ſhe heard a ſtifled laugh, and 


Mrs. Martin exclaim, Fie, fie, Burton; 
I proteſt thou art the moſt impertinent 


creature I ever knew; go, go to your 
wife and tell her ſo. Upon our he- 
roine's entrance, ſhe ſaw that lady and 
Mr. Burton fitting upon the ſofa, he 
in a reclining poſture, his head being 
almoſt ſunk behind her, and his arms 
car eleſsly thrown round her waiſt. She 


coloured upon ſeeing Juliana, and dif- 


_ engaging herſelf from him, exclaimed 
1n an affected tone, Dear Mits Clay- 
tons do come and help me; this rude 
| creature 
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creature won't let me alone. Our he- 


roine was about to have anſwered in a 
manner expreſſive of the diſguſt and 


contempt with which ſuch impropriety 


of conduct inſpired her, when the en- 
trance of Mrs. Burton prevented her. 
The moment breakfaſt was over, the 
Squire quitted the room; and in leſs 
than half an hour Mrs. Martin fol- 
lowed his example, having firſt given 
her dear Mrs. Burton (as the now con- 
ſtantly entitled her,) the moſt preſſing 
invitations to return her viſit White 


the fine weather laſted ; adding, that 


ſhe hoped ſhe would bring the "0. 
girls along with her, and favour her 
with ſtaying at leaſt two or three 
nights. The lady to whom theſe pro- 
poſals were directed, appeared to feel 
no reluctance to the thought of ac- 
cepting them; ſaying ſhe could now 
leave home with more convenience 
than forme: ly, as ſhe could entruſt the 
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keys to Miſs Clayton, who, ſhe had no 
doubt, would take good care of every 
thing during her abſence. After theſe 
mutual civilities, the ladies parted, ex- 
| preſling the ſtrongeſt deſire of ſoon 
renewing the pleaſure they had lately 
enjoyed in each other's company, Mrs. 
Martin repeatedly begging that the 
young ladies would remind their 
mamma of her promiſe. 
Before the quitted the Grove, Mrs. 
Martin took an opportunity of whit- 
perin 8 our Beroine, that ſhe would be 
ſure to write to Mrs. Greville that 


S a. Gor. 


the mie Ken to hear from ber. 
Juliana could only thank her by a 

look of gratitude for her kind promiſe, 
for the performance of which ſhe 
waited with impatience. 
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nern . 
THE PROMISE PERFORMED. 


"FULL week did our 


wait in impatient expectation of 


Fa from Mrs. Martin. She Was 
naturally inclined to hope, and to view 


every thing in the moſt chearful and 


encouraging point of view, in which 
reaſon and judgment would admit of 
her beholding them. Her ſpirits were 
conſiderably enlivened by the com- 
fortable proſpect which now appeared 
to open upon her; ſhe already began 
in idea to, taſte ſome of her former 
pleaſures; i the indulged 'a train of 


agreeable reflections, which, for ſome 
time paſt, had been ſtrangers to her 
breaſt. One pleaſing image ſucceed- 


ing another, incited "Kung to, a trial 


of her long neglected talent for poc- 
8 try. 
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try. A fine myrtle-tree (which ſhe 


had herſelf watered and tended ever 


fince ſhe came to the Grove, and of 


which ſhe was conſiderably fonder than 


of any thing elſe in the houſe) ſtood 


upon a table before her. The Sonnet 


had of late become her favourite com- 


poſition. She had one in her poſſeſſion 


which ſhe had at leaſt peruſed a thouſand 
times over. She reſolved to addreſs 
one to her verdant favourite, and after 
conſidering for a moment, took up the 
pen, and wrote the following lines. 


8 0 N N E T. 


790 4 MYRTLE-TREE, 


When ſummer decks the ſmiling plain, 
Behold how freſh yon roſe-buſh blooms 
How rich a glow delights the eye, 
How ſweet a ſcent the air perfumes. 


But ah ! when frowning Winter comes, 


When tempeſts load th” inclement ſkies, 


How ſoon the gaudy flower declines, 


It lickens, withers, falls, and dies! 


RRR — I 
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But *oainſt thy ſober, mock charms 
The ſeaſons point their rage in vain 

Thou, conſtant thro” the varying year 
Thy leafy honours ſhalt retain. 


Thus virtue every ſtorm of fate can brave, 
Unmov'd meet death, and triumph in the grave, 


Our heroine was in one of. theſe 


| agreeable reveries, when ſhe was ſud. 


denly awakened from it by the en- 
trance of her youngeſt pupil, who gave 
her a letter, which ſhe faid was come 
from Mrs. Martin's, and that a ſervant 
waited for an anſwer; adding, mamma 
wonders what Mrs. Martin can want 
with you, for ſhe knows it is her 
hand. Juliana impatiently brake open 


the ſeal, and read the following words. 


c« ] am happy to inform my dear 
Juliana, that I have ſucceeded in my 
application to Mrs. Greville, from 


whom 1 this morning received a let- 


ter, in which.the not only promiſes to 
take 
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take you into her family, provided ſhe 
finds you deſerving of the character I 
have given you, but purpoſes to dine 
with me to-morrow, and requeſts that 
you may give her the meeting, in or- 
. der that ſhe may be able to judge of 
your manners, about which ſhe is very 
e particular. You will, therefore, at all 
„ events, be with me by ten or eleven 
clock to-morrow morning, for I wiſh 
© WE to have a little time with you before 
© WH {he arrives, as it will be in my power 
t to give you ſome hints which may be 
5 
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uſeful to you. Let nothing prevent 
your coming: you need not uſe much 
ceremony with Mrs. Burton, as you 

| WF will no longer. ſtand in need. of her 
' protection. I ſhall expect you with 
impatience. A ſervant ſhall be at the 
Grove by nine o'clock, to conduct you 

to your. imcere and affectionate 
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Juliana (without in the leaſt degret 
attending to Miſs Peggy, who expref- 
ſed a great deſire to know what were 


the contents of the letter ſhe had de- 
livered) immediately returned an an- 


ſwer to Mrs. Martin, aſſuring her, that 


nothing ſhould prevent her attending 
her at the hour ſhe had appointed. 
Having ſealed her billet, ſhe went her- 
ſelf down ſtairs, and gave it into the 
hands of the ſervant ; after which ſhe 
turned into the parlour, where Mrs, 
Burton and her daughters were ſitting. 
So Miſs, (exclaimed the former). find 
you have had a letter from Mrs. Mar- 
tin. Yes, madam, (replied Juliana) | 
I have taken the liberty of engaging 
myſelf to ſpend to-morrow with her. 
To ſpend to-morrow with her! (cried 
Mrs. Burton, in a voice of aſtoniſh- 
ment) ſpend to-morrow with Mrs. 
Martin! Yes, madam, (anſwered our 
5 Heroine) there i is a lady to dine at her 

houſe 
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houſe with whom I have particular bu- 
ſineſs, and I muſt beg you will excuſe 
my abſence for one day. Buſineſs! 
(cried Mrs. Burton) what buſineſs can 
you have? I think your proper buſineſs 

is to mind your ſcholars; I am ſure 
they come on very flowly. There is 
the Miſs Whites, by the time their 
governeſs had been wich them three 
months, could talk French as faſt as 
Englfth, and my girls can hardly ſay 
a word. But ſome people are ſo vaſtly 
fond of new acquaintance I thought, 
by all the whiſpering that paſſed the 
morning Mrs, Martin left us, that 
ſomething was going on : people think 
they can deceive people, but they are ; 
miſtaken, As for Mrs. Martin, ſhe is 
as meer a flaunting goſſiping minx as 
any in the neighbourhood; and if I 
was to ſay ſhe was no better than ſhe 
ſhould be, I believe nobody could ac- 
cuſe me * ſpeaking what is not true. 
Juliana 
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} 


Juliana endeavoured to ſoften Mrs. 


Burton's diſpleaſure by fayin 8 that 
ſhe was forry her viſit was difagreeable 
£0 her;. and adding, that it would 
probably be the only. one ſhe ſhould 
deſire to make during her continuance 
at the Grove. This in ſome degree 
pacified her anger, though ſhe was not 
in perfect good humour throughout 
the Whole day. 

By nine the following morning Mrs, 
Martin's ſervant arrived, and our he- 
roine (having firſt helped the young 
ladies to dreſs, and aſſigned them little 
taſks for the employment of the day) 
ſet out upon her way to Criton, the 
name of a large village i in which Mr. 
Martin lived. Upon her arrival, the 


Was met by the miſtreſs of the houſe, 
in whoſe- countenance diſappointment 
- and chagrin were ſtrongly depicted. | 


My dear g girl, ſaid ſhe, (taking 8 Juliana $ 
hand, and s her Pp a hand- 
| TY | ſome 
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ſome parlour) I am truly glad to ſee 
you, but I am ſo vexed, ſo diſappoint- 
ed! Do you know, that about ten 
minutes after John ſet out to fetch you 


here, I received a letter from my friend 


Mrs, Greville, in which, after thank- 


ing me in the moſt obliging manner 


for the pains I have taken to ſuit her 


with a governeſs for her daughter, 
ſhe proceeds to inform me, that laſt 
night a young lady arrived at her houſe, 
who is ſo well recommended, and ap- 


| pears ſo every way what ſhe could 
wiſh, that it was impoſſible for her to 


decline the offer of her abilities, which 
ſhe has every reaſon to believe are of 


the very firſt rate. Nothing (continued 
Mrs. Martin) could be ſo unfortunate, 


for it may be a long time before I hear 
of any thing that will ſuit you ſo well, 
and really your * eu ation is quite 


dreadful. 


Wir 


Juliana 
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Juliana was indeed diſappointed. 


.- 96 thought of returning to the 
Grove, as a place of reſidence, was 


inexpreſlibly diſagreeable, and almoſt 
inſupportable. While ſhe had enter- 
tained little. or no hopes of a change, 
| ſhe had brought her mind into a gloomy 


kind of reſignation, but the bright 


gleam which had lately darted in upon 


her, might be ſaid to have rendered 


darkneſs viſible. She had before ſtrove 
to deceive herſelf, to believe that her 
ſituation was tolerable, as it gave her 
the power of affording inſtruction and 
improvement to perſons ſo greatly in 
Want of both, and of providing for 


her own neceſſities without incurring |} 


obligations, But ſince ſhe had indulged 
her mind in dwelling upon ſcenes of 
elegance and comfort, every thing in 


her late habitation appeared doubly 
_ diſguſting ; and the idea of continuing 


there, perhaps for whole years, ſunk 


her 
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her ſpirits in ſo, uncommon a degree, 


that ſhe fat down upon a chair which 
Mrs. Martin had placed for her, unable 


to utter a word. 
Having a little recovered herſelf, ſhe 


thanked the kind miſtreſs of the man- 
fon for the trouble ſhe had given her- 
ſelf about her. I am indeed unfor- 


tunate, (ſaid ſhe, unable to ſuppreſs a 


tear which ſtole down her ſoft cheek) 


am very unfortunate ! The thought 


of living at the Grove, of being re- 
proached by unfeeling ignorance, be- 
cauſe I cannot animate ſtupidity, and 
give ideas to idiotiſm, is unſupporta- 


ble. I will riſk every thing rather than 


ſubmit to it. By this time Mrs. Mor- 


dant may have heard of ſomething 
more eligible; I will immediately write, 
and —— Ah, my dear Juliana, (cried 


Mrs. Martin) you will never know the 


world : deceived by the innocence and 


goodneſs of your own heart, you ex- 
„„ 
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pect to meet with virtues which I fear 


exiſt no where elſe. I know Mrs, 


Mordant better than you do, and [ 
would lay ten thouſand to one, againſt 
her ever giving herſelf the trouble of 
anſwering your letter. Well, (replied 
Juliana) if that ſhould be the caſe, [ 
will not ſuffer that pride, to which | 
have not the ſmalleſt reaſonable pre- 
tence, to ſtand between and rob me of 
that humbRK contentment, which I may, 
perhaps, be fortunate enough to attain, 
Perhaps, madam, (continued ſhe heſ- 
tating) perhaps you may know ſome 
lady of worthy character who waits 
an attendant upon her perſon. Good 
| heavens! (exclaimed Mrs. Martin) can 
you ſeriouſly think of going to ſervice! 
I can (anſwered: Juliana) I will no 
longer continue at the Grove, and 
what elſe can Ido? There is yet another 
choice left you, (replied Mrs. Martin) 
pou have yet one friend; one who / 
en,, n 1 
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both able and deſirous to raiſe you 


s. above all the difficulties under which 4 
[ you now ſtruggle, who will not only = 
lt make you eaſy and independent, but 'P 


rich, great, and happy. You are ſur- 
d WW prized; you doubt the truth of what 
[ aflert. I do not wonder at your 
amazement ; ſuch virtue, fuch attach- 
ment is indeed uncommon. But to 
keep you no longer in ſuſpence, to put 


„pour good fortune beyond a poſſibility 
. of doubt, behold this excellent, this 


generous friend, and learn from him 
the particulars of your happineſs. So 


tz faying, ſhe opened the door of an inner 
0 WF parlour, out of which, to our heroine's 


utter munen came the Earl of 3 


0 — lordſhip 8 our half. | —_ 
1 zffrighted: heroine, with the greateſt i 


reſpect; and taking one of her hands, 
Lovely Miſs Maitland, (ſaid he) how 
do I rejoice to ſee you? Why have you 
ſo long concealed yourſelf from one 
H 3 who 


150 . HENRY AND ISABELDA, 


who knows no pleaſure equal to that 
of ſerving you? Believe me, I ea 

| truly ſay, that fince-you quitted Mor. 
dant-Place, I have not enjoyed an eaſy 
moment. Why would you ſo exceed. 
ingly diſtreſs thoſe who ſincerely love 
you, and expoſe yourſelf to danger 
and difficulties with which you were 
not born to ſtruggle, and which they 
would rather die than ſuffer you to en- 
dure? If I have any ſuch friends, Sit, 
(anſwered Juliana, ſomewhat recovered 
from her ſurprize) I am indeed obliged 
to them. The difficulties with which 
I have hitherto firuggled, have been 
only ſuch as are naturally to be ex. 
pected in my proper rank of life. You 
are not ignorant, that I have given up 
all pretenſion to the name of Maitland, 
(continued ſhe, a deep ſigh ſtruggling 
from the very bottom of her heart;) a 
night to it I never poſſeſſed; and I mult 
intreat all thoſe WhO knew me in a 
| — fictitious 
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ſictitious character, to forget both me 


and a circumſtance which I cannot re- 


flect upon without confuſion. Forget 
you! (exclaimed the Earl) rather tell 
me to forget my exiſtence. The name 
you have loſt was unworthy of your 
merits; one far more ancient and noble 


awaits, will be honoured by your ac- 


ceptance. Need J fay, need I repeat, 


how dear you are to me? can I give 
you a ſtronger proof of my attach- 
ment, than by offering, in your preſent 
ſituation, to make you my wife? I will 


deceive you in nothing; as ſoon as 
your mother diſcovered the place of 
your concealment, ſhe communicated. 


the welcome intelligence to me. Three 


days ſince I arrived at this place, and 
the time ſince that has been wholly em- 
ployed in drawing up ſuch writings, 
as will ſecure to you not merely inde- 
pendence, but affluence, large as your 
own benevolent heart can deſire. Theſe 
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writings want but the ceremony of 
ſigning to render them valid; and you 
will beyond meaſure oblige me by con- 
deſcending to ſuffer me to execute 
them. There is (continued he, ſof- 
tening his voice) but one act more ne- 
ceſſary to complete my happineſs, and 
I truſt, inſure your own. Exactly at 
twelve I have appointed the rector of 
the pariſh to attend us; I have a ſpe- 
cial licence in readineſs; and this even- 
ing 1 hope to ſet out upon my return 
to Belford Abby, the richeſt mand _ N 
pieſt man upon earth. _ 
Ah, my dear Juliana, a 
Mrs. Martin) how inexpreſſibly happy 
will you be! in a moment to find your- 
ſelf delivered from ſo many diſcom- 
forts, from the wretched proſpect of 
paſſing your youth in hardſhips, and 
your old age in neglected poverty; in 
a moment, I ſay, to be delivered from 
2 Rate ſa miſerable, and placed in one 


4.4 180 
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ſo erery way enviable. It will certainly 
appear like * like a yon 


dream. 
If I were to look for happinetss un 


the ſituation you propoſe, madam, (re- 


pliedour heroine) my expectation would 
indeed prove 2 dream. I am ſenfible 
of the unpleaſantneſs of my preſent 

condition and proſpects, but I will not 


| exchange them for others fill more 


gloomy, nor quit the uneven but ſafe 
paths of virtue, for the thorny and 
deſtructive ones of vice. To you, 
madam, (continued the) what I ſay 
may appear ſomewhat myſterious, but 
his lordfhip clearly comprehends its 
meaning. It is fufficient to you, that 
I ſhould affign as a cauſe of my preſent 
abſolute refuſal of the ſeemingly ſplen- 
did and honourable propoſals now made 
me; that by accepting them, I ffould- 
render myſelf more unhappy than 1 
—_— am: but Lord Belford is con- 
0 1 ſeious 
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ſcious of a/ cauſe which would make 
it criminal; he well knows that were 


I to accept the offers he has now made 


me, I ſhould not be his wife; that it 
is not in his power to make me ſuch. 
Lord Belford's confuſion was viſi- 
ble in his countenance, as was that of 


Mrs. Martin in her's; ſhe affected to 


laugh, was half in a paſſion, and half 
"endeavoured to ſoothe and perſuade 
Juliana into what ſhe wiſhed. | Talked 


of romantic nonſenſe, of a permanent 


_ eſtabliſhment, and the great danger of 
living in an unprotected ftate. Juliana 
was about to have replied, when Lord 


Belford, (approaching her with a mix- | 
ture of reſpect and apprehenſion) ſud 
he but too well knew the unfortunate 


_ circumſtance to which ſhe alluded; 
adding, could I recall the paſt, every 
thing ſhould unite in my prefent pro- 
poſal which hononr, or the moſt ſcru- 


{co delicacy could require 3 but 
N permit 
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permit me-to obſerve, that the validity 


of the deeds I juſt now mentioned, de- 
pends upon nothing but their being 
figned by me; and that I am ready to 

execute them with any additions you 


ſhall condeſcend to point out. Let me 


hkewife remind my. adored Juliana, 
that there is no perſon in the world 
known by the name of Lady Belford; 


that nobody will ever diſpute the title 


with her, nor will ſhe injure any one 


by aſſuming it. Hold, Sir, (exclaimed 
our heroine;) were you unmarned, 


and thought proper to offer me your 


hand and fortune; poor, unknown, 


and unprotected as I am, it is likely 


that I ſhould reject them; do not then 


ſuppoſe that any propoſals you have | 
now the power of making, can coſt 
me even the heſitation of a moment. 


perceive, madam, (continued ſhe, 


addreſſing Mrs. Martin, ) that the hopes 
with which you. flattered me of pro- 
H6 curing 
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curing , a more comfortable fituation 
than that I am now in, were entirely 
without ne. and merely cal. 


your awn — wag You 
have, I doubt not, more cauſe to re- 
gret your diſappointment than that 
which proceeds from your regard to 
my ſuppoſed. intereſt; ſo. far as that 
regard, however miſtaken in its ob- 
ject, has been your motive, I am 


obliged to your intentions. The ho- 


nour of both demands that in future 


we fhould be ſtrangers; and I beg 
leave to repeat my laſt and only re- 


queſt, which I truſt will be obſerved | 


by all who have the ſmalleſt remaining 
Eindneſs. for me, that both my. name 
and place of abode may continue en- 
tirely unknown. So. ſaying, with a 
conſcious dignity. of air and aſpect; a 
_ dignity, the reſult neither of title, for- 
5 mu or * of external appear- 


4 a — ; | 


NENRY AND ISABELLA: TSP 
ace, but of true, innate honour and 


his worthy and ſtill more diſappointed 


affiſtant, to gaze upon each other in 


_ filent wonder; neither of them daring 


to ſtop, or nen ok n. ner | 


bout — 


She walked with a Ack ſlep till 


5 he got entirely out of the village; 
when Qlackening her pace, ſhe moved 


ſlowly along the fields, revolving in 


her mind the events of the morning. 
Juſt as ſhe came into the field adjoin- 
ing a ſhrubbery which led directly to 
the houfe, the heard a gun go off, and 


in a few moments beheld the Squire 


approaching. Miſs Clayton, ' (cried 
be,) who expected to ſee you this 
morning? I thought you were gone to 
dine with Mrs. Martin. I ſuppofe ſhe 
has affronted you, for I know ſhe hates 


mAY handſome woman. * as. he 


ing the poor difappointed Peer, and 
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had finiſhed this gallant ſpeech, and 
was proceeding to take hold of her 
hand, (a freedom he' had often at- 
tempted, but had met with a conſtant 
repulſe,) Mrs, Burton appeared at the 
end of the ſnrubbery. Upon Julia- 
na's approach, ſhe exclaimed with 2a 
look not very expreſſive of pleaſure or 
kindneſs, Bleſs" me, Miſs Clayton! 
what returned already! I thought you 
were to have ſpent the whole day with 
your new friend. Our heroine re- 
plied, that the lady ſhe went to meet 
having met with an accident which 
prevented her coming according to 
Mrs. Martin's expectation, ſhe had 
eome home to dinner, there being no 
other inducement to her ſtaying at 
Criton. And pray where did you 
meet Mr. Burton? (aſked his lady;) 
has he been at Criton too? Juliana 
anſwered that he had not joined her 
longer than five minutes; adding, that 
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_ the ſuppoſed ſhe! had heard the report 
of his gun, which went off juſt before 
he came in ſight. Well, (faid Mrs. 
Burton, appearing pretty well ſatis- 


fied,) I am glad you are come home; 
the girls have been ſo rude, there's no 


bearing them. I hope you won't want 
to go out again for 2 long time; for 
gadding about does young women no 
good]; it only teaches them to flirt and 
goſſip, and forget whoſe legs they 


more equally ſage and elegant, broug ht 


them to the houſe, which our heroine 


entered with a heavy heart, and a ſen- 


ſation ſuch as the poor debtor feels, 


when after the indulgence of a ſhort 


furlough, he n 1 to his 


enn — 


right to trouble with her wants and 
misfortunes? She would trouble no 
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CHAPTER- XXX. 
| NO-PASSION $0 VIOLENT AS JEALOUSY, 
TOTHING could be more truly 


mortifying than every part of our 
-herome's ſituation. She had Joſt and 
given up all that was moſt dear to her 
upon earth: her preſent ſtate was truly 


uncomfortable, and her future proſpects 
abſrure and diſcouraging. In this fa- 


-mily: it was impoſſihle for her to re- 
main; there was no bearing to live in 
the midſt ef uncanquerable conceit, 
and unimproveable ignorance. Tet, 
where: ſhould: ſhe go? Who had the a 


one; ſhe would endure: even her pre- 


ſent tate, till ſomething offered that 
- might enable her to change it to ad- 


vantage. In this reſolution, it is pro- 
bable, ſhe would have continued till 


 . hat deſired ſomething preſented itſelf, 


n 
4 
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had it not been for an unexpected cir- 
cumſtance} which ſuddenly obliged her 


to reſolve upon quitting even the poor 
ſhelter, which fortune had afforded 
her. This circumitance was no other 
than the very great attention paid to 
her by the maſter of the houſe, Who 
took every opportunity of being in 


her ſight, and never let one ſlip, when 


his wife was abſent, without ſaying a 
number of obliging things to her, not 


one of which he dared to utter While 
Mrs. Burton was preſent. Fe 


Qur heroine had been too * ac- 


 cuſtomed to receive compliments from 


men, to be ſurpriſed at thoſe paid her 


by Mr. Burton, and was ſometime be- 
fore ſhe obſerved that there was any 
thing particular in them, or that they 
were only made in the abſence of his 
wife. They at length, however, be- 
came too expreſſive of more than com- 
mon admiration to eſcape her notice. 


She 
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She became uneaſy ; and her eagernefy 
to quit the Grove increaſed; when 
one morning, after a ride which he 
uſually took every day, he entered 
the parlour, and preſented a letter to 
Juliana, ſaying, he met with it at the 
poſt- office in the neighbouring town, 
to which he generally road every poſt 
morning to inquire for thoſe directed 
to himſelf. Juliana was ſurpriſed to 
Nee the ſuperſcription for Miſs Clayton, 
a name ſhe had aſſumed upon her ar- 
rival at the Grove, and with which not 
even Mrs. Mordant was acquainted; 
but, upon opening it, her ſurpriſe was 
changed into EGS when an 
_ theſe words: | 
<< Moſt beautiful of women, if 
vou at all know yourſelf,. you will 
not wonder that every man who 
ſees, muſt admire you; but I do more, 
I love you. Would to heaven I could 
( canvince you of it, by making you my 
10? 1 FA wife; 


!!!! — 


HENRY AND ISABELLA, 163 


wife; but, alas, I am tied to one who 
is exactly the reverſe of you; who is 
every thing I hate. I know how dif- 
agreeable it muſt be to you, to live 
with ſuch a vulgar piece of ignorance 
and folly; permit me to remove you 
from her. I will immediately make 

you independent, by ſettling three 
hundred pounds a year upon you; and 

this I will do before you leave the 


Grove, and truſt to your gratitude for 


my reward. I deſire no anſwer, but 
2 {mule ; ; en and I am happy. 


T. BukToN;” 


iy 


Juliana put up this curious billet 
with a bluſh of contempt and indig- 
nation. Mr. Burton, who had ſeated 
himſelf oppoſite. to her while ſhe was 
reading it, in vain watched for the 
ſmile which was to enſure his happi- 
neſs; a ſtately frown, of ineffable diſ- 
dain, was the only return he received 
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| for his generous propoſal, with which 


he quitted the room ee, very 


little ſatisfied. 


Our heroine now ele m ill 


events, to quit a family in which ſhe 


had received ſo groſs an inſult; and 


wherein, if ſhe continued, it was pro- 


take a lodging in the neighbouring 


ton, from whence ſhe would write 


4 


to Mrs. Mordant, and inform her of 


the cauſe which obliged her to leave 
the Grove; and to beg her further ad- 


vice and recommendation. In purſu- 
*ance of this reſolution, the told Mrs. 
- Burton that the contents of the letter 
me had juſt received, would oblige 
her to quit her houſe immediately; ad- 
ding, that ſnhe hoped ſhe would ſoon 


be ſuited with another preceptor for 
the young ladies; and that, if ſhe. 


_ take the liberty of adviſing, the 


would 


- 
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would recommend. rather an older go- 
verneſs than herſelf to their choice. n 
Oh, as to that, (anſwered Mrs. Burton) 5 
there is no danger of not getting peo- 
ple enough to do every thing for one, 
while one can pay them for it. I war- 
rant couſin Mordant knows enough 
more, who will be ready to jump at 
ſuch an offer; ſo if you chuſe it, you 
may go this afternoon, for I am going 
to ſend the coach to town, (meaning 
2 ſmall one, at the diſtance of a fe 
miles from the Grove) to fetch a friend, 
who is to ſtay a few days with me, and 
if you chuſe to go ſo ſoon, you may 
ride in it. Juliana replied, that ſne 


+ would embrace the opportunity; and 


riſing to leave the room, in order to 


put her clothes into travelling condi- 


tion, the billet. ſhe had juſt received, 
and which in her confuſion ſhe had 
put on one ſide of her pocket, fell 


W the * and Mrs. Burton, wo 


poſſeſſed 


i * 
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poſſeſſed a more than competent ſhare 
of that moſt vulgar of all qualities, 


common curioſity, picking it up, in- 


ſtantly opened it, ſaying, Now I ſhall 
ſee if it is a lover that occaſions your 
leaving us ſo haſtily ; and caſting her 
eye to the bottom, beheld the name 
and hand writing of her huſband. 
Poor Juliana was rendered both 


dumb and motionleſs by ſurpriſe and 


fright; ſhe turned pale, trembled, and 
was ready to ſink to the ground. The 
cheeks of Mrs. Burton, on the con- 
trary, became deeply crimſoned, her 
eyes darted fury, and ſuch was the ex- 
ceſs of her paſſion, that, for ſome mo- 
ments, ſhe could not utter a ſingle 
word. At length the loudneſs of her 
voice, and the volubility of her tongue, 


made ample amends for the ſhort ſuſ- 


penſion of their powers; ſhe loaded 
our heroine with the moſt opprobrious 


_ epithets, ſparing neither her honour, 


bali 1 or 
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or her delicacy, and concluded with 
bidding her get out of her houſe that 
very moment, adding that the need 
not ſtay to pack vp her trumpery, 
as it ſhould all be ſent after her, bag 
and baggage. Juliana endeavoured to 
clear her innocence, but ſhe was over- 
borne by a torrent of abuſe, and re- 
ſolved to quit the houſe without reſiſt- 
ance, and content herſelf with writ- 
ing an account of the affair to Mrs. 
Burton, which ſhe thought a duty due 
to her reputation. _ 

Such was the extreme violence of 
Mrs. Burton, that it was with difficulty 
the gained permiſſion to put on her 
cloak, gloves, and bonnet, which hav- 
ing done in the moſt haſty manner, 
the door was, by the orders of that 
lady, opened by a footman, and our 
heroine driven out as a creature un- 
worthy of mixing with ſocicty. , . 

| | 80 
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80 much v Was ſhe ſhocked and fright- 


ed by the ſcurrility and violence of 


Mrs. Burton, that for ſome minutes 


ſhe had no deſire but to eſcape from 


them, or fear but of encountering them 
again ; till having reached the bottom 
of the lawn, ſhe began to conſider 


which of the paths before her, through 


the wood, were moſt likely to lead to 
the neighbouring town. This was no 


_ eaſy point to aſcertain, as ſhe knew 


not the direction in which it ſtood. She 
however fixed upon the broadeſt, and 
moſt beaten, hoping to meet ſome one 
who-could afford her a certain direc- 


tion. As ſhe paſſed along, ſhe fre. 


quently turned back to view, through 
the ſeveral openings, thoſe pictureſque 


f ſcenes with which ſhe had been ſo much 
delighted upon her approach to the 


Grove; but the idea of its inhabitants 
now mingled itſelf with every object, 
and though her . ſaw that they were 


8 beautiful, 
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beautiful, they had no longer the power 


to pleaſe. Indeed, her ſtate: of mind 
was by no means favourable to the ad- 
miſſion of pleaſureable ideas. She had, 
from her earlieſt years, been. accuſ. 
tomed to attendance and protechon, to 
friendſhip and tenderneſs, and was ſud- 
denly deprived of them all. - She was 
alone, wandering 1n a ſtrange country, 
and going to a place where neither her 
name or perſon were known to a ſingle 
creature. She trembled to think upon 
the inſults to which ſhe might be ex- 


poſed, from the folly and cruelty of 


mankind, from ſuch minds as Mr. and 
Mrs. Burton's. In ſhort, her preſent 
ſtate was comfortleſs and perilous. She 
looked back to former days of elegance 
and ſafety with regret, and forward to 
thoſe of doubtful danger with e 
and terror. 

In this moſt uncaſy Geonrion of mind 
ſhe topped upon an eminence, to try 

ee. * | i 
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if ſhe could fee any thing of the neigh- 
bouring town, when a little to her 
right ſhe heard the diſtant trampling 
of horſes, and in a few moments two 
horſemen of genteel appearance came 
in view. The firſt thought that oc- 
curred to the mind of our heroine, 
Was inſtant flight; but recollecting that 
a director was abſolutely neceſſary to 
Her, and that ſhe had a better right to 
expect civility from a gentleman, than 
from an inferior traveller, ſhe Ropped 
till they came near enough to perceive 
their features ; when, to her no ſmall 
diſturbance, ſhe faw that it was Mr, 
Burton and- his ſervant. | 
She would have fled, but fear and 
' reſentment deprived her of motion, 
and the ſtood pale and trembling, till 
the Efquire obſerving who it was, 
leaped off his horſe in an inftant, and 
approaching her with what he eſteemed 
extreme — and politeneſs, ex- 
5 2 8 claimed, 


claimed, Miſs Clayton! Is it poſſible 
that I am ſo happy! Can it be on my 
account that you have left the Grove? 
Yes, Sir, (replied our heroine, fear 
giving way to anger,) it is indeed on 
your account that I have left it. I 
truſt, Sir, nothing in. my conduct af- 


forded you cauſe to believe that the 


ſtrange letter you gave me this morn- 
ing could be acceptable; be aſſured it 
was far otherwiſe. It is, however, fal- 


len into the hands of your Lady, who, 


enraged at my ſuppoſed crime, has ſud - 


denly diſmiſſed me from her family. 


Diſmiſſed you from her family! (ex- 


claimed Mr. Burton ;) by heaven, but 


you ſhall be in the family, and at the 


head of the family, if it is agreeable 


to you! Permit me, lovelieſt of the 
lovely, to conduct you back to my 
houſe, It is mine, and I will make 
that inſolent unfeeling woman know 
that it 18 lo. If one of you muſt quit 
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it, by heaven it ſhall be ſhe! Return 


to your houle, Sir! (anſwered Juliana Y 


you may be aſſured that I never will, 


or to any other place where I am likely 


to ſee a man who has ſo cruelly inſulted 
me. Inſulted thee, my angel! (cried 
Mr. Burton,) what, with the offer of 
three hundred pounds a year! Comè ! 
will add another to it, and faith that is 
more than I ever intended to give tothe 
fineſt woman upon earth. But thoſe dear 


little eyes have taken ſuch faſt hold 
upon my heart, that I ſhould hardly 


think my whole fortune too much to 
purchaſe thine. Could you join your 


hand to your fortune Sir, (replied our 
beroine,) I would reject them with 
diſdain; let me beg therefore, that! 
may hear no more of a ſubject ſo diſ- 
_ guſting. Diſguſting ! (repeated Mr. 
Burton,) it is the only ſubject, upon 
which I can either ſpeak or think with 
Ref But come, you ſhall be 


humoured 
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kumoured in every thing, and in re- 
turn tell me where you are going? I 
am going to the next'town, (anſwered 
juliana,) and if you will be good 
enough to direct me the neareſt way 
to it, I ſhall eſteem it a favour. You 
are quite out of the way, (replied Mr. 
Burton,) and will not be able to get 
there to-day - but I know a houſe 
where you may be comfortably accom- 
modated till a carriage can be procured 
to convey you there; I will have the 
pleaſure of conducting you to it, and 
William ſhall fetch my coach to take 
you to town. By no means, (replied 
Juliana,) Lam perfectly able to walk, 
and will only trouble you to tell me 
which is the neareſt way. That I will 
do in a moment, (replied he ;) this path 
will lead you, by atleaſt half a mile, 
nearer than any other; but, as theſe 
parts are very full of thieves and rob- | 


bers, I will, myſelf, fee you ſafe to the 


I 3 end 
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end of the wood. So faying he gave 
his horſe to his ſervant with a ſigni- 
ficant nod, who immediately rode off 
with it. The Eſquire then took hold 
of Juliana's hand, ſaying, Come, come, 
i you do not make a little haſte, the 
evening will be coming on before you 
get to the end of your walk, which is 
longer than you are aware of. 

Our heroine was alarmed by the ar- 
dor with which he ſpake, and ſtill 
more by obſerving that the path into 
which he was about to hurry her, led 
directly to the middle of the wood, and 
was narrow and half overgrown. She 
ſudenly plucked back her hand in | 
Fright, ſaying ſhe wanted no protection, 
and would rather keep in tle public 

road, though ſhe ſhould walk half 2 
mile further. What are you afraid of, 
(cried he;) by heaven you ſhall come 
which way I pleaſe, fo no more words 
2 Shout it. 80 e he put one hand 


round 


„ 


round her waiſt, and taking hold of 
her arm with the other, drew her for- 
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ward with his whole force. She 
ſcreamed aloud, and ſtruggled to diſ- 


engage herſelf from his graſp, but 


every effort in her power to make, 
would have been vain, had ſhe not 


been fortunately relieved by the ſud- 


den appearance of a poſt-coach and 
four, attended by a valet, and two 
ſervants in rich liveries. Encouraged 


by the hope of ſuccour, ſhe redoubled 


her cries and reſiſtance; which being 
heard by a Lady who was in the coach, 

ſhe inſtantly ordered her attendants to 
follow the diſtreſſed perſon, (for he 


had forced her out of their fight,) and 
bring her back, be the conſequence 


what it would, . 
The ſervants, who were IN in- 
ſtantly obeyed, and in a few moments 


returned with the half dead Juliana; 
| who, uncertain whether her deliverers 
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were more to be traſted than the 
wretch from whom they had reſcued 
her, was begging in the moſt earneſt 


S " 72 
manner that they would let her go. 


The Lady was by this time alighted 


from her carriage, and followed by a 


Female attendant, approached the ter- 


ried Juliana. She was juſt upon the 


point of affuring her, that ſhe was 
perfectly ſafe, and offering to render 


her any further ſervice in her power, 
when their eyes meeting the words, 


Miſs Maitland and Lady Frances Seward 
were pronounced with mutual ardor 
and aſtoniſhment. 


Never was joy greater than chat 
which our heroine experienced, when 
the found herſelf under the protection 
of a perſon the ſo much loved and re- 
verenced; The ſudden tranſport ſuc- 


ceeding to terror and deſpair, was too 


much for her ſpirits to ſupport, and 
ſhe would have fallen to the ground 
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had not the valet fortunately caught 
her in his arms. By the help of a 
ſmelling bottle ſhe ſoon revived, and 
being helped into the coach, and 
placed by the ſide of her protectreſs, a 
ſhower of tears relieved her full heart, 
and gave paſſage to thoſe words which. 
were before ed by contending 
emotions. 

Lady Frances ordered her ſervants 
to drive to the Inn at which they had 
laſt topped, ſaying ſhe had no further 
bulineſs at the Grove; and as ſoon as 
Juliana's tears had enabled her to ſpeak. 
with tolerable compoſure, requeſted: 
to know how the came in ſo ſhocking: 
2 fituation. Our heroine in a. few 
words. gave her the account ſhe de- 
ſired; and then begged to know how 
ſhe happened to be paſſing that way. 
Though ſurely, (added ſhe,) heaven: 


conducted you hither for my relief. 
Her En informed her that ſue 


I 5 : had, 
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had, a few days beſore, received a 
Viſit from Mr. Maitland and his ſiſter, 
from whom ſhe firſt heard an account 
of the unpleaſant change of circum- 
ſtances ſhe had lately experienced. 
They told me, (continued Lady Fances,) 
that in purſuance of your earneſt re- 
queſt, the former had left you at Mor- 
dant-Place in order to obtain Mrs. 
Maitland's expreſſed conſent to his 
union with you. This was granted 
as foon as aſked, and in order to con- 
vince you how willing they were to re- 
ceive you into their family, to remove 
every doubt, Miſs Maitland, (ſo it 
ſeems I muſt now call her,) reſolved 
to accompany him back, in order to 
have the pleaſure of bringing you 
home to her mother, who longed to 
fold you to her maternal boſom ; to 
wipe away your tears; and aſſure you, 


chat her Juliana was dear to her as ' 


Fe „ | p | | Their 
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Their diſappointment upon finding 
yon gone was inexpreſſible, and could 
only be equalled by their grief and 
vexation, when they found that no 
perſon belonging to the family, except 
Mrs. Mordant, knew whether; and 
that ſhe abſolutely refuſed to afford 
them any information; alledging as a 
reaſon for her filence, a promiſe ſne 
had made to you of concealing from 
them the.place of your retreat. After 
vainly endeavouring to prevail upon 
her to diſcover it, it occurred to your 
Henry that I might poſlibly know 
ſomething of you, upon which he 
wrote a few lines to his mother, 
merely to account for his and his 
ſiſter's lengthened abſence, and imme- 
diately ſet out for Clareville Houſe. 
Never, (continued Lady F rances,) 

did I behold anxiety more ſtrongly 

expreſſed upon a human countenance, 


than it * upon that of Mr. Mait- 
1 1 land. 
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land; nor did lis amiable ſiſter ſeem 
much leſs affeted; when 1 told them 
that I had not before received the 
fighteſt intimation of your change of 
circumſtances and ſituation. They ex- 
preſſed the moſt paſſionate deſire of 
diſcovering where you were, intreat- 
ing that I would if poſſible draw the 
_ particulars from Mrs. Mordant, who 
*hey hoped would not have the ſame 
ohjections to informing me, as it was 
not likely that ſhe lay under any con- 
trary reſtrictions. I did not want 
many intreaties to induce me to do 
every thing in my power to be uſeful 
to my beloved young friend. I readily | 
promiſed, if poſſible, to find you out; 
and affured them that I ſhould be truly 
happy to extend to one 10 dear to me, 
that aſſiſtance and protection which 
dliſtreſſed innocenceand virtue had at all 
times a natural right to demand. But 
too ſtrongly felt your motives for con- 
cealment 
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cealment to promiſe more. T hough- 


earneſtly -prefled..by both to let them 


know the moment I had diſcovered 
you, Iwould only engage to inform them 
of your ſafety, as ſoon as I ſhould be 


fortunate enough to aſcertain it, and 


as much more as I could prevail en 
you to allow me to reveal. 

Ho delicate, how good is my Fl 
Lady Frances! (cried our heroine, kif- 


ſing her hand,) how ſhall IL ever de- 
ſerve her kindneſs ! You deſerve every 


thing that can be done for you, (an- 
{wered Lady Frances,) and your aC- 


ceptance of my offered protection, will 


be laying me under a real obligation; 


for to whom are we ſo. much obliged, 


as to thoſe who contribute to aur hap- 


pineſs; and I know of nothing that can 


ſo greatly increaſe mine, as the con- 
ſtant enjoyment of your ſociety; in 
the hope of obtaining which, I loſt 
not a moment in ſetting out for Mor- 

dant 
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dant-Place, where 1 found no difficulty 
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in getting a direction to the place of 


your ſuppoſed reſidence. That my 


arrival happened at a time ſo. critically 
uſeful to you, I am moſt thankful, nor 
ſhall I ever intirely pardon Mrs. Mor- 
dant for having recommended you to a 


family wherein it was ſo little likely 


that fuch a mind as your's ſhould find 
even a tolerable degree of content- 
ment, excluſive of the danger of 
throwing a young and beautiful wo- 
man, into the power of a character ſo 
abandoned as that of Mr. Burton. 
Juliana endeavoured to excuſe Mrs. 
Mordant, by obſerving, that the very 


bad character of Mr. Burton might not 


be known to her; and that at the time 
of her recommending her to the Grove, 
ſhe had told her, that it was the only 
thing ſhe then knew of which was at 
my re to ſuit her, 
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And why, my dear Juliana, (ſaid 
Lady Frances, ) did you not favor me 
with your confidence? Was it that you 
judged me incapable, or feared to find 
me unwilling” to ſerve you? Ah, nei- 
ther, (replied our heroine;) it was a 


doubt of the right I had to ſolicit 
your aſſiſtance, that prevented my 
doing it. I doubted whether a young, 
healthy, well educated woman, who 
certainly poſſeſſed the power of pro- 
viding for her own ſubſiſtence, was a 
proper object upon which to beſtow 


that charity which inability has a right 


to claim, or that generous patronage 
which ſuperior merit or genius alone 
can deſerve. I felt that it was my 
duty to employ the powers with which 
I was endued to render myſelf inde- 


pendent, and feared that ſhould I ac-! 
cept your bounty, I might loſe what 


was to me far more valuable, MY 
loony and aflection, A 


So Alas! 
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Frances;) you know not the dangers 
with which the thorny path of life is 
ſurrounded ; you would elſe have been 
leſs ready to enter it without one 
friendly guide to point out where they 
lurk, or how to avoid them. There 
is to a generous mind ſomething ex- 
tremely flattering in the ſound of in- 
. dependance, but it is what no man 
ever did, or ever can poſſeſs; why 
then ſhould one fo delicate, ſo unuſed 
to ftruggle with difficulties as your- 
ſelf, facrifice to a deluſion the ſweets. 
and advantages of confidence and 
friendſhip? In accepting them from 
me, you return them; and I have no. 

doubt but your friends at Furze- hill 
A! deareſt madam, (exclaimed Ju- 
lana,) ſpare me upon that ſubject; 
the legitimate offspring of mean, diſ- 
honeſt parents, muſt not be the wife 
or Mr. — — | 
„„ 
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call him in Henry; that once hoped- 
for privilege muſt belong to ſome more 
fortunate woman. And why ſo? (re- 
you be that fortunate woman? As for 
birth, it is of no importance to an 
untitled married woman, who muſt 
always rank according to that of her 
huſband; and for fortune, I will take 1 
care that the want of it ſhall: be no 5 
obſtruction to your happineſs. | IL have i 
already ſaid that your conſtant ſociety 
would render me more happy chan any 
other circumſtance, but I am not ſo 
ſel6ſh as to prefer my own pleaſure to 
your felicity. Oh, you are too kind, 
too generous ! (exclaimed Juliana, the 
tears falling faſt from her eyes ;) per- 
mit me to live with you; to devote 
my whole life to the gratitude and Ate 
fection I owe and feel! | 
Lady Frances, obſerving how * 1 
the was affected, kiſſed her ſoft bloom- = ; 
"FU ing | 


186 HENRY AND ISABELLA. 


ing cheek with maternal tenderneſs, 
and telling her they would talk fur- 
ther upon the ſubject when they were 


arrived at Clareville, a it to one 


leſs intereſting. 
1 The remainder of their journey was 
without any incidents, except ſuch as 
muſt befal every traveller who cats 
And fleeps upon the road. By noon 
upon the ſecond day they arrived at 
Clareville, with the ſituation and noble 
appearance of which our heroine was 
extremely delighted. Upon their en- 
trance, her kind protectreſs welcomed 
ber in the moſt affectionate manner; 
telling her, with a ſmile of tenderneſs, 
that till ſhe was miſtreſs of one equally 


— ſhe hoped ſhe would conlider 


BENRY AND ISABELLA. 187 


A REVERSE OF FORTUNE. 


HEY were ſcarce feated in the 


drawing room, when Sir Charles 
Haſtings entered; he expreſſed the 


mot lively pleaſure upon the fight of 
our herome, to whom his behaviour 
was, if poſſible, more reſpectful than 


it had formerly been; yet a latent 
hope ſeemed to beam in his eyes: he 
no longer avoided her as he had lately 


done at Mordant-place, but attended 
her and his aunt in a walk which they 
took over part of the pleaſure- grounds, 


merous, and render himſelf as uſeful 
and agreeable to her as poſſible. 


Upon their return to the houſe, hav- 


invited by the pleaſantneſs of the 
evening. 


ing, 


and appeared ſolicitous to point out 
all their beauties, which were very nu- 


N 


a 
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evening, made * their walk unuſually 
long, Mrs. Burne preſented: a letter 
to Lady Frances, informing her that 
the gentleman who brought it, came 
_ expreſs from Belford Abbey; that he 


requeſted the honour of ſpeaking a 


few ,words with her Ladyſhip, and 
deſired ſhe might be informed that his 
name was Seamore. Lady Frances 
immediately recollected that it was 
the name of the perſon who was pre- 
ſent at her marriage; ſhe grew pale, 
aud the tremor of her hand nearly de- 
prived her of power to open the let- 


ter, which ſhe well knew was directed 


by Lord Belford ; having at length 


broken the ſeal, the found theſe words. 


% would begin this letter, moſt amia- 
ble and virtuous of women, with apo- 
logies for my paſt conduct towards 
you; but had I any to offer, (which, 
alas, is not the cafe) the ſhort time 
— _ * be allowed me in 
eit 57 this 


+;71 
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this world forbids the attempt. Thave 
only ſtrength to tell you; that you are 
my true and only wife, and to intreat, 
that you will afford me your perſonal 
forgiveneſs before I die, Mr. Seamore, 
who was a witneſs of our nuptials, will 
deliver this, and inform you of ſome 
particulars with which you may with 
to be acquainted. But loſe no time, 
if you wiſh to ſoothe the dying Pang 
of your TA huſband 25 L 
CFE  BeLFoRD.” , 
All oaks and trembling the gave the 
letter to Sir Charles, who peruſed it 1 
with a countenancefulbof amazement. 
While he read it, which he did more 9 
than once, ſhe recovered ſpirits enough | 
to inform him of as much of her ſtory 
as was neceflary to explain its contents. 
His aſtoniſhment was exceſſive, and his 
| reſentment proportioned to the affection 
and eſteem he bore his aunt. Would 
to heaven (ſaid he) that I had ſooner 
been made acquainted with events, in 
Bs which 
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which 1 ought to have been ſo deeply 


intereſted. Why would you ſuffer me 
to live upon terms of civility with one 
who has ſo much injured you? Had 1 
known but half of what you have now 
told me, Belford ſhould have met with 
à different reception at Marley. That 
I well knew, (replied Lady Frances) 
and therefore I concealed it from you; 
Chuſing rather to endure my wrongs 
in ſilence, than involve thoſe who are 
dear to me in dangers and inconveni- 
ences, Since there is no remedy, (ſaid 
Sir Charles) had you not better ſee 
this Mr. Seamore, and hear what he 
has to lay? After a moment's heſita- 


you and my Juliana witneſs to all that 


_ paſſes between us. She then gave the 
letter to our heroine, who had ſcarce 


looked over it when Mr. Seamore en- 


a 
x 2 
- 5 ” - 


3 T. 8 . 
— . 


8 
E 


ES 1 V— a. « 


q n 


— © ©® 


wo —— &> — X ' 


s © 


Hr OO © WW ⁵ ⁵ ↄ d - OO - 


: 2 
0 


KENRT AND ISABELLA, 194 


- It will be needleſs to trouble the 
reader with a particular account of 
all that paſſed upon this occaſion; ſuf- 
fice it to ſay, that he informed her 
ladyſhip, that the perſon who had vi- 
fited her in France, and called herſelf 
the wife of Lord Belford, had in reality 
no legal claim to that title, having 
been deceived into a falſe marriage by 
his lordſhip, who never ſcrupled any 
means to attain a favourite point, That 


the letters which ſhe returned unopen- 


ed, contained a full account of this 
circumſtance, her huſband being for 
ſome time very deſirous to convince 
her of the truth; but the natural fickle- 


neſs of his temper, and a new object 
which about that time happened to at- 


tract his attention, determined him to 
let her remain in the error ſhe had em- 
braced, as it would continue to him 
the privileges of a bachelor, the loſs 
of which he had before vw to re- 


Set. 
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gret. Mr. Seamore added, that notlüng 
could be deeper than his friend's con- 
trition for the offences of his palt life, 
eſpecially for thoſe committed againſt 
her, which were what appeared to hang 
moſt heavy upon his mind; and that 
he feared, if ſhe had not the goodneſs 
to comply with his requeſt, he would 
abſolutely expire in deſpair, 
I will ſee him, (replied Lady Frances 
with emotion) let it occaſion me what 
Pain it may. He is my huſband, my | 
penitent huſband! and muſt not endure 
a fingle pang which I have the power 
to prevent. So ſaying, , ſhe ordered 
the coach, with a freſh ſet of horſes, to 
de got immediately ready. Sir Charles 
offered to attend her, but this ſhe 
would by no means permit, knowing 
that he had ſeveral engagements upon 
his hands, which he muſt break, with- 
out being of 1 real ene ts 
doing. od 1c 35 
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As ſhe conceived it by no means; 
proper to leave Juliana behind her at 


Clareville, while Sir Charles was there, 


| the requeſted her to favour her with 


the ſupport of friendſhip upon the try- 
ing occaſion. ſhe was about to en- 
counter; a requeſt with which ſhe was 


eager to comply, greatly fearing, leſt 
the ſcene ſhe was about to behold might 


too much affect the ſenſibility and de- 
ate frame of her beloved patroneſs. 


Upon their arrival at Belford Abbey, 


they were received by the domeſtics 


with the moſt profound reſpect, each 
iiriving to outvie the other in every 
mark of attentive duty. Lady Frances 
found her ſpirits too much hurried at 


her firſt entrance to be able immedi- 


ately to ſee her once dear, inexpreſſi- 
bly dear Belford. A thouſand paſt 
ſcenes recurred to her buſy fancy, and 


the leaned upon the arm of our heroine 


almoſt ready to faint, The houſe- 
Yo. IV. e keeper, 


bs: 
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keeper, who appeared to be well m 
formed and reſpectable, intreated that 
ſhe would take ſome refreſhment ;' and 
Juliana and her own woman j Joining in 
the requeſt, ſhe was prevailed upon 
to eat a bit of bread and ſwallow one 
_ glaſs of wine; after which, ſummoning 
all the reſolution of which ſhe was poſ. 
ſeſſed, ſhe aſcended to the 3 — 
in which her lord lay. 73 
As Juliana did not wiſh to ſee or be 
. Teen by Lord Belford, Lady Frances 
was attended to his chamber only by 
Burne: and during her ſtay there, 
our heroine amuſed herſelf with view- 
ing the pictures in a great gallery, 
which contained one of the moſt valua- 
ble and beft choſen collections in the 
kingdom. Indeed the whole houſe, 


Which was the largeſt and moſt magni- 


fcent ſhe had ever ſeen, was a mu- 
ſeum, being filled with rich, beautiful 
1 Uncommon 8 and fitted up 

| Add 


5 jainef by L. 


and furniſhed i in a manner uncommonly 
ſuperb and elegant. 


heart ſuffered. Being conducted to 


an elegant dreſſing room, and left alone, 
ſhe turned to her young friend, and 


with a ſigh exclaimed, Poor Belford 
cannot live many atv thank hea- 


ven, 10 en truly ſenſible N ol his 


he to recover, week in — act as 
becomes a creature born for immor- 


tality. This change of heart he will, 
fear, have no opportunity of proving 


by action, but that Being who ſees every 


thought and wiſh that paſſes there, 


will not reject penitence, or ſuffer ſin- 
cere intention to be unrewarded. 
Here her tears choaked the utterance 


of her words, and ſhe remained for 
4 moments ſilent. Being a little 


; K 2 ecovered, 
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In rather more than an — he was 
Lady Frances, whoſe eyes 
and countenance expreſſed. what her 
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- recovered, ſhe told Juliana, that Lord 
Belford had requeſted her to aſſume his 
name; and that ſhe feared he was about 

to bequeath to her a conſiderable part 
of his fortune, a counſellor who lived 
in the neighbourhood being ſent for 
in order to alter his will. However, 

(eontinued ſhe) it will ſtill be in my 

power to do; juſtice to his relations, 

and 1 will not rob them of any part of 
what is ſo abſolutely their right. 

While they were thus converſing, 

the door ſuddenly opened, and Mrs. 

Burne, all out of breath, and half Wild 

with rapture, burſt into the room, 

followed by Lord Belford's houſekeeper, 
ho appeared almoſt as much terrified. 

Oh! madam, madam! (exclaimed 
Burne) I have made ſuch a diſcovery! 
Tur child, your little Iſabella is alive. 

This, this is . an g enen a 
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- Goad, heavens! | (exclaimed Lady 
Belford, for by that title we muſt now 
diſtinguiſh, Lady Frances) can it, be 
poſſihle]! what do you mean? I mean 
what I ſay, madam, (replied Burne) 
but Mrs. Le Clare here will tell you 
all. Le Clare, (cried Lady Belford) 
that was indeed the name of the per- 
ſon who nurſed my infant. Nay, (con- 
tinued ſhe, looking at the houſekeeper} 
J now perfectly recollect your face. 
Had I known, madam, chat the child 
had been your ladyſhip's, (ſaid Le Clare) 
1 ſhould; never have committed the 
fault for which I fear you never can 
forgive me; but believing that it be- 
longed to your ſervant, 1 thought 1 
did it a great kindneſs, and at the 
fame time made my own fortune; for 
1; thought, when ſhe grew up, and I 


told her who ſhe was, and what I had 


done, ſhe would be willing to purchaſe 
my ſecreſy at any price. What did 
| 5 you 
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vou do, (cried Lady Belford) where is 
my child? 1 wilt tell your ladyſnip the 
Whole truth (anſwered Le Clare.) Afew 
days after you quitted Frinc 1 lady 
dame to my houſe, and afked me if 1 
dould accommodate her during her ly- 
ing-in. She demanded ſecreſy, which 1 
faithfully promiſed, and we agreed upon 
terms. She came accordingly, and was 
delivered of a daughter; four days 
after whoſe birth ſhe was wrapped up 
warm and taken home in a chair, 
teaving her child, which was remark- 
ably large and ſtrong, behind her. 
During her ſtay in my houſe, the ſeve- | 
ral times repeated, that her child 
| would be the greateſt fortune in Eng- 
| Land; and once the faid, it would have 
twenty thouſand pounds a year. This 
raiſed my curioſity, and I ufed all the 
art I was miſtreſs of to draw out of a 
gentlewoman who came two or three 


times — * to viſit her, who ſhe 
| Was, 
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was, and how her child came to be 
heir to ſo vaſt a fortune; for ſome time 
the. would tell me nothing, but at, laſt, 
with the aſſiſtance of very rich caudle, 
of which I perſuaded her to take ſeve- 
ral cups, I got out of her the whole 
ſecret. She told me, that her maſter 
was a rich old gentleman, who had 
married a fine young wife, and was 
very deſirous of having children, for 
want of which he did not love her, 
but led her a very ill life; and that ſhe 
had reſolved to deceive him by pre- 
tending to be with child, and producing 


| 3 this infant, whoſe mother was her great 


friend, as her own; | 
The very. night (continued Mrs. Le 
Clare) upon which the lady was car- 
ried away, her child being deprived of 
the breaſt, fell into convulſions and 
died. Upon which, for the reaſons E 
have mentioned to your ladyſhip, 1Y 
reſolved to ſubſtitute your's, which was 
ä very 
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very little larger, (being you know a 
ſeven month's child) in its room. In 
order more ſecurely to lay my future 
claim to a reward for what I then ei- 
teemed ſo great a ſervice, I marked it 
under the left breaſt with gunpowder, 
in a cirele with a dot in the middle, 
Sood God! (exclaimed Juliana, ſtart- 


23 ing from her ſeat) what was the name 


of — She could ſay no more, the 
futter of her ſpirits being too great 
to admit of words. What was the 
name of the family (cried Lady Bel- | 
ford little leſs agitated) in which-you 


placed my infant? She is (replied Le 


Clare) at preſent the reputed daughter 


and hewefs of the late Sir George 


Maitland, and reckoned one of the 
- greateſt beauties Before ſhe could 
- finiſh her ſentence, our tranſported he- 
roine was claſped in the arms of her 
Mappe macher. | "= 
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My child! my Iſabella ! (exclaimed 


Lady Belford, prefling her to her bo- 
ſom ;) oh, how ſhall I be ſufficiently 
thankful for ſo rich a bleſſing! My 


mother! my dear, dear mother! was 
all the anſwer ſhe received to this 
tender ejaculation. The ſudden tide 


of joy vas too ſtrong to be ſupported ; 
her lovely, Heh figs daughter ſunk 


breathleſs into her arms. A few mo- 


ments, however, reſtored her to life 


and Joy 3 ſhe ſunk at the feet of her 
fond parent, from whom ſhe received 


a thouſand tender bleflings ; and ſome 
minutes paſſed in a ſtate of rapture 


which few have ever taſted, which few 


| have ſenſibility to taſte. 


From this pleaſing delirium they 


* were rouſed by the ſtopping of a coach 
at the door, which Le Clare informed 
them was one of her Lord's that had 


been ſent to fetch the gentleman who 


Vas to make his will; upon Which 


K 5 WE Lady 
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Tad Belford recollecked that it Wis 
4 neceſfary to inform him of the diſco- 
Very hs had juſt made, and directed 
Le Clare to go to his chamber, and 
requeſt that be would allow her to 
Fpeak with him before the gentleman 
who juſt arrived was admitted to his 
preſence. Her requeſt was immedi- 
ately granted, Le Clareſaying her'Lord 
Fund Himſelf conſiderably better than 
de had been for two or three days paſt, 
Which he entirely attributed to the eaſe 
of mind which her forgiveneſs and re- 
concilement had afforded him. 
Before Lady Belford quitted the | 
rom, the tenderly kiffed her dangh- 
ter, ſaying, you will be prepared, my 
Joe, to fee your father. I know it 
Will diftreſs you, but it will be neceſ- 
fary, and I ſhall be preſent to ſupport 
you. I will do all and every thing 
you defire ; (anfwered our heroine:) 
. is enough, (replied her fond mo- 
ther; } 


— 
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ther ) it probably will not be many 
minutes before. vou are ſummoned. 
So laying; the haſtened to her Lord, 
leaving our hereine with her OWN wo- 
man and Le Clare, whom ſhe ordered 
to remain where they were, as ſhe 
might poſſibly have oacaſion to ſend 
is Belford had no 2 * left the 
apt en than our heroine aſked Le 
Clare how ſhe came to be in England, | 
and in the ſervice of Lord Belford; to 
which ſhe anſwered, that being diſ- 
treſſed in her cirqumſtances, the was- 
obliged to go to ſervice; and hiring 
herſelf to an Engliſh family, ſne came 
over with them; which ſhe was the 
more ready to da, as ſhie knew a few 
years would bring her to age, when 
ſhe hoped to be provided for. As for 
her living with Lord Belford, ſhe ſaid 
it was perfectly accidental, having 


deen in ſeveral families of diſtinctian 
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ſince her ſirſt coming over. The fair 
- enquirer then proceeded to aſk if ſhe 
knew the name of the perſon in the 
room of whoſe child ſhe was ſubſti- 
trived to convey her into Sir George 
Maitland's family. Le Clare replied, 
that ſhe underſtood that the name of 
the lady who lay in at her houſe was 
Henly; and that having received no- 
tice of the time on which the child 
would be wanted, ſhe gave her a 
ſleeping potion, and took it in the dead 
of the night, as ſhe bad been directed, 
through a garden gate, from whence 
he was conducted by Lady Maitland's 
woman, (the ſame who had ſo often 
"viſited the Lady at her houſe): to 4 
chamber where her Lady lay, who bad 
"pretended to be very indifferent. all 
day, and had perſuaded Sir George to 
let her fleep alone; that ſoon after her 


arrival, Lady Maitland's woman and 
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Miſs Henly made a-noiſe in the room; 


know the cauſe, returned for ao ME | 


that her Ladyſhip was very ill. 
George immediately ordered a 4 

to go to the houſe of an eminent doc- 

tor Who was engaged to attend her; 
but before he could arrive, Lady Mait- 
land groaned violently for a few mi- 


nutes, after which Miſs Henly ran to 


tell Sir George that he had a daugh- 
ter, and ſtopped the doctor under pre- 
tence that her Ladyſhip was inclined 


to ſleep, and had deſired that no one 


ſhould be ann to _ apattmicant 
that night. - | 

As Le Clare gained theſe words, 2 
ſervant appeared to order her and Burne 


to come immediately to Lord Belford's 


chamber; and in leſs than a quarter 


oſ an hour he returned; and with the 


profoundeſt reſpect, addreſſing her by 
on name of Lady Ifabella, delivered 
oy a 165 
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a. requeſt from Lord and Lady Belford, 
that ſhe would favour them with her 
preſence for a few moments. Though 
our heroine had too much underſtand- 
ing to be dazzled by the glare of a 
title, yet one which implied her acC- 
knowledged deſcent from a nohle fa- 
mily, which inſured to her the advan- 
tages of fortune, the protection of 
friends, and the reſpe& and attention 
of the world in which ſhe was placed, 
could not fail to communicate to her 
heart the moſt pleaſing ſenfation; but 
like the bright gleam which illumines 
an April morning, it was quickly 
clouded by the thoughts of the melan- 
choly ſcene the was about to behold. 
heart beat with ſuch'increafed ftrength 


and quickneſs, that it was with diffi- 


culry the breathed or moved; and ſhe 
entered it pale, trembling, and unable 
* Sh en the. bed which held a 
: . parene 5 
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advanced towards her; and taking her 
hand with a gentle preſſure, Come, 
my ſoul's treuſure, (ſaid the,) and re- 
ceive che firſt, the laſt bleffing of tb 
father. Then leading her to the ſide 
of the bed upon which he lay, Behold, 
my Lord, {ſhe continued, ) your lovely 
daughter; you are no ſtranger to her 
virtues, and therefore No, (inter- 
rupted the Earl;) I know them all, 
and mudder to think how much I 
once ſought to injure her. Can you 
forgive me? (continued he, faintly.) 
Will you receive the bleſſing of one ſoe 
unworthy to be called "your father? 
Our heroine was ſhocked and affected; 
thekneeled down by the bed, and tak- 
ing the cold withered hand which he 
feebly ſtretched out, between her's, 
e ker face upon it. unable to 
* 
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Speak a word. His ghaſtl 
figure, the idea of kneeling to hin as 
à father who had ſo long purſued her 
2s à lover, for ſome. time operated 
upon her mind in fo unpleaſing a man- 
ner, as almoſt wholly to deprive her 
of that preſence of mind which ſhe 
uſually poſſeſſed, and which, but for 
the ſupporting preſence of her mother, 
would upon this occaſion have _— 
: forſaken her. HY Ss 

The interview with ber father was 
Mort, he being too faſt verging to- 
wards the laſt moments of life to ven- 
ture longer to delay the ſettlement of 
bis affairs, which the diſcovery. of his 
1 daughter had rendered abſolutely ne- 
| cellary. She Was ſcarce retired with 
her mother, before the counfellor who 
had been ſent for, was deſired to walk 
2 ww his chamber, in order to finiſh 
that laſt of worldly. buſineſs. It had 
been his n been Lady Belfard 


and 
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and his daughter left him, that they 
would return to him the moment he 
had concluded this neceſſary affair, 
that he might enjoy the comfort of 
ſpending the few remaining hours of 

life in their ſociety; but his phyſicians 

coming in immediately as it was finiſhed, 

forbad the domeſtics to obey a com- 
mand which could now be of no uſe 

to their Lord, and would give the la- 
dies an unneceſſary ſhock. He had ſo 
entirely exhauſted his ſtrength in giv- 
ing directions for the diſpoſal of his 
large fortune, that almoſt the moment 
his taſk was completed, he became in- 
ſenſible, and ſoon afterwards expired. 


: 
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THE RETURN. 


HE forms and ceremonies uſually 
attendant, and generally thought 
1. at the funeral of a man of 
quality, are ſo well known, and fo 
conſtantly reſembling each other, that 
we ſhall not ſuppoſe our reader fo ig- 
norant as not to be fully acquainted 
; with them; and as, in our opinion, 
proceſſions of every kind are among 
the moſt childiſh of all amuſements, 
we ſhall entirely paſs over that exhi- 
bited in honour of Lord Belford, only 
obſerving, that it was as pompous and 
ſolemn as ſuch diſplays of human va- 
nity uſually are. Upon opening the 
will of the deceaſed, which was done 
in the preſence of not only his widow 


and ber. but of all his neareſt 
rela · 


e. x 'S 
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relations, it was found that he had 
bequeathed Belford Abbey, and an 
eſtate of- ten thouſand pounds a year 

to the gentleman to whom his title 


deſcended; that he had left a large | 


legacy to Lady Belford, and remem- 
brances to ſeveral of his friends; and 
the remainder of every thing of which 
m died poſſeffed to his daughter. 
From this regulation Lady Iſabella 


fortune, conſiderably ſurpaſſing that 


which ſhe had expected to poſſeſs as 


heireſs to Sir George Maitland. The 
change ſhe had experienced from ob- 
ſcurity, dependance and hopeleſſneſs, 
to rank, fortune, and all the advant- 
"ages annexed to them, was ſo rapid, 


that both her fall and recovery ap- 


peared more like a deluſion than rea- 


lity, But one bleſſing ſhe had attained 


which her heart hourly: aſſured her 


"ay no deception ; the delight with 
which 


found herſelf miſtreſs of a ſplendid 


+:H 
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which dhe received: the careſſes of her 
fond mother, the difference ſhe found 
between them and thoſe of Lady Mait- 
land, moſt pleaſingly nen me 


that ſhe had indeed a parent. 


Upon their return to Clareville, 55 
found letters both from Mrs. Maitland, 
her ſon; and daughter, in which they 
united in requeſting; that Lady Frances 
+ Gas they ſtill called Lady Belford) would 
inform them where their dear Juliana 
Was, if: ſhe had been fortunate enough 
to diſcover her; and that ſhe would 
uſe all the influence they knew ſhe had 
cover her, to perſuade her to make them 
long eſteemed her, one of their family. 
When Lady Belford had peruſed theſe 


Ieetters, which ſhe did aloud, ſue locked 


at her daughter with a ſmile, ſaying, 
Mell, my love, do you continue in 
the ſame ſentiments in which you were 
firmly fixed, or have theſe letters a 
4 „ f ; 5 little 
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roine replied with a blufſi of ſenſibility, 
that ſne would in every thing be guided 
by her directions. I believe (replied 
Lady Belford) you think yourſelf pretty 
ſecure of the part that I ſhall take upon 
this occaſion. Jam indeed delighted 
with the conduct of Mrs. Maitland and 
her family; it is worthy of them 
ne nor can I even wiſn you a 
happier ſettlement in life than ſuch a 
huſband, mother, and ſiſter, promiſe 
you. Suppoſe we pay them a viſit? 
will it not give you pleaſure to ſee 
expreſſible pleaſure (replied ourheroine) 
to behold the commencement of 2 
laſting friendſhip between your ladyſfip 
and Mrs. Maitland; I am certain that 
nothing is wanting to form it but a 
knowledge of each other. My friend- 
mee Maitland N_— Lady 


ol 
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the warmeſt gratitude which I feel for 
the care and tenderneſs ſhe hath ſhewed 
to my dear Ifabella. It is as much 
owing to her excellent example. and 
inſtructions, as to the bounty of nature, 
that I fee you what you are, which is 
both in manners and diſpoſition every 
thing I could wiſh. How unhappy 
ſhould I have been, had I found you 
vulgar, untaught, and ignorant; or 
fill n: had *. been __— 
of cis age too — are. Not- 
withſtanding the ſtrength of your un- 
derſtanding, I thould probably have 
found _ Aa mt i ing ee 
land been the ſuperintedane of your 
9 
_ -who has preſerved you free from thoſe 
follies which rob youth of its charms, 
you render age deſpicable! When 1 4 
+: 2 her 
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her a right to call you daughter, I ſhall 
but diſcharge a part of my debt; the reſt 
you, my love, muſt pay in ne cha- 
racter. 


A tear of pleaſure guttered in the 
bright eyes of Iſabella, (for ſo we muſt 
now accuſtom ourſelves to call her) 
while ſhe thanked her mother for the 
kind attention ſhe paid to her happi- 


neſs ; and acknowledged, that it could 
only be completed by her union with 


the family ſhe had ſo long conſidered, 
_ had every reaſon to love as her 


| But what (cried Lady Belford) 
all we do with poor Sir Charles? We 
' muſt not take him with us. The few 


hours in which he indulged a gleam of 


hope, have, I can plainly perceive, re- 


vived that paſſion which deſpair had 


begun to ſubdue. Though the change 
in your circumſtances has again de- 
prived him of all expectation, he muſt 
not behold you given to another; in- 


deed, 


> 
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deed, I fear it would be more than he 
my dear mother ſay, (replied our he- 


could bear. I have ſeveral 


roine) that it was not my perſon which 

made Sir Charles Haſtings my lover. 

No! (anſwered Lady Belford) I have 

heard him ſay, that he had ſeen other 

women as beautiful as you, but none 
whoſe UNnQEL 

ments, and diſpoſition, ſo exactly co- 


incided with his ideas of female excel - | 


lence. Then let him come with us 


and ſee Miſs Maitland, (cried Iſabella;) 


if my manners or diſpoſition; have any 
charms for him, her's mult be at leaſt 
equally pleaſing. Have they not been 
formed by the ſame excellent example? 
I can with truth aver, that my dear 
Mary is one of the moſt amiable girls 


upon earth ; I cannot perſuade my- 


ſelf, that a man of his turn of mind 
could behold her with indifference. 
12 nen that he would think 


ſome 


ding, manners, ſenti- 


ata of his conduct too blameable 


to merit 


Whatever errors my 0 may 
ed into, (anſwered her lady- 

ſhip) they are all renounced. From 
the moment he formed the moſt diſtant. 
hope of engaging the affections of an 

amiable and virtuous woman, all others 
became diſguſtful to his heart. The 


have been 


perſon to whom you allude is amply 


provided for, but all intercourſe be- 
tween them is at an end for ever; and 
| will venture to ſay, that every other 
part of his character will abide the 
ſlricteſt inquiry, and ſatisfy the moſt 
ſcrupulous delicacy. 


As ſhe ſpoke theſe words, Sir Charles 


(who had been paying a viſit in the 
neighbourhood when they arrived) en- 
tered the room wherein they were ſit- 
ting. He congratulated them upon 


the intereſting diſcovery they had made 
ince he laſt ſaw them, with an air of 
IJ. _ *  - forced 
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forced ſatisfaction, which it was eaſy 
to perceive only veiled a diſcontented 
heart. He ſcarce ventured to look at 
his couſin, and his whole behaviour 

was conſtrained and unnatural. Lady 
Belford having thanked him for the 
congratulatory compliment he had paid 
her, told him ſhe was going a journey, 
and wanted an eſcort: adding, now I 
am ſure you cannot help offering to 


attend me. Sir Charles anſwered, that 


had ſhe laid her commands upon him 
'a week before, he would have done it 
with pleaſure, but that he had reſolved 
upon making a trip to the Continent 
before the commencement of winter; 
and had engaged himſelf to accompany 
a party who left England at furtheſt in 
five days. If you continue in that re- 
ſolution (replied his aunt) we will re- 
| leaſe you in three: but I have ſet my 
heart upon your going with us, and 
bell makes it her particular requeſt, 

TI-can 
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Ican refuſe nothing (replied Sir Charles, 


his. countenance brightening with plea- 


ſure) to perſons ſo dear to me: But 
where are you going ? To Furze Hill, 
(anſwered her ladyſhip;) I cannot be 


happy till I have thanked Mrs. Mait- 


land for the kindneſs my dear Iſabella 


has received from her. Sir Charles 


turned pale. I fear (ſaid he) it will 
not be in my power to attend you. 
My engagement—Nay (replied Lady 
Belford) you have given us an implied 


promiſe, which you know, in the eye 


of honour, is as ſacred as an abſolute 
one; ſo that you muſt go, whether it 
' be convenient to you or not, unleſs 
we are, pleaſed to releaſe you from it, - 
which I feel not the ſmalleſt inchnation 


todo. Come, Iſabella, (continued ſhe) 


have you no perſualives to uſe upon 
this occaſion? If it is not very diſ- 
agreeable to Sir Charles, (anſwered our 
heroine). I greatly wiſh he would fa- 

L Is vour 
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vour us with his company. You have 


indeed uſed a perſuaſive, my lovely 
couſin, (anſwered the baronet;) I can- 
not reſiſt the pleaſure of gratifying a 
wiſh expreſſed by you, be the pain to 
myſelf ever ſo ſevere. I hope (replied 
our heroine). that an introduction to 


one of the moſt worthy and amiable } 


families upon earth will, to one ſo ca- 
pable of admiring their virtues, be ra- 
ther attended with ſatisfaction than 
pain. Perhaps, (anſwered Sir Charles) 
a conſciouſneſs of that ſuperior excel- 
lence may occaſion the uncaſineſs I feel: 
but at all events I will certainly attend 
„ 1 
Suppoſe we ſet out to-morrow morn- 
ing, (ſaid Lady Belford, after the pauſe 
of a moment:) I think my Ifabella 
ſhou!d loſe no time before ſhe acknow- 
ledges 'the obligations ſhe is under; 


and I am impatient to join my thanks 
to her's. A ſmile of ſatisfaction was 


the 


2 8 men r 8 3 
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the anſwer made by our heroine, which 
was perfectly underſtood by her mother; 


and Sir Charles faying, he wiſhed to go 
as ſoon as poſſible on account of his in- 


tended tour, it was reſolved to ſet out 


early the following mornin g,and orders 


were given accordingly. 
Never had our heroine felt ſo 1 impa- 
tient for the arrival of promiſed plea- 


ſure as at this time. The proots the 


had received of the fincerity and affec- 
tion of the friends ſhe was about to 


viſit had rendered them, if poſſible, 
dearer to her than ever. To return to 


them when they expected to receive 


her poor and friendleſs, to return rich, 
noble, and poſſeſſed of power to con- 
fer greater advantages upon them than 
they had ever expected to receive from 
her, was a degree of happineſs almoſt 

exceeding any ſhe had experienced. 
Sorrow and anxiety had more than 


once made her nights leepleſs, but this 
"<a 3 Was 
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Was the firſt that was rendered {6 by 
joy. She was ready a confiderable time 
-before the honr appointed for ſetting 
out in the morning, and her impatience 
made every neceſſary delay upon the 
road appear intolerably tedious. As 
they approached the well known ſcene 
of ſo many happy years, the would 
have given wings to the vehicle in 
which they rode; which, though drawn 
by four fine hunters, appeared to move 
too ſlow; and when they came in ſight 
of the houſe, pleaſure danced in her 
eyes, and her whole countenance ex- 
preſſed the moſt delightful expectation. 
At length the cok drew up to the 
door, which being opened by a foot- 
man who was well known to our he- 
roine, (for all Mrs, Maitland's domeſ- 
tics were growing old in her ſervice) 
the inquiry was made, whether his 
lady was at home; and being anſwered 
in the affirmative, Sir Charles defired 
- | him 
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him to let her know, that Lady Frances 
Seward requeſted the favour of being 
admitted. The ſervant returned with 
his lady's requeſt that ſhe would walk 
in. Sir Charles then aſſiſted Lady Bel- 
ſord in getting out of the coach, and 

was performing the ſame office of po- 
liteneſs by our heroine, when the man, 
caſting his eyes upon her, inſtantly diſ- 
appeared. As they entered the hall, 
they heard Mary's voice from the 
drawing-room, exclaiming in an accent 
of joyful ſurpriſe, Is it poſſible! are 
vou ſure it is ſhe? Theſe words were 
ſcarce uttered before ſhe appeared, and 
flying to our heroine in an extacy, 
which for the moment ſuperſeded 
every thought of ceremony: My Ju- 
liana, (ſaid ſhe, throwing her arms 
fondly round her) My dear, dear cou- 
in! welcome once more! Where have 
you been ſo long? Iſabella returned her 
embrace, while a tear of pleaſure 
L 4 trembled 
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trembled i in her e eye. She was about 
to ſpeak, when the ſight of Mrs. Mait- 
land drew her attention rem err 
| rede. e 
Their meeting was the ma . 
3 and filial love could not be 
expreſſed with more warmth and grace- 
Ffulneſs, nor could any obſerving ſtran- 
ger have ſuſpected, that they were not 
really mother and daughter. During 
the firſt exceſs of pleaſure and affection 
which poſſeſſed the boſom of each in- 
dividual in this little group, Lady Bel- 
ford remained neglected, but ſhe felt 
neither pain or reſentment; upon that 
account; on the contrary, the reception 
her daughter met with from friends 
-uninfluenced by any motive but pure 
affection, afforded her the moſt unmixed 
ſatisfaction. She was not, however, 
long left in the ſituation of a mere 
ſpectator. Mrs. Maitland approached 
her with the moſt reſpectful politeneſs, 
„ S „aud 
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t and thanked her for the honour her 
q preſence conferred upon her, as well 
7 as for being the means of reſtoring to 
her and her family one ſo very dear to 
; them, upon whoſe happineſs ſo much 
of their own depended. She then 

- EH obligtngly welcomed Sir Charles, and 
ö they all walked into the drawing room, 


; where Mrs. Clement and Mrs, Williams 
3 were fitting, both of whom faluted onr 
| heroine in the kindeſt manner, ex- 

h preſſing the ſincereſt joy at her return. 


We {ſhall now, faid the former, be 
| ourſelves again; ſince you left us, 
| Miſs Maitland has been more than 

half melancholy; ſcarce a day has 
paſſed, in which ſhe has not ſighed out, 
I with Juliana would come home! 
What can detain her ſo long? But do 
not ſuppoſe(ſaid Mrs. Maitland ſmiling) 
that Mary was the only one diſtreſſed 
by your abſence: if it made her leſs 
happy, the latter part of it has ren- 
L 5 dered 
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dered another in my family completely 
| wretched. 
I truſt (faid Lady Belford) her return 
wil be a means of increaſing the hap- 
pineſs of all who love hep” at leaſt, 


| 5 want of fortune ſhall not preyent 


Thoſe generous frinds, who are 
ing to receive her into their family, 
while they believe her deprived of that 
and every other circumſtance which 
can flatter vanity or ambition, will not, 
I hope, reject her, when ſhe comes poſ- 

 ſefled of them all. In a word, they 

who ſo tenderly loved Juliana Mait- | 
land, will not think her lefs worthy of 
their affection, when become Lady 
Iſabella Villars. By that name, which 
is her true one, permit me to preſent 
her to you; and at the ſame time to 
thank you, with a heart truly and 
warmly grateful, for the kindneſs, the 
more than maternal kindneſs, with 
1 85 you have treated my child. 


= he 
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The reader will eaſily conceive. the 
pleaſurable ſurprize into which theſe 
words threw Mrs. Maitland and her 
family. They were followed by a full 
relation of the circumſtances already 
known to the reader, which Lady Bel- 
ford concluded by again expreſſing the 
warm ſenſe ſhe felt of the unreturnable 
_ obligations her daughter and herſelf 
were under. Mrs. Maitland tenderly 
_embraced Iſabella, and congratulated 
her upon the happy change of ſitua- 
tion ſhe had lately experienced; par- 
ticularly upon the diſcovery. of her real 
mother, which, to a diſpoſition ſuch as 
her's, ſhe knew would be matter of 
greater exultation of mind than either 
the acquiſition of title or fortune. 
Mrs. Maitland's congratulations were 
followed by thoſe of Mrs. Clement 
and Mrs. Williams; and Mary, em- 

bracing her with the ſame ſiſterly fond- 
neſs ſhe had done before, ſaid with a 

| 1. 6 counte- 
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countenance expreſſive of the ſincereſt 
pleaſure, I cannot love you more, my 
dear Lady Iſabella, than I did an hour 
ago, but I ſhall, during the reſt of my 
life, be better friends with fortune for 
having, once at leaſt, beſtowed her 
favours ſo judiciouſfr. | 
Notwithſtanding the delight wich 
| wich Iſabella received theſe kind 
proofs of affection from thoſe ſhe ſo 
much loved, ſhe felt that her happi- 
neſs was incomplete, that one. friend 
was abſent whoſe preſence was neceſ- 
fary to render it perfect. She wiſhed 
to enquire where he was, but ſome- 
thing not, eaſily to be explained forbad 
ner. In this ſtate of mind ſhe was, 
when Mary looking through the win- 
dow, cried, Yonder comes my brother, 
a very model of lover-like melancholy. 
Then you are a judge of the ſymp- 
toms by which that paſſion may be 
Known? (ud. Sir Charles.) Not from 


experience, 
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experience, (replied Mary, with an un- 
affected ſmile,) but I have read paſto- 
rals, and ſeen pictures, and have taken 
my ideas from them, which being ex- 
actly veriſied in my brother, makes 
me think the better of his ſincerity, 
and my own apprehenſion. But (con- 
tinued the, riſing,) I muſt meet Henry, 
and tell him that Lady Iſabella Villars 
is here, and that ſhe is full as hand- 
ſome, | accompliſhed, and amiable as 
his Juliana. See, he has thrown him- 
ſelf upon the ſeat under the. great 
Acathea, where he will remain for an 
hour, at leaſt, if his reverie be not in- 
terrupted. Shall I have the pleaſure 
of attending you, (ſaid Sir Charles,) 
and joining my teſtimony in favour of 
Lady Iſabella's attractions? Lou will 
do both me and my brother a favour, 
(anſwered Mary,) but you muſt not 
give him the ſlighteſt intimation of 
who it really is to whom we wiſh to 
introduce 
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introduce him; there is nothing I 
love fo much as pleaſant ſurprizes. So 
ſaying, ſhe quitted the room, followed 
by Sir Charles. 
: In about half an hour "OG returned 
ds inform their expecting friends that 
they could by no means prevail upon 
Henry to join the ſuppoſed party in 
the drawing room; that he was quite 
cold and indifferent about the charms 
of Lady Iſabella Villars, though they 
had deſcribed them in the moſt glow- 
ing cobours; ſaying, that were ſhe a 
5 thouſand times more beautiful and ac 
compliſhed than they repreſented her, 
he ſhould, in his preſent ſtate of mind, 
have no pleaſure in her ſociety; and 
that he had requeſted Sir Charles to 
* excuſe his coming in till ſhe was gone, 
when he would gladly wait upon him; 
adding, you too well know the ex- 
cellencies of my Juliana, to wonder 
that the fear of loſing her ſhould ren- 
SN, der 
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der me thus unhappy. And have you 
really been cruel enough to leave him 
in ignorance of the good news you 


had it in your power to communicate? 


(faid Mrs. Maitland.) Really, (replied _ 
Mary, ſmiling,) I thought ſuch hap- 
pineſs as he will ſhortly be poſſeſſed of 


could not be purchaſed too dear; and 


that if it can admit of iner eaſe, it will 
receive it from the ſurprize he will 
juſt now experience; for I told him 
we ſhould have nobody in half an hour 


but thoſe who, notwithſtanding his 
melancholy -mood, he could have no 
objection to ſeeing; and he promiſed 


to join us in that time. I believe, con- 
tinued ſhe, he was half diſpleaſed with 


my more than uſual gaiety; for he 
told me gravely, that he was glad to 


ſee the ſalutary effects Lady Ifabella's 


arrival had had upon my fpirits. I 
think, (ſaid Mrs. Maitland,) you trifled 
too much with his ſenſibility ; I wiſh 
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you had brought him in with you. 
Iſabella's eyes plainly diſcovered that 
ſhe was entirely of the ſame opinion; 
which Mary obſerving, propoſed to 
ſend a ſervant with a requeſt from his 

mother that he would immediately 

join them; adding, I know that will 
bring him directly, be his reluctance 

ever ſo ſtrong. This was aſſented to, 
and in a few minutes he appeared. 
The ſurprize and rapture with which 
he beheld the unexpected fight of his 
Juliana, may be more ealily conceived 
than expreſſed: again and again he 
thanked Lady Belford for reſtoring 
her to him, and tenderly reproached 


her for having, by flying from them, | 


occaſioned ſo much pain to thoſe who 


moſt loved her. His tranſport, how. 


ever, was ſomewhat abated when Lady 
Belford informed him of the circum- 
ſtances ſhe had already related to his 
ö mother, and he found that our he- 


roine had now new duties, connec · 
tions 
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| tions and attachments. True love, 
though it never deſpairs, is full of 
_ doubts and apprehenſions. Henry well 
knew the warm affection Iſabella had 
conceived for Lady Belford, before ſhe 
ſuſpected the tender relationſhip which 
ſubſiſted between them; he had no 
doubt but that difcovery muſt have 
greatly increaſed her influence, and he 
feared it would all be uſed in favour 
of Sir Charles Haſtings. He thought 
Sir Charles looked more chearful than 
uſual; he read hope in his eye. If ſne 

had not conſented to receive him as a - 
lover, why did ſhe ſuffer him to attend 

her? Vet it was improbable that Lady 
Belford ſhould conſent to her coming 
to F urze-Hill, if ſhe wiſhed to break : 
the engagement which ſhe knew ſub- 
ſiſted between them. But perhaps this 
was inſiſted upon by Iſabella; though 
inconſtant, ſhe might not be quite loſt 
to gratitude and friendſhip. Theſe re- 
flections, 
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flections, and many others equally tore | 
menting, paſſed in the mind of Henry, 


While Lady Belford was reciting her 


ſtory; but the- moment ſhe had con- 
_ cluded it, all his apprehenſions were 


removed, and the moſt unmixed and 
boundleſs joy took poſſeſſton of his 

boſom; when turning to Mrs. Mait- 
land, ſhe added, It is to you, madam, 
next to heaven, that I am indedted for 


che happineſs of finding my child 


every thing my fondeſt wiſhes could 
form. Nature has made her mine, 


dut the is your's by every tie that can 


bind a ſenſible and grateful heart; as 
ſuch receive her for your own. I 
know the merits of the perſon on 


whom I beſtow my treaſure, (conti- 


nued ſhe, turning to Henry, who had 
advanced towards her, doubtful. rap- 


ture ſuſpended in his eyes;) I know 


he will eſteem her ſuch, and therefore 
eu y ratify, by wy entire conſent 
| and 


er ma Bee hs 
and approbation, the engagement her 
affections have entered into. 

Scenes of exceſſive rapture are ſel- 

dom pleafant, when attempted to be 
deſcribed; words are poor, when un- 
ſupported by thoſe expreflions of ac- 
cent, countenance and geſture,by which 
genuine feeling is devoted. Let it at 
prefent fuffice to ſay, that Henry felt 
all love and gratitude can excite, and 
that he expreſſed the emotions of his 
ſoul in the moſt hvely and graceful 
manner; that every one partook in 
his happineſs, even Sir Charles, con- 
gratulating him with a Ready voice, 
though not with a countenance —_— | 
tree from embarraſſment. 

The reader who has taſte and ſenf- 
bility, will eaſily imagine in what man- 
ner the evening was paſſed; every one 
appeared pleaſed, and deſirous of pleaſe 
ing; Iſabella was the moſt filent of the 

party, but her looks teſtified that her 
= -- - hea 
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heart was the ſeat of peace, as it was 
known to be of virtue: Mary was in 
the higheſt ſpirits, her natural gaiety, 
which always exceeded that of her 
fair friend, being increaſed by the ap- 
proaching happineſs of her favourite 
brother, and one ſhe had fo long loved 
as a ſiſter: Henry, who likewiſe poſ- 
ſeſſed a more than common ſhare of 
chearfulneſs, contributed mũch to the 


entertainment of the party, exhibiting 


at the bottom of his mother's table 
thoſe ſocial and agreeable qvalities 
which were ſhortly to enliven his own, 
Even Sir Charles was gay; he ſeemed 
to have forgotten that he was a lover, 
or a man of faſhion, and to have aſ- 
ſumed the character which nature had 
ſtamped upon him, that of — 
honour and ſenſe. A 

A few minutes before they were 
fomumoned to ſupper, a card was deli- 
vered to Mrs. Maitland, which was 
brought 


—»—— 
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brought by one of Sir George s foot- 
men, in which he reſpectfully enquired 
after, her health, informed her that he 
was arrived at Woodburn with a few 
friends, among whom was Mrs. Mor- 
dant and her family, who intended 
| themſelves the honour of calling upon 
her the next morning. Mrs. Maitland - 
returned the proper anſwer, namely, 
that ſhe ſhould be at home, and glad 
to ſee them. I ſuppoſe (ſaid Mary, as 


ſoon as they were ſeated at table,) 


George is bringing down Miſs Mor- 
dant to take a view of Woodburn, 
previous to her becoming miſtreſs of 


it. I wonder whether Lady Maitland 


is of the party? I wiſh I had made the 
enquiry, (ſaid Mrs. Maitland,) for I 
fear, my love, (addreſſing Iſabella,) it 
would be unpleaſant to you to ſee her. 
By no means, (anſweted ſne;) Irather 
_ eſteem myſelf obliged to her, ſince had 
it not been for her, I might never 

3 have 
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have enjoyed the happineſs of ſeeing 
my dear ſecond mother. I cannot re- 
gret the means by which I am made 
rich in two ſuch maternal friends. 
Then you are not at all thankful for 
the happineſs of knowing me? (ſaid 
Mary, with a ſmile.) Perhaps ſhe 
_ knows you too well, Mary, to admit 
of much gratitude (replied Henry, ) in 
the ſame vein. It would rather argue 
-what I little ſuſpect in Lady Iſabella, 
want of judgment and obſervation, 
(eried Sir Charles;) though if 1 may 
depend upon the little I have ſeen, and 
the great deal I have heard of Miſs 
Maitland, it is no eaſy taſk to diſco- 
ver all her excellencies. Ah, no! Sir 
Charles, (anſwered Mary, ſhaking her 
— my good qualities are caſily 
2 enumerated; it is my faults that make 
out the extended liſt; is it not, Henry? 
I rather believe (ſaid Ifabella,) that | 


"your faults are a ſecret to your bro- 
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ther, as well as to me; and I muſt con- 
fels 1 have never had penetration 
enough to diſcover them. 

Thus mutually pleaſed, and 0 
with each other, the apparently ſhort 
evening paſſed away; and though they 
did not ſeparate for the night till it 
grew late, each ſeemed to rife. with 
reluctance. Mary attended our he- 
roine to her old apartment, which ſhe 
entered with a pleaſure ſomewhat re- 
ſembling that we feel upon meeting 
an old acquaintance after a conſidera- 
ble length of abſence. Here they ſat 
| down, and began a converſation which 


LE laſted till this appearance of day-light 


gave them notice that morning was 
far advanced; upon which Mary ſtarted 
up, and embracing Iſabella, begged 
her pardon for intruding ſo unmerci- 
fully upon her hours of reſt, and ten- 
derly bidding her adieu, retired to her 


OWA 
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15 own room, while her fair fiend Sught 


andquickly ſunk into that repoſe which 
is ſweetened by virtue and content. 


CHAPTER XXXIIL | 
| TY CONCLUSION. 


HEN breakfaſt was gniſhed, the 
morning being one of the fineſt 
chat 1 could beſtow, Iſabella, 
who was impatient to viſit ſome of her 

favourite haunts, propoſed a walk in 
the ſhrubbery. Mrs. Maitland, having 
a week before ſtrained one of her 


ancles, did not venture to undertake 


ſo much, and Lady Belford, who was 
exceedingly delighted with her ſociety, 
_ Choſe to remain with her in the houſe. 


IS The young people were therefore 
obliged 


A a og pw — 
n 2 22 
» = es 8 = 


| HENRY AND ISABELLA, 241 
obliged to go alone; Sir Charles offered 
his arm to Mary, as Henry had already 
done to his Iſabella; and they ſet out 
with that alacrity and chearfulneſs, 
which are the common attendants upon 
youth, health, goodneſs; and proſperity. 
They had ſcarce loſt fight of the 
| hovſe before Mr. Mordant's coach 
drove up to the door, out of which 
alighted Lady Maitland, Mrs. Mor- 
dant, her daughter, and Miſs Windſor. 
Mrs. Maitland was a little ſhocked at 
the uncommon effrontery of her lady- 
ſhip, who addrefled her in the common 
forms of ſalutation, with all the eaſe 
of unconſcious ſimplicity; ſaying, that 
Sir George had preſſed her ſo much to 
make one of his party, that ſhe could 
not reſiſt the pleaſure of once more vi- 
ſiting poor Woodburn, Miſs Mordant 
1nquired after her dear Miſs Maitland, 
whom, ſhe declared, ſhe exceſſively 
longed to ſee. Miſs Windſor admired 
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the view from the parlour window, 
and proteſted, that Furze Hill appeared 
to be one of the ſweeteſt little habita- 
tions ſhe had ever beheld. 
They had not been many minutes 
| ſeated, before Lady Belford ' thanked 
Mrs. Mordant for her direction to the 
Grove. This introduced the ſubject of | 
. Juhana's ſuppoſed ſituation, though 
both the and Lady Maitland appeared 


unwilling to enter into it. On the 


contrary, Miſs Windfor ſeemed delight- 
ed with an opportunity of ſpeaking her 
ſentiments. Mrs. Mordant having ex- 
preſſed much concern for her future 
welfare, ſhe ſaid, that certainly ſhe was 
to be pitied: though really (continued 
ſhe) I was not much ſurprized at the 
diſcovery of her birth. I allow ſhe is 
Handſome, but ſhe wants that ſomething 
which diſtinguiſhes the woman of con- 
dition. This deficiency (replied Mrs. 
Mordant) was never diſcovered till 
2 3 l 95 . 


that you would even yet have obſerved 


both generofity and power to be ſuch. 
I really think, (ſaid Miſs Windſor) 
that ſhe's extremely well calculated for 


tent, and think herſelf very happy in 
Auch a condition. Her real birth, (re- 
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now, Miſs Windſor; nor do I believe, 


it, had it not been pointed out by the 
unfortunate change in her ſituation. She 
was and ſtill is a charming young woman, 
and the general admiration ſhe excited 
wherever ſhe appeared, proves that ſhe 
was ſo. Yes, (rejoined Mrs. Maitland) 
it does as much honour-to her charms 
and accompliſhments, as the indiffer- 
ence with which ſhe received it does to 
her underſtanding. I am ſincerely glad, 
(ſaid Mrs. Mordant) that the poor 
thing has been ſo fortunate as to ac- 
quire ſuch a friend in your ladyſhip, 
(addreſſing Lady Belford;) one who has 
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a companion; and, conſidering her real 
birth, ſne ought to be perfectly con- 
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plied Lady Belford) i is, I find, Rill un- 
known to you, as well as to theſe la- 
dies. Then turning to Mrs. Mordaut, 
You, madam, (faid ſhe) who have 
judgment enough to perceive, and can- 
dour to admire and acknowledge the 
fine qualities of the dear creature of 
whom we are ſpeaking, will be pleaſed 
to hear, that inſtead of a poor un- 
Friended girl, without fortune, family, 
or connection, ſhe is diſcovered to be 
the only daughter and heireſs of the 
late Earl of Belford ; and that he has 
_ acknowledged her for ſuch, and be- 
queathed to her the largeſt part of his 
great fortune. Surprize ſat upon the 
_ countenance of Mrs. Mordant, envy 
and diſguſt upon that of her daughter, 
and a malignant ſmile of incredulity 
upon thoſe of Lady Maitland and Miss 
Windſor. 

After the pauſe of a moment, * 9 
ſhould not wonder at any thing Lord 
| | Belford 
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Belford has done for Miſs Martin— 1 
Henley Jones What am] to call her? 
(cried Miſs Windſor.) If he can per- 
ſuade the world to believe that ſhe is 
his daughter, and has left her enough 


to ſupport the title, ſhe is really very 
_ fortunate: but I never heard of his 
marriage: methinks before he produced 
his daughter, he ſhould have introduced 
us to Lady Belford. That ſhe will 
herſelf do, (anſwered her ladyſhip:) the 


name and title ſhe once ſhrunk to hear 


7 


pronounced, ſhe now glories in bear- 


ing, as the mother of one of the love- 


lieſt women in the kingdom. 
Had Lady Belford followed the im- 
pulſe of her feelings, reſentment would 


have kept her ſilent; but ſhe could not 


endure, that a doubt ſhould remain in 


the breaſt of even the moſt worthleſs 
or inſignificant, concerning circum- 


ſtances in which one ſhe ſo fondly loved 


was intereſted. She therefore conde- 


M ER ſcended, 
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ſcended, addrefling Mrs. Mordant, to 
give 2 brief but full account of the 
whole affair; concluding with a warm 
acknowledgment of her obligations to 
Mrs. Maitland, for the tender and moſt 

Jjudicious manner in which herdaughter 

had been treated and educated. 
Mrs. Mordant expreſſed reab fatis- 
faction at the extraordinary account 
the had heard: the reſt of the party 
were ſilent, but their looks declared, 
that envy rather than wonder cloſed 
their lips. In this Rate were they fit. 
ting, when the party who had gone 
out to walk, paſſed by the window in 
their return, having been joined in the 
ſhrubbery by Sir George Maitland, Sir 
Harry Windſor, and Albert Mordant. 
Upon their entrance, Lady Belford 
took the hand of her daughter, and 


leading her up to Mrs. Mordant, Per- 
mit me, (ſaid the) to introduce my | 


daughter to yu in her new character, 
| and 
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and to hope, that the kindneſs you ex- 

preſſed to Miſs Maitland, will be ex- 
tended to Lady Iſabella Villars. Mrs. 
Mordant felicitated our heroine upon 
the happy diſcovery ſhe had made, in 
the molt obliging and friendly manner. 

Her daughter and Mifs Windſor en- 

deavoured to follow her example, but 

it was done with viſthle chagrin, though 
at the ſame time they ſhewed a mean 
admiration of her title, which her vir- 

tues never could command. As for 

Lady Maitland, ſhe preſerved the-moſt. 
unaltered indifference of countenance, 
and congratulated Lady Ifabella in the 
ſame uſual form of words, which ſhe 
would have made uſe of in addreſſing 
any other perſon upon aſimilaroccaſion. 
The gentlemen did not appear ſtran- 
gers to the affair; Henry having, in 
order to avoid perplexity and confuſion, 
informed his brother, in a ſhort letter, 
(which he received after the ladies 
| a | were. 
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were ſet out for Furze Hill) of ſuch 
particulars as he wiſhed him to be ac- 
quainted with. Sir George, who was 
not diſpleaſed to find that his younger 
brother was likely to be ſo largely pro- 
vided for, and the family aggrandized 
by an alliance with one ſo ancient and 
noble as that of Villars, behaved both 
to Lady Iſabella and her mother with 
great attention and politeneſs, and 
upon taking leave, requeſted the ho- 
nour of their company, together with 
that of Sir Charles Haſtings, and his 
mother and ſiſter, to "__ the next 

day at Woodburn. — 

The engagement was ir 

made, and fulfilled. Mr. and Mrs. 


Burnet were invited to meet them, a 
ſplendid entertainment prepared, and 


every thing done by the young baronet 
that could render the viſit pleaſant. 


e firſt awkwardneſs of envy being 


a little worn off, Lady Iſabella found 
IA 5 5 : | herſelf 
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herſelf courted and careſſed by every 
one: but though politeneſs induced' 
her to return civility for civility, it 
was eaſy to perceive, that ſheinwardly 
deſpiſed the mean homage paid, not 


to herſelf, but to her ſituation in life; 
which, had it been poſſeſſed by an idiot, 


would equally have claimed ſuch vul- 


gar adulation. 


During a month one agreeable party | 
ane another, and every day ap- 


peared to the happy inhabitants of 


Furze-Hill ſhorter than the preceding 


one. Sir Charles entirely forgot his 
intended tour, a circumſtance which 
was obſerved with much pleaſure by 
Lady Belford. He ſeemed wholly to 
have regained his eaſe of mind, and to 
have relinquiſhed the falſe principle 
which had been the ſource of all his 
errors. His growing attachment to 
Mary was viſible to every one, and the 


obliging return the always made to his 
attentions, 
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attentions, gave them hopes that it 
would be fortunate. Lady Belford, 


whe was become nearly as fond of her 


; as ſhe was of Iſabella, was extremely ; 
anxious for his ſucceſs, often telling 
her daughter, that if he was again 
+ diſappointed, it would entirely unſettle | 
his plan of life. os - 
Her fears were, however, happily 
removed, when about a week before 
the time fixed for the marriage of 
Henry and Labella, he formally re- 
gqueſted Mrs. Maitland's conſent to his 

am and her daughter's; having pre- 
viouſly obtained: that of his miſtreſs, 
provided her mother made no objection 

to the engagement. This completed 
the happineſs of all, and preparations 
of every kind were made with a cele- 
4 rity, wich: proved that thoſe on whom 
it depended to haſten them were 861 
6 their event. 


be 
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The new houſe which Lord Belford 
had purchaſed, was fixed upon for the 
reſidence of Mr. Maitland and his lady, 
which they choſe in preference to a 
very handſome family manſion that was 
upon one of their eſtates, on account 
of its vicinity to Marley, and being 

but an eaſy day's journey from Furze- 
Hi 

The two new married ds to- 
gether with Lady Belford, Mrs. Mait- 
land and her family, ſet out upon the 
day of their marriage for Clareville; 
where they continued till the winter 
was far advanced, when they came for 
2 few months to town, the amuſements 
of which were almoſt wholly new to 

tlie brides. Wherever they appeared, 
they were followed by general admira- 
tion; flattery addereſſed them in its 
ſofteſt tones, and faſhion conformed 
itſelf to their fancy; but their hearts 
felt the inſufficiency of ſuch empty 
7 ** 
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pleafures to CitiaFychidy affections. Re- 
tiring from the unmeaning buſtle of a 
_ noiſy world, they ſought that ſocial re- 
tirement which is the nurſe and pre- 
ſerver of virtue, and found that hap- 
pineſs which flies the public haunts of 
folly and diſſipation, in the boſom of 
duty, love, and friendſhip. 
Our readers will doubtleſs expect to 
hear ſomething more of the principal 
perſons we have introduced to his ac- 
quaintance in the courſe of this hiſtory, 
and as it is our wiſh to afford him 
every poſlible ſatisfaction, we muſt in- 
form him; that ſome months after the 
marriage of Mr. Maitland, Sir George 
was united to Miſs Mordant, not ſo 
much, as the world believes, from mo- 
tives of particular affection as a kind 
of neceſſity, having entangled himſelf 
in a half addreſs, which raiſing an ex- 
Pectation in the family with whom he 
was 80 terms of ſo much intimacy, 
971 * 
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that he found himſelf obliged to fulfil 
them. They live like the generality 


of people in their ſituation of life. 


Vanity is the ruling, if not the only 


paſſion of both, but as neither of them 


are poſſeſſed of much vivacity or ima- 
gination, they are content to gratify 
it in the beaten track, by living as __ | 


reſt of the world do. 


Sir Harry Windſor and his nter 
continue ſingle; he is ſtill intirely go- 
verned by her, and makes it his ſtudy 


to indulge and pleaſe her in every thing, 


but her temper is become intolerable 
to every body elſe. Her inſolence being 


increaſed to an inconceivable degree, 


and in proportion as her hope of making 


conqueſts leſſene, her averſion to the 
young and beautiful of her own ſex 
gathers ſtrength, and many cruel and 
falſe reports, which have been circu- 


lated to the diſadvantage of ſuch, have 


been traced back to her as their in- 


ventor 


— 
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ventor and propagator. On this ac- 
count her ſociety is much ſhunned by 
perſons of this deſcription; her houſe 
is a ſolitude, and moſt of the civility 
ſhe receives in public 1s the effect of 
fear. 
Lady Maitland Aale etiam to hve 
in the family of Mr. Mordant, where 
| ſhe is eſteemed a kind of neceſſary evil. 
As the increaſing wrinkles of age, ren- 
dered more viſible as well as more nu- 
merous by the coſmetics and paints ſhe 


had ſo long made uſe of, will not 


longer allow her the ſmalleſt pretenſions 
to beauty, the card-table is in great 
_ meaſure ſubſtituted for the toilet, tho 

ſhe is ſtill paſſionately fond of dreſs, 
and has neither laid * her rouge or 
pearl powder. 

Lady Bel ford and Mrs. Maitland con- 
tinue to reſide at their reſpective houſes; 
but ſuch is the friendſhip which ſubſiſts 
between them, that they every year 

EOS | 
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pay each other a viſit of the moſt agree- 


able kind; at which time, for the pe- 


riod is fixed, their children make a 


point of joining them. Mrs. Williams 


is, at Lady Belford's particular requeſt, 
gone to live with her, and Mrs. Cle- 
ments {till remains with her niece. '\ 

Free from the follies of a trifling 


diſſipated age, and poſſeſſed of virtues 


which inſure her own, and contribute 


to the ſatisfaction and comfort of all 
around her, our heroine continues a 


pattern of every thing that is amiable 


and worthy: her life is a continued 


ſucceſſion of actions that are worthy 
of her nature, and the characters of 
daughter, wife, mother, friend, and 
patroneſs, are by her ſupported, not 
with mere cold propriety, but with 
the ſteadineſs of principle, and the 
vivacity of affection. . 
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DIVERSITIES OF FORTUNE. 


40 This 3 is 2 and inbereftiäg ſtory, well ar- 
ranged, and the attention ſo cloſely fixed, that we want 
not the charm of noveliy. This work has ſufficient 


ment.“ 
CRITICAL Revisw. 


2-6 A 3 and well 1e Bab u, "AR the Di- 

verſities of Fortune, which the heroine of this novel 
experienced; and from the manner in which ſhe con- 
ducte d herſelf on every occaſion, and in every change 
of ſtate; the _—_ and unthinking female may diſco- 
ver, that it is as eaſy, when armed by virtue and forti- 
tude, to paſs without injury through the thorny, as ſhe 
may have already proceeded-through the flowery path 
of life. The moral inculcated in this performance is, 
that honour, or chaſtity, has nothing to fear amid the 
ſevereſt florms of fortune, however ſurrounded by 
perils and dangers; or, as the ſublimeſt of our Poets 
N himfelf when ſpeaking of it, 


% She who has that, is clad.in complete ſleel, 

1% And like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen, 
4% May trace huge foreſts and unharbour'd heaths, 
Infamous hills, and ſandy perilous wilds ; 
Vea, there, where very deſolation dwells, 


« She ny pos with unſullied Majeſty.” 
ern Review. 
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